
As noted in the Rab-

binical Reflections, 

Purim this year falls 

several weeks later 

than last year, but it 

is still rapidly ap-

proaching!   

On March 16th, we’ll 

have our annual Pu-

rim Celebration, 

starting with a mini-

carnival at 5 pm, Pu-

rim Pasta RePast at 

5:45; Purim Shpiel 

at 6:30, and 

Hamentashen Bake-

off at 7:30.   

This year, our theme 

is “TV Reruns,” so 

look for “shout outs” 

ranging from Mr. 

Roger’s Shushan 

Neighborhood to 

King A-Ross-uarus 

from “Friends.”   

We’ll feature great 

TV theme songs, too 

– remember the 

Flintstones or  

Spongebob, the Ad-

dams Family or 

Fresh Prince of Bel 

Air?   

So mark your calen-

dars now, RSVP to 

the Temple office for 

the dinner, and let 

Rabbi Daniel know if 

you want to join the 

cast or volunteer for 

the dinner or bake-

off or all of the 

above! 

Get ready for Purim! 
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BUILDING FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Ira 

Lauscher 

George and Helen Lauscher 

 

In Memory of Linda Weinstock 

Kenneth and Dale Miller 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Grace E. Davis 

The Davis Family 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Mindy Gromer 

Lee Gromer 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Frimi 

Gromer 

Lee Gromer 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Ralph Meyer 

David and Marlene Meyer 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Olga 

Adelman 

Deborah Orgill 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Harry 

Lebowitz 

Sandy Steinberg 

 

TORAH RESTORATION FUND 

 

In Memory of Shirley Kipnes 

Esther Adelman 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Olga 

Adelman 

Esther Adelman 

 

In Memory of Linda Weinstock 

Esther Adelman 

Call the Temple 

office at (570)

344-7201 to 

donate or for  

more 

Information. 

The minimum 

donation that 

can be 

acknowledged 

by mail and in 

the Messenger is 

$10. 

Major credit or 

debit cards 

accepted. 
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Donations to 

Temple 

Hesed 

Clearance Sale 

At The Gift Shop 

— Jewelry 

— Kipot and Talitot 

— Menorahs 

— Books 

— Cards 

& More              

Everything one-

half  off. 
Why pay retail? We’re selling wholesale. 

 

Open during office hours. 



In 2019, there will be no Jewish 

holidays during February.  In 

2018, Purim started on the last 

day of February, while this year, 

it doesn’t begin till March 20th 

(and our annual Purim celebra-

tion will be on March 16th – see 

below).  Rosh Hashanah can fall 

in the first week of September – 

or as late as October!  We’ve 

had Hanukkah start as early as 

Thanksgiving, and yet some-

times it’s still Hanukkah on my 

birthday on January 1st.  None-

theless, Rosh Hashanah is al-

ways the first day of the month 

of Tishrei, Hanukkah always 

starts on the 25th of Kislev and 

so on. What’s with this?  How 

does the Jewish Calendar work, 

and why is it so confusing? 

While some of the calculations 

that the Jewish calendar is 

based on can be complicated, it 

only really becomes confusing 

when you try to compare the 

Jewish Calendar to the Gregori-

an Calendar (the name for the 

calendar we use in secular soci-

ety).  You see, the Gregorian 

Calendar is based on the solar 

year, with some special rules 

about when there is and isn’t a 

leap year to balance out the 

number of days in a usual year 

(365) with the actual length of a 

solar year, which is roughly 

365.242.  Since we can’t really 

add a .242 day, we add a full 

day about every four years to 

balance things out. 

If you went solely by the moon, 

however, you’d get the system 

that Muslims use – 12 lunar 

months, with no correction be-

tween the lunar and solar year.  

So the Muslim year is about 11 

days shorter than the solar 

year, which results in Islamic 

holidays, like Ramadan, coming 

11 days earlier each year.  

Thus, Ramadan (and all other 

Islamic feasts and fasts) can 

happen at any time of the year. 

The Jewish year is a unique 

lunar/solar hybrid.  Our months, 

just like in the Islamic calendar, 

are lunar months.  But we can’t 

have a purely lunar calendar 

due to the nature of our holi-

days, which are based in nature 

itself.  Since Passover is sup-

posed to be a spring holiday, 

and Sukkot a harvest holiday, it 

wouldn’t really work to have 

Passover in the dead of winter 

or Sukkot in early spring.  But 

just like the Gregorian Calendar 

can’t add a .242 day, so it adds 

a whole day about every four 

years, you can’t add part of a 

lunar month.  You have to add a 

whole “leap month” at a time.  

In ancient times, this was done 

on an ad-hoc basis, which led to 

a lot of uncertainty.  So, accord-

ing to tradition, about the fourth 

century, Hillel II came up with a 

formula, adding a leap month 7 

times every 19 years.  The pat-

tern (just as a coincidence) 

matches up with the whole and 

half steps of a C major scale – 

the last number on each key is 

a year with a “leap month.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 

year, we get a leap month – 

which has no holidays in it, and 

thus why February 2019 is de-

void of Jewish holidays.  Every-

thing after gets pushed back by 

29 days, minus the 11 days we 

“lost” between the lunar and 

solar years last year, or about 

18 days.   

So how can we remember in 

any given Gregorian year exactly 

when the Jewish holidays are?  I 

don’t even bother trying.  I used 

to carry around a small Jewish 

calendar, but nowadays I have 

a Jewish calendar imported into 

my regular calendar, plus a 

separate calendar app just to 

make sure!   

I’m not sure that there’s a par-

ticular lesson to be learned 

from all these astronomical 

calculations.  But there is a 

lesson in just how the present 

system came about.  Even 

though Hillel II was given credit 

for the calculations we use to-

day, lots of evidence from the 

Cairo Geniza and elsewhere 

shows that it actually took 

about 6 centuries for Hillel II’s 

rules to take hold.  In other 

words, even though someone 

had come up with a system that 

made more sense, was easier 

to use, and helped resolve all 

sorts of uncertainty in planning 

for the future, it still took about 

600 years for everyone to ac-

cept the changes!  Change is 

still hard for us to accept (which 

is why this month’s Chanting 

Circle focuses on “Embracing 

Change” – but as with the case 

of the calendrical calculations, 

the change that we are resisting 

often would make our lives 

easier and better.  And that’s 

something that’s worth cele-

brating, whatever calendar you 

use! 

What’s with the calendar? 

“This year, we 

get a leap 

month – which 

has no holidays 

in it, and thus 

why February 

2019 is devoid 

of Jewish 

holidays.”   
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Rabbinical Reflections 

 

By Rabbi 

Daniel J. 

Swartz,  

Spiritual 

Leader, 

Temple 

Hesed, 

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 



Rosh Hashanah— 

Sept. 9—10, 2018 

Yom Kippur —  

Sept. 18—19, 2018 

Sukkot—  

Sept. 23—30, 2018 

Sh’mini Atzaret—Simchat 

Torah —Sept. 30—Oct. 1, 

2018 

Hanukkah —  

Dec. 2--10, 2018 

Tu B’Shvat —Jan.20—21, 

2019 

Purim— 

March.20-21, 2019 

Passover—  

Apr. 19—26, 2019 

Yom HaShoah—  

May 1—2, 2019 

Yom HaZikaron  

May. 7—8, 2019 

 

Yom HaAtzmaut May 8—9, 

2019 

Lag B’Omer — May 22—-23, 

2019 

Shavuot—  

June 8-9, 2019 

Tisha B’Av— 

Aug. 10—11, 2019 

Selichot —Sept. 21, 2019 

Jewish Holidays begin at sunset. 

Dates specified are for evenings. 

That means they run from sun-

down until dusk on the last day of 

the Holiday. 

Name  Civil Date  Hebrew Date 

Mishpatim              Feb. 2, 2019          28.Shevat.5779  

Terumah  Feb. 9, 2019 4.Adar I.5779 

Tetzave  Feb. 16, 2019 11.Adar I.5779 

Ki Tisa      Feb. 23, 2019 18.Adar I.5779 

 

More information is available from www.reformjudaism.org 

Holidays 5779 (2018—2019) 
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Services 6 p 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Services 8 pm 

9 Chanting 

Circle 10:30 am 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

Services 8 pm 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

Services 8 pm 

23 

24 25 26 27 28   

February 2019 

Services 6 

pm 

Torah Portions 

“When children are young, their 

parents talk about how smart 

they are; when parents are old, 

their children talk about how 

stupid they are.” 
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Week Ending February 2 (Service February 1) 

 

*Jennie Lehman, *Sadie W. Young, *Sol Davidow, *Frances Kaufman, *Dorothy Rosenberg, 

*Pamela Tigrett, Jacob Newman, Blanche Anspacher, Mindy Gromer, *Aaron Cooperman, 

*Emma L. Sarlin, Fred Friedmann, *Stephen M. Simon, *Maxwell M. Neumann, *Lena Wein-

berger 

 

Week Ending February 9 (Service February 8) 

 

*Margaret Oettinger, *Leona Falk, *Tillie Ackerman, *Clara Lauer, *Harry M. Siegel, *John 

Seagaard, Stanley Bernfeld, *Bessie Alperin, *Freda Carlson, *Harry Schmerin, *Lewis Sugar, 

*Sara W. Wormser, *Miriam Ruth Vogel, *Dotty B. Selverstone, *David Cornfield, *Murray Jacob-

son, Frances Maislin, *Sol Benjamin, *Seymour Gutter, *Hanna Rymland, *Jean Weinberg, *Levi 

H. Kramer, *Sarah Fassler, Tillie Lebowitz 

 

Week Ending February 16 (Service February 15) 

 

*Alfred Brown, *Simon Krotosky, *Lewis Marks, *Willard A. Phillips, Ralph Strohl, Phyllis 

Evanina, *Simon Ferber, *Leo B. Roos, *Joel Mitchell Alperin, *Nannette Roos, *Arthur Besen, 

*Janet B. Rubinger, *Alfred Rice, Sr., Sara Mendlowitz 

 

Week Ending February 23 (Service February 22) 

 

Mildred Lambert, *Marcus Fragin, *Minnie Levy, Tillie Fogel, *Louis E. Maring, Sr., *David Acker-

man, *Ike E. Oppenheim, *Nathan H. Strauss, *Miriam S. Newman, *Lillian Zepel, *Albert N. 

Kramer, *Dr. Henri Deutsch 

 

Week Ending March 2 (Service March 1) 

 

*Oscar Leventhal, *Michael Cembalest, Max Slawitsky, *Adele Hollander, *Carl Fragin, *Sallie 

Goodman, *Rosa J. Roos, *Rene Traub, *Anne C. Kramer, *Benjamin Friedman, *David Gold-

smith, *William Weinstock, *David Rymland, *Elias G. Roos, *Isadore Gordon, *Samuel B. Silver-

stein, *Harrie Phillips Mittelman 
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Yahrzeits and 

Personal 

Notes 

Get Wells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Y

id
d

is
h

 p
ro

v
e

rb
  

ro
m

 :
w

w
w

.y
id

d
is

h
w

it
.c

o
m

 

Larry Golden 

Ellen Kline 

Phillip Knobel 

Rich Mates 

Charlotte Milliken 

Charlene Ostro 

Joel Ostro 

Janet Slawitsky 

Edward Snitko, 

Sr. 

Emily Trunzo 

Eric Weinberg 



Our own Larry Milliken, 

long-time Temple 

Hesed board 

member and of-

ficer, decided 

that the relatively 

new Aron Hako-

desh (Torah ark) 

in the Ziegler 

Lounge (generously do-

nated by Fran Olick and 

assembled by her hus-

band Michael Krakow) 

needed a podium/

Torah table 

worthy of its 

beauty.  So he 

made one 

himself!  It’s 

just the right 

dimensions to 

be used both 

while leading services 

and when reading To-

rah.  Come stop by the 

temple to see it – or bet-

ter yet, come to a service 

and see it being used!  

And while you’re there, 

you can also check out 

the new-to-us organ, 

which our Music Director 

Ed Snitko arranged to be 

donated to us. 

 

New Torah Table 

 

Kennedy said, "Change 

is the law of life. And 

those who look only to 

the past or the present 

are certain to miss the 

future."  When we em-

brace change, we can 

shape a better future for 

ourselves and our world 

– but that doesn’t make 

it any easier!  Chants 

give us a chance to do 

an “end-run” around our 

resistance to change, 

helping us become less 

reactive while opening 

our hearts and mind.  

So join us on the 9th as 

we, through chant, study, 

and mutual support, 

seek new ways to em-

brace change. 

Embracing  Change at the 

Chanting Circle 

On February 9th at 

10:30 a.m., our Inter-

faith Chanting Circle will 

explore the theme of 

"Embracing Change." 

Often, change scares us, 

and we seek to hold onto 

the past even though 

that is both harmful and, 

in the end, impossi-

ble.  As President John F. 
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“When we embrace 

change, we can 

shape a better future 

for ourselves and our 

world – but that 

doesn’t make it any 

easier!” 

NEW Torah  table, built and donated by 

Larry Milliken , is used for services in the 

Zeigler Lounge. 



The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism is the Washington office of the Union for Reform Judaism, 

whose more than 900 congregations across North America encompass 1.5 million Reform Jews, and 

the Central Conference of American Rabbis, whose membership includes more than 2,000 Reform rabbis. 

Visit www.rac.org for more. 

  

RAC condemns HHS decision to allow religious-based discrimination 

What is RAC? 

“As Jews, we 

know too well that 

state-backed 

religious 

discrimination 

quickly becomes 

a stain on the 

nation.”  
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Nat ional  and 

Internat ion -

al  News  

 

WASHINGTON – In re-
sponse to a decision by 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services to 
grant a waiver allowing 
South Carolina child wel-
fare agencies to discrimi-
nate against prospective 
foster parents based on 
their religion, Rabbi Jonah 
Dov Pesner, Director of 
the Religious Action Cen-
ter of Reform Judaism, is-
sued the following state-
ment on behalf of the Un-
ion for Reform Judaism, 
the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, and the 
wider Reform Movement 
institutions: 

“We condemn the 
Department of 
Health and Human 
Services’ decision to 
allow federally-
funded child welfare 
organizations to dis-
criminate against 
foster parents based 
on their religion. This 

waiver harms reli-
gious minority foster 
parents and will deny 
thousands of foster 
youth the opportunity 
to find loving fami-
lies. Religion has no 
impact on a person’s 
ability to love and 
care for a child. Ra-
ther than imposing 
nonsensical and 
hurtful restrictions on 
prospective parents, 
the government 
should encourage 
more people to open 
their hearts and 
homes to children in 
need. The govern-
ment must also re-
frain from using tax-
payer money to dis-
criminate against an-
yone, including reli-
gious minorities. 

“South Carolina’s waiver 

request came in part be-

cause Miracle Hill Minis-

tries, a Protestant foster 

care agency, denied a 

Jewish woman the oppor-

tunity to serve as a foster 

mentor despite her suc-

cessful foster record in an-

other state. As Jews, we 

know too well that state-

backed religious discrimi-

nation quickly becomes a 

stain on the nation. Let us 

not limit opportunities for 

vulnerable youth to find 

safe and supportive 

homes. We strongly op-

pose the Department’s de-

cision to grant this religious 

exemption to South Caroli-

na.” 



 

Phone: 570-344-7201 

Fax: 570-344-4514 

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED: 

Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scran-

ton’s first and oldest Jewish congregation. It is one of the earliest congre-

gations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, now the 

Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874. 

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lacka-

wanna County and surrounding areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake 

Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the current 

building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West 

Warren Street in Dunmore. 

The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 

a.m.. to 2 p.m. 

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Con-

tact him to set a time. The rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. The Rabbi holds 

these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or 

could not be made. 

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visita-

tion hours are: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk 

and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more information, call the 

office. 

Temple Hesed  

1 Knox Road 

Scranton, PA 18505 

 

"The Temple of Loving Kindness" 

On the Web at: templehesed.org 

 
SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

570-877-3454 (cell) 

570-344-7201 (office) 

(rabbidaniel@comcast.net) 

———————- 

OFFICERS 

Esther Adelman and Steven Seitchik - Co-Presidents 

Larry Milliken - 1st Vice President 

Cheryl Friedman - 2nd Vice President 

Jeffrey Leventhal -  Treasurer 

Joan Davis - Secretary 

Jennifer Novak - Assistant Secretary 

 

Board Members: Kenneth Ganz, Dale Miller , Robert Hersh, 

Natalie Gelb, Paula Kane, Carol Leventhal , Judith Golden, 

Donna Kostiak, Loren Selznick,  

Honorary Life Board Member: Jane Oppenheim 

STAFF 

Marlene Gianzanti—Office Manager  

(MarleneCMG1@comcast.net) 

Edward Snitko-Director of Music 

Rich Mates-Messenger Editor  

(hesednews@gmail.com) 

Jennifer Rosen Novak 

Social Media Maven 

Jeffrey Heilbrunn  Webmaster  

( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)  

Our Partners Include; 

Temple personnel and officers 


