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Final Chai Mitzvah

April
Baskin,
Union for
Reform
Judaism,
Vice President for
Audacious
Hospitality
will be the guest speaker
at the Social Action Shabbat on June 15 at 7 p.m..
“The Call to Justice: The
Power of Love” is her topic.
It is a new job at URJ.

As part of the URJ’s
2020 vision, Audacious Hospitality is
the focused effort to
embrace our diversity
and reach out to those
currently not engaged
in Jewish life. The
URJ believes that
everyone can feel at home
in Jewish community –
and that Judaism must
meet people where they
are today to thrive tomorrow. As a movement, we
stand for a Judaism that
is inclusive and open – we

believe that there is more
than one authentic way to
be Jewish.
Baskin will discuss how
different groups can work
together to improve our
community.

Annual
Meeting June
20 at 7 p.m.
(See Page 2)
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If laughter is the best
remedy, come for the cure at
the Fifth Annual Night of
Comedy. Joe DeVito and Meghan Hanley, stars of television, international comedy
Joe DeVito
festivals, and well-known
New York, Boston and other
national venues, take to the
stage in this popular night of
comedic talent and exquisite
timing.

Joe DeVito’s dead-on timing,
unexpected twists and sheer
flights of lunacy make him a
favorite at the top clubs in New
York City and across the USA.

Joe’s TV credits include
The Late Late Show on CBS,
Comics Unleashed, Gotham
Comedy Live on AXS TV, Comedy Central and a semi-finalist
spin on NBC’s Last Comic
Meghan Hanley Standing. He’s also a regular
The event will be held
panelist on Fox News Channel,
at Temple Hesed, 1 Knox Road,
with other appearances, including
Scranton, on Saturday, June 9,
The Artie and Anthony Show, CNN,
2018. Doors open at 7 pm and the
(Continued on page 2)
show begins at 8 pm.
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Comedy
(Continued from page 1)

truTV’s The Smoking Gun Presents and more.
Joe’s performance at the
prestigious Just for Laughs Festival was rated “9.5 out of 10”
by the Montreal Gazette and his
debut album “First Date with
Joe DeVito,” is in regular rotation on SiriusXM radio.
Joining Joe will be Meghan Hanley, a national touring
stand-up comic, writer and
baseball blogger. She has appeared on AXSTV’s “Gotham
Comedy Live,” DreamsTV, as
well as Fox’s “Laughs,” and
“Red Eye.” Known for her quick
wit and upbeat persona, she has
been featured in several festivals, including Boston, Austin’s
Out of Bounds, Atlanta’s Laugh-

ing Skull and The Women in
Comedy Festival. This past
March she completed her first
tour with Armed Forces Entertainment, performing for the
troops in Kosovo, Germany, The
Netherlands, Belgium and England. In addition to stand-up,
she has contributed to WABC’s
“Curtis and Kuby Show,” Sports
Rants,” and in 2017 co-wrote
and co-hosted the program for
Fordham University’s Inaugural Athletics Gala. Currently,
Meghan can be seen in the web
series “Seeking Sublet,” on Funny or Die, and is the creator and
host of the popular web series
“Sports Tabata.” Lastly, she
smiles a lot, which some people
find suspicious, but is mostly
endearing.
Last year’s A Night of

Comedy also featured top-notch
comedians and drew more than
200 guests. A Night of Comedy
is perfect for anyone over age 21
who enjoys a good laugh.
Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 at the door. $60
Patron tickets entitle purchasers to two drinks. Beer, wine
and soda are available and
snacks will be provided. The
basket raffle will have some incredible prizes up for grabs.
Guests must be over 21 to attend.
It is preferred that you
order by phone, but tickets may
also be ordered online at Eventbrite. Order by phone at 570344-7201 or online at
www.hesedcomedy5.eventbrite.c
om.

Annual Congregational Meeting Set
The Congregation of Temple Hesed is
invited to our annual meeting, to be
held at Temple on Wednesday, June
20, at 7:00 PM, following our Board
meeting at 6:00.

make every effort to attend. It is your
opportunity to express your thoughts
and opinions. Your input is valuable
and always welcomed.

Afterwards, we can all schmooze with
We will elect our officers and board
our congregational family over cookies
members for 2018-2019. There will be and fruit.
reports from various committees to
keep you up to speed on what’s been
happening all year. You will also apEsther and Steve, co-presidents
prove the new year’s budget.
We hope to see you there. Please
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Rabbinical Reflections — Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

The Power of Love

I

That’s why I’m so excited about our upcoming
Oppenheim Institute Social Justice Sabbath,
have to admit – I paid no attention
on June 15th at 7 pm: “The Call to Justice, the
at all to the “Royal Wedding.” DePower of Love.” Our speaker this year is
spite appreciating the social justice work MeApril Baskin, the Union for Reform Judaism’s
ghan Markle has done and the support Prince
Vice-President for Audacious Hospitality –
Harry has given to injured veterans, it really
how’s that for a great job title! April has dedididn’t interest me, and the amount of attencated her life to the pursuit of justice through
tion the world seemed to give to it just seemed
the power of love. The immediate past presistrange to me.
dent of the Jewish Multiracial Network and
one of “12 Faith Leaders to Watch,” according
to the Center for American Progress, April
I was kind of tickled that an Africanhas brought people together across political
American gospel choir sang Ben E. King’s
boundaries, racial backgrounds, and gender
“Stand By Me,” a song that I love (and that
identities. Her own life experience as a Jew of
made it into a recent Purim Shpiel.) But
color growing up with ties to Pennsylvania
what I did end up paying attention to was the
has helped her gain insight into how different
sermon by Bishop Michael Bruce Curry, the
groups see each other – and how to transcend
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church and
those differences.
a long-time advocate for social justice and environmental sustainability.

Bishop Curry spoke about the “power of love.”
Of course, since this was a wedding, after all,
that included romantic love. But Bishop Curry understands that there are other meanings
to love – ones that we might call Hesed. He
quoted extensively from Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who realized that love is one of
the most powerful forces for good in the world.
Far from being a treacly greeting-card emotion, this sort of love is what enables us to
reach across differences, to make leaps of moral imagination and empathy, and by doing so,
to spread justice and engage in Tikkun Olam,
the healing of the world. As King taught, hate
cannot extinguish hate – only love can.

While she has never held back from speaking
truth to power, one thing that sets April
apart, besides her unique background, is how
she brings Hesed, overflowing love, into the
equation. In this time of red/blue divides, of
black/white tensions and many other societal
conflicts, she will help us explore how we can
bring people together, and together how we
can help build a world of justice and love.
Please help us spread the word – this is a
message that the broader Scranton community really needs to hear!

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz
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Presidents’ Page by Esther Adelman, co-president

Perils of Leadership
Esther Adelman
In the Torah portion “Chukat”, found
in the book of Numbers, there is a lesson to be learned from the story of
Moses striking the rock to get water
for his parched followers, the Israelites.

But Adonai said to Moses and Aaron,
“Because you did not trust Me enough
to affirm My sanctity in the sight of
the Israelite people, therefore you
shall not lead this congregation into
the land that I have given them.”

tenuous position. The leader has to
constantly assess situations to come
up with the best possible solutions.
But who is to benefit from those solutions? Is it always wise to put the
people first? Is it sometimes better to
make decisions “for their own good”,
and not to appease them? Is it someThe text reads:
times better to pretend that the anI pondered over why God was so angry
swer came from the leader and not
with Moses and Aaron. Then, as I
from another source?
reread the text, I realized several
The community was without water,
things. God’s Presence appeared beand they joined against Moses and
fore both Moses and Aaron, but God
Aaron. The people quarreled with
spoke only to Moses. Does that mean With any leadership position, the reMoses, saying, “If only we had perthat Aaron wasn’t able to hear Him
spect of the people being lead is the
ished when our brothers perished at
because God didn’t want him to? Ap- primary factor in their accepting the
the instance of Adonai! Why have you parently, Aaron was just there as a
actions of the leader. When that rebrought Adonai’s congregation into
companion to Moses, with no real part spect is no longer felt, the leader sufthis wilderness for us and our beasts
to play. Then God told Moses to order fers the consequences, as do those beto die there? Why did you make us
the rock to yield its water.
ing lead, ultimately. That’s what hapleave Egypt to bring us to this
pened to Moses; that’s what happens
wretched place, a place with no grain
in all phases of life, from the family to
or figs or vines or pomegranates?
the business world to the government.
When Moses asked the people if they,
There is not even water to drink!”
It is the extremely difficult task of the
he and Aaron, should get water out of
leader to “get his or her people back”
the rock, he completely eliminated
without using dictatorial tactics. It is
God from the picture. When he struck
all a matter of finesse. Moses finessed
Moses and Aaron came away from the the rock, it was not as God had inthe people, but he couldn’t finesse
congregation to the entrance of the
structed; it was to show that he, MoGod.
Tent of Meeting, and fell on their fac- ses, had the power to command the
es. The Presence of Adonai appeared rock. Aaron simply stood by and said
to them, and Adonai spoke to Moses,
nothing, although if you remember, he
saying, “You and your brother Aaron
did not hear from God what they were The following quote is attributed to
take the rod and assemble the commu- to do. Perhaps Aaron thought that
Abraham Lincoln, but even though
nity, and before their very eyes order
God had instructed Moses to strike the there is some dispute as to whether he
the rock to yield its water. Thus you
rock. After all, He did tell Moses to
really said it, it is nonetheless worth
shall produce water for them from the take the rod.
quoting:
rock and provide drink for the congregation and their beasts.”
“You can fool all of the people some of
the time, and some of the people all of
Moses, whose leadership was being
the time, but you cannot fool all of the
questioned, had to do something to
people all of the time.”
Moses took the rod from before Adoshow the people that he was still in
nai, as he had been commanded. Mo- charge. I think that is why he didn’t
ses and Aaron assembled the congregive God the credit for giving them the
gation in front of the rock; and he said water they desperately needed. Since Many leaders use this philosophy to
to them, “Listen, you rebels, shall we
their advantage, but they have to be
the rod was the symbol of his power,
get water for you out of this rock?”
Moses used it to take command of the careful. Too many times, it has blown
And Moses raised his hand and struck situation, even though it cost him and up in their faces. Moses, unfortunatethe rock twice with his rod. Out came his brother dearly.
ly, realized that you cannot fool God
copious water, and the community and
anytime.
their beasts drank.
Enough said.
Any type of leadership is always a

Cc c
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Yahrzeits and Personal Notes
YAHRZEITS

Get Well
Wishes

Week Ending June 2 (Service June 1)
Milton Cooperman, *Edna M. Siegel, *William Krotosky, *Simon Smith, *Cora F.
Reinthal, *Rochelle Goldman, *Louis Goldsmith, *Selma Blank Maring, Robert
Baron, *Sophie Driesen, *Rose Slavitz, *Betty Goldsmith

Jane Knobel

Week Ending June 9 (Service June 8)

Jim Mates

*Leonard Cohen, *Lenore Forman, *Theodora Swartz, *Bela M. Davidow, *Clare
Rice, *Jennie B. Rosen, Dr. Bernard Shair, Benjamin Slawitsky, Joann Monahan, *Gertrude R. Sobel

Rich Mates
Charlene Ostro
Joel Ostro
Emily Trunzo
Janet Slawitsky
Edward Snitko,
Sr.

B’Nai Mitzvah
5778
Reece Weinberg — July 28
Zachary Cahn — August 18

Week Ending June 16 (Service June 15)
*Harry Adelman, Claire Bayer Ballot, *Morris Stein, *Sophie Bloch, *Janet Richman, *Bettie Landau, Frank Seitchik, Bess Fragin, *Edward Apfelbaum,
*Jerome Friedman, *Sara Jacobson, *Viola Goldsmith, *Esther Apfelbaum,
*Irving Rosen
Week Ending June 23 (Service June 22)
*Rose Levy, *Irving Levy, *Ruth A. Cohen, *Sam Dinner, *Margery Phillips
Freedman, *Dr. Maurice Marmelstein, *Ralph Gardner, *Muriel Stone Smith,
*Frank Peck, *Gertrude L. Freedman, *Bert Falk
Week Ending June 30 (Service June 29)
*Abraham Hillsberg, *Doris Cohen, *Lena Mitteldorf, *Maude Perlin, Sara
Greenstein Rosenstein, *Irene B. Newman, *Sander Dembert, *Dr. Harry Goodfriend, *Martha Noe, *Louis Jacobs, *Louis Kleeman, Marjorie Meyer,
*Constance Oppenheim, *Edward Gordon, *Harold Joseph, *Eleanore F. Bashkoff, *Maud Carlyon, Morris Mendlowitz, *Bertha Goodman
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June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
3

4

5

6

SERVICES
6 p.m.

SERVICES

7

8 8 p.m.

12

13

18

19

9 Night of

15Oppenheim 16
Chanting Circle

14

Speaker & Service
-7 p.m.

vah 11am

17

2

Comedy—8 pm

R
V
I

10 Chai Mitz- 11

Sat

20 Cong. Mtg 21

SERVICES

22 8 p.m.

10:30 am

23

7pm

24

25

26

27

28

29SERVICES 30
8 p.m.

Holidays 5778
Rosh Hashanah— Yom HaShoah—
Sept. 21, 2017
Apr. 12, 2018
Yom Kippur —
Sept. 30, 2017

Yom HaZikaron
Apr. 18, 2018

Sukkot—
Oct. 5-11, 2017

Yom HaAtzmaut
Apr. 19, 2018

Simchat Torah — Lag B’Omer —
Oct. 13, 2017
May 3, 2018
Hanukkah —
Shavuot—
Dec. 13-20, 2017 May 20-21, 2018

Yiddish Saying Of the Month

“Laughter is heard
farther than weeping.”
Yiddish Proverb from
a book by Fred Kogos

Torah Portions
Name

Civil Date

Hebrew Date

Beha-alotecha

June 2, 2018

18.Sivan.5778

Tu B’Shvat —
Jan. 31, 2018

Tisha B’Av—
July 22, 2018

Shetch

June 9, 2018

26 Sivan.5778

Korach

June 16, 2018

3.Tammuz.5778

Purim—
Mar.1, 2018

Selichot —Sept.1

Chukkat

June 23, 2018

10.Tammuz.5778

(Holidays begin at sundown the
night before)

Balak

June 30, 2018

17.Tammuz.5778

Passover—
Mar. 31-Apr. 7, 2018

More Torah resources at www.urj.org
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Chanting Circle: Creating a
Sanctuary, June 16th @ 10:30 a.m.
The term “sanctuary” has been used in many different contexts, from “sanctuary cities” for refugees to wildlife refuges. At our June chanting circle, we’ll take a deeper dive
into the concept of sanctuary: what does it mean to create
a safe and holy space, a sanctuary, a Mishkan for our own
hearts by cultivating our inner life? How do we make our
relationships with others into a kind of Mishkan? Can we
spread this feeling of Mishkan throughout our community,
or even throughout the world? And how do we open our
hearts to the possibility of finding sanctuary in all moments in our lives? Through our chanting and through the
texts we’ll examine, we will try to bring all those levels of
sanctuary into being. As always, everyone is welcome and
no prior experience is necessary.

Next Month is the
Annual Double
Summer Issue.
Get your news in by
June 20th.
This edition will be
for July and August.

Israel and the Spirit of Judaism -- Final Chai Mitzvah Class on June 10th @ 11 a.m.
How do we, as modern Reform Jews
in America, relate to Israel? What
role can and should Israel play in
our lives and in the Jewish spirit?
Between inner conflicts with the Orthodox monopoly and outer conflicts
with Gaza, Syria, Iran and more,
our relations are more complicated
than ever – but no less important.

day, June 10th, will cover this important subject. As with all our Chai
Mitzvah classes, this session is open
to everyone interested in the topic,
whether or not you’ve been part of
previous classes.

Please RSVP directly to Rabbi Daniel
at rabbidaniel@comcast.net to let him
know if you plan to come, so he can
Our final Chai Mitzvah class, at 11 am on Sun- make sure to have enough copies of materials

What do you want ? Summer Adult-Ed Class begins soon
Our year-long Chai Mitzvah class concludes on July 7th, with a special celebratory
service that we’ll highlight in the next Mesenger. The summer, with our snowbirds
here, gives Rabbi Daniel a chance to teach a 4-6 session class on a topic of interest to
the congregation – which leads us to the important question: What do YOU want to
learn? Would you like to learn about the Psalms, what they mean and how they can
be helpful in your everyday lives? How about looking at what Jewish sources have to
say about topics in the headlines, from immigration to conflicts over religious freedoms to gun violence? Or the hidden stories of the women of the bible and the Talmud? Or ancient and modern Jewish poetry?

Adult Education
This Summer

Rabbi Daniel would be happy to teach about any of these – but most of all wants to teach what you want to learn
about. So call (570-344-7201) or email (templehesed@comcast.net) the Temple office with your opinion or request,
and make sure to also let us know which days of the week and what times of day are best for you.
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Temple Hesed’s Oppenheim Institute Social Justice Sabbath presents:

THE CALL TO JUSTICE,THE POWER OF LOVE
June 15th @ 7 p.m. – 1 Knox Rd.
Join us as April Baskin, the Union for Reform Judaism’s (URJ) Vice-President for Audacious Hospitality, discusses how, even in today’s divided
world, we can come together to work for justice, build a world of love, lift up marginalized voices and speak truth to power. April has also
served as the National Director of Training for InterfaithFamily, a Keshet facilitator for LGBT inclusion, and president of the Jewish Multiracial
Network. In 2017, she was named one of
“12 Faith Leaders to Watch” by the Center for American Progress.
Everyone is welcome – there is no charge for this event!

Cc c

For more information, contact Temple Hesed:
Phone: 570-877-3454 Email: templehesed@comcast.net
1 Knox Rd., Scranton, PA 18505
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Rabbi Jacobs on US Embassy in Jerusalem
May 14, NEW YORK. URJ President, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, issued
the following statement on the
opening of the US embassy in Israel:

this way. In a week when tensions
are high, we demand that the Palestinian Authority do all within its
power to end the violence, not inflame it. We also condemn the Hamas leadership for encouraging inRabbi Rick Jacobs
‘We celebrate with Israel and the
citement at the border with Israel.
U.S. to mark this historic occasion as the And, we urge the Government of Israel to
U.S. Embassy opens in Jerusalem. Hav- take all precautions to minimize civilian
ing the American Embassy in Jerusalem casualties.
underscores the special relationship beToday, the Trump Administration detween Israel and the United States.
clared its commitment to promoting a
“We hope that the new Embassy being
peaceful solution to the Israel-Palestinian
dedicated today will become an addition- conflict by celebrating the new U.S. Emal manifestation of the U.S. commitment bassy in Jerusalem. We also celebrate the
to Israel’s safety and security. We hope,
opening of the Embassy as an affirmation
as well, that the American Administraof the deep and lasting ties between the
tion will do everything within its power to U.S. and Israel. However, we remain very
bring Israelis and Palestinians back tomuch aware of the lack of progress together to the negotiating table so that
ward a long-term just solution for Israelis
this Embassy will indeed represent a new and Palestinians. We hope that the Adstep to bring peace in the sacred home
ministration’s statements today are the
that is Jerusalem
start of a serious new effort to bring both
sides back to the table. The current situa“That Israel has the right, and even the
tion is simply unsustainable, and not adobligation, to defend herself and her borvantageous to U.S. interests, to Israel’s
ders is beyond dispute. But we are
long-term security, nor to Palestinian
alarmed, concerned, and profoundly sad- hopes for a viable independent Palestinidened by the growing number of Gazan
an state. And the human toll continues to
dead and wounded. It does not have to be rise.”
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Fax: 570-344-4514
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Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter
Web Pages: www,TempleHesed.org
Submit articles, letters, etc. to: HesedNews@gmail.com

SPIRITUAL LEADER

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz
570-877-3454 (cell)
570-344-7201 (office)
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ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:
Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scranton’s first and oldest Jewish
congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874.
The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding
areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the
current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in
Dunmore.
The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m.
Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The
rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could
not be made.
The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: MondayFriday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more
information, call the office.

Edward Snitko-Director of
Music
Rich Mates-Messenger
Editor
(hesednews@gmail.com)
Jennifer Rosen Novak
Social Media Maven
Jeffrey Heilbrunn
Webmaster
( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)

Eco-Tip:
Grounds Maintenance: One of the biggest threats to local wildlife is development—as homes go up, habitat is destroyed, and
wildlife is unable to find places to feed, live, and raise young.
Make your property as wildlife-friendly as possible by certifying your backyard as a wildlife habitat.
See National Wildlife Federation’s Certified Wildlife Habitat™
program: http://www.nwf.org/gardenforwildlife/
Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith: www.greenfaith.org

