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Topping last year’s Super-

hero SuperPurim might 

seem like a Mission Impos-

sible but if you Get Smart 

about it, you’ll understand 

that nothing is stronger (or 

funnier) than Temple 

Hesed’s Bond with Purim.   

It doesn’t take a Sherlock 

Holmes to recognize that a 

Spy/Thriller theme for Pu-

rim has endless, and end-

lessly fun possibili-

ties.  We’ll have 

some of your favor-

ite villains, from 

Boris Badenov to 

Ernst Stavro Blofeld (James 

Bond’s foe with the white 

cat) and some great heroes 

too.   And our songs will hit 

the bull’s-eye, from Hit Me 

with Your Best Shot to Pink 

Panther to Secret Agent 

Man  and of course, Gold-

finger.  Join us March 2 for 

all of the thrilling schedule: 

5:00 pm Spy Games Purim 

Mini-Carnival – no charge 

5:45 pm Purim Pasta Din-

ner -- $5/person, families/

$15; $1 off if in costume 

6:30 pm Spy, a Purim 

Shpiel – no charge 

7:15 pm Hamentashen 

Bake-off – no charge 

RSVP now, so it’s not a 

mystery how many people 

are coming! 
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 Take 2 on Chant-

ing Circle 

 Chai Mitzvah 

 Rabbi Posner ar-

rested  

In our January kids program, we made 

“Bedtime Sh’ma Pillows.”  On February 

2nd, at 6 p.m. adults and children can come 

together for a festive Tu B’Shvat seder. 

It’ll have everything from fun, tree-

centered food – ever tried a maple gum-

my? —  to great take-home projects: home-

made bird feeders and parsley “trees.”   

There is no charge for this kid-friendly 

evening, but please RSVP so we have 

enough fruit to go around!  

Everyone is welcome, so invite friends and 

their families. 

 

Tu B’Shvat Seder Shabbat  

and Kids Program, Feb. 2 

See Your 

Shadow 

Edition 

Monthly Children’s Programs – Beginning January 

2nd, 4 p.m. 

Would You Believe Bond is 

Coming for Purim? 

Maxwell Smart & Chief 
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To make a donation 

Contact the Temple office 

(570) 344-7201 

Temple Hesed now 

accepts these 

credit/debit cards for 

most payments or 

donations 
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ROSEANN SMITH 

ALPERIN ENDOWMENT 

FUND 

 

In Memory of Sharon Asch 

Lois and Simon Leventhal 

 

BUILDING FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Beloved Brother, Wil-

liam Lerner 

Janet Slawitsky 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Ira Lauscher 

George and Helen Lauscher 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Ralph Meyer 

David and Marlene Meyer 

 

RABBI’S  

DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Edward Denis 

Len and Lainey Denis 

 

 

 

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL 

TOY FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Linda Lee Leventhal 

Lindsay Leventhal 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Mother, Olga Adelman 

Deborah and John Orgill 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Jennie Lehman 

Paula Wasser 

 

TORAH RESTORATION 

FUND 

 

In Memory of Sharon Asch 

Esther B. Adelman 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Olga Adelman 

Esther B. Adelman 

NOTICE 

The minimum donation for 

acknowledgment by mail 

and in The Messenger is now 

$10. 

Donations 
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P erhaps I first heard of Tu B’Shvat, the Jewish 

New Year of the Tree—marked on the 15th day 

(represented by the letters tet (9) and vov (6), 

hence “Tu”) of the month of Shvat—back when I 

went to religious school in the 1960s and 70s.   

Perhaps…but I certainly didn’t retain the information.   

Fast forward to college in the early 80s, majoring in envi-

ronmental studies and simultaneously rediscovering my 

Jewish heritage. Being outdoors and celebrating the natu-

ral world was an important part of my spirituality, so I 

sought out any hints that other Jews felt the same way. 

Imagine my thrill and surprise when I first read about the 

mystical “Tu B’Shvat seder,” a ritual dating at least back to 

the early 1700’s. Marked by a celebratory meal with four 

cups of wine and three categories of fruit, it was both a sen-

sual pleasure and deeply moving to sample a wide variety 

of exotic fruits, contemplating as we ate our connections to 

both the physical world and to various mystical realms. 

What a fabulous way, I thought, to honor Tu B’Shvat, trees, 

and – at least I hoped – all things environmental.   

Well, not quite.  

For the mystics who came up with the first Tu B’Shvat se-

ders, trees were mostly a metaphor for the flow of divine 

energy and presence. As much as we may wish it, for them, 

Tu B’Shvat was not some sort of proto-Earth Day.  

Regardless, these rituals were a creative, inspiring strand 

in a complex web of Jewish traditions, including many that 

demonstrate a profound understanding of the best way to 

relate to and sustain the world surrounding us.  

For example, the Tu BiSh’vat seder itself was a creative 

reimagining of the earliest hints we have of Tu B’Shvat it-

self—a very brief mention in the Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 

1:1) about a ‘new year’ for the trees. The date for that new 

year was apparently in dispute, and in response Rav Hai 

Gaon, one of the leaders of the Babylonian Jewish commu-

nity in the 10th and 11th centuries C.E, writes “at [the] time 

the sap begins to flow upwards and the trees begin to drink 

and come alive” (Answers of the Gaonim, 1:4 page 119).   

This idea—that seemingly dormant trees are actually quite 

awake, alive, and getting ready for spring—was well known 

to me from my high school days of tapping maple trees and 

boiling down their sap to make maple syrup.  How fabulous 

that this piece of nature lore was well known to the leading 

rabbi of 1000 years ago!  And how wonderful that it in-

spired other rabbis, 700 years later.  These mystics leapt 

from the physical to the metaphorical, to a contemplation of 

the very flow of life itself, the possibility of becoming con-

nected to the divine flow that, whether we acknowledge it 

or not, surrounds us at all times, even in our spiritual 

“winters.” 

As I learned more about Tu B’Shvat, I realized that many 

generations of Jews have taken the metaphorical leap of 

the mystics as the starting point of their own journeys, con-

necting to the earth, our traditions, and the divine flow. 

These journeys range from the intense connection to the 

land found in the Zionist writings of A.D. Gordon, to a 

growing number of Jews who, like me, make connections 

between their faith and traditions, on the one hand, and 

solving modern environmental crises, on the other.  When-

ever we see a mountain and pause to say a b’rachah, a 

blessing, when teens in a Reform Movement camp learn 

about sustainable gardening, when synagogues cut their 

energy usage or buy “green” electricity, we are all taking 

the next steps on that journey. 

Here at Temple Hesed, you can join this journey in at least 

three ways.  First, On February 2nd, at 6 pm join us for our 

own Tu  B’Shvat seder.  We’ll eat exotic fruit, sing enter-

taining songs, and the kids will have fun crafts projects.  

Then, on February 10th, we have a tree-themed Chanting 

Circle – we’ll definitely walk in the footsteps of the mystics 

for that one.  And all month long, and on into the future, 

you can get involved with my work with the Coalition on 

the Environment and Jewish Life.  Send me an email if you 

want to get on our email list, or like COEJL on Facebook to 

hear about our events and programs.    Connect to the earth 

while we connect to our Judaism – it’s tradition! 

CEOJL and the RAC want to work with Jews and Jewish 

communities to learn about Jewish environmental teach-

ings and put them into practice.  As we celebrate Tu 

B’Shvat this year, may we all join together in the most lit-

eral sense of “Tikkun Olam,” healing our world, by taking 

action to protect the many wonders of Creation. 

 

— Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

Rabbinical Reflections — Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

Tu B’Shvat Roots and Branches 



 

 

February 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

Chai Mitzvah 11 
am 

19 20 21  

Board Meets @ 6 
pm 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28  

Fast of Esther 

   

SERVICES  

8 p.m. 
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Yiddish Saying Of the Month 

“It’s better to be be 

with a wise man in 

hell than with a 

fool in paradise.” 

 

 

Yitro    Feb. 3, 2018     18.Shvat.5778 

Mishpatim   Feb. 10, 2018  25.Shvat.5778 

Terumah  Feb. 17, 2018  2.Adar.5778 

Tetzave   Feb. 24, 2018  9.Adar.5778 

 

Torah Portions 
Name   Civil Date  Hebrew Date 

More Torah resources at www.urj.org 

Yiddish Proverb from 

a book by Fred Kogos 

Tu B’Shvat 

Seder 6 p.m. 

 

Rosh Hashanah— 

Sept. 21, 2017 

Yom Kippur —  

Sept. 30, 2017 

Sukkot—  

Oct. 5-11, 2017 

Simchat Torah — 

Oct. 13, 2017 

Hanukkah —  

Dec. 13-20, 2017 

Tu B’Shvat —

Jan. 31, 2018 

Purim— 

Mar.1, 2018 

Passover—  

Mar. 31-Apr. 7, 2018 

Yom HaShoah—  

Apr. 12, 2018 

Yom HaZikaron  

Apr. 18, 2018 

 

Yom HaAtzmaut 

Apr. 19, 2018 

Lag B’Omer — 

May 3, 2018 

Shavuot—  

May 20-21, 2018 

Tisha B’Av— 

July 22, 2018 

Selichot —Sept.1 

(Holidays begin at sundown  the 

night before) 

Holidays 5778 

Chanting Circle 

10:30 a.m. 

SERVICES  

8 p.m. 

SERVICES  

8 p.m. 



 

 

 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes 
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Week Ending February 3 (Service February 2) 

 

*Sol Davidow, *Frances Kaufman, *Dorothy Rosenberg, *Pamela Tigrett, Jacob 

Newman, Blanche Anspacher, *Aaron Cooperman, *Emma L. Sarlin, Fred Fried-

mann, *Stephen M. Simon, *Maxwell M. Neumann, *Lena Weinberger, 

*Margaret Oettinger 

 

Week Ending February 10 (Service February 9) 

 

*Leona Falk, *Tillie Ackerman, *Clara Lauer, *Harry M. Siegel, *John Seagaard, 

Stanley Bernfeld, *Bessie Alperin, *Freda Carlson, *Harry Schmerin, *Lewis 

Sugar, *Sara W. Wormser, *Miriam Ruth Vogel, *Dotty B. Selverstone, *David 

Cornfield, Frances Maislin, *Sol Benjamin, *Seymour Gutter, *Hanna Rymland, 

*Jean Weinberg, *Levi H. Kramer, *Sarah Fassler, *Alfred Brown, *Simon Kro-

tosky, *Lewis Marks *Willard A. Phillips, Ralph Strohl, Phyllis Evanina, Mindy 

Gromer 

 

Week Ending February 17 (Service February 16) 

 

*Simon Ferber, *Leo B. Roos, *Joel Mitchell Alperin, *Nannette Roos, *Arthur 

Besen, *Janet B. Rubinger, *Alfred Rice, Sr., Sara Mendlowitz, Mildred Lambert 

 

Week Ending February 24 (Service February 23) 

 

*Marcus Fragin, *Minnie Levy, Tillie Fogel, *Louis E. Maring, Sr., Tillie Le-

bowitz, *David Ackerman, *Ike E. Oppenheim, *Nathan H. Strauss, *Miriam S. 

Newman, *Lillian Zepel, *Albert N. Kramer, *Dr. Henri Deutsch 

 

Week Ending March 3 (Service March 2) 

 

*Oscar Leventhal, *Michael Cembalest, Max Slawitsky, *Carl Fragin, *Sallie 

Goodman, *Rosa J. Roos, *Rene Traub, *Anna C. Kramer, *Benjamin Friedman, 

*David Goldsmith, *William Weinstock, *David Rymland, *William Katz, *Elias 

G. Roos, *Isadore Gordon, *Samuel B. Silverstein, *Harrie Phillips Mittelman, 

*Monroe Brandwene, *Hilda Ziegler 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes 

Get Well Wishes 

Rich Mates 

Charlene Ostro 

Emily Trunzo 

Janet Slawitsky 

Edward Snitko, 

Sr. 

 Mazel Tov 

 

 

Jeremy and Briana 

Adelman welcomed their 

new daughter, Felicity, on 

January 9.  She weighed in 

at 7 pounds, 10 ounces, and 

was 20 1/2 inches long. 
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In the era of #MeToo and 

“frenemies,” of cyber-bullying and 

“unfriending,” we’re all looking for 

ways to ease tensions, bridge divides, 

and get guidance about relation-

ships.   

The Jewish tradition has thousands 

of years of experience with bad and 

good relationships, all the way from 

Cain and Abel and Joseph and his 

brothers on the one side to Rabbis 

Daniel and Marjorie on the other!   

So it’s not surprising that there is a 

wealth of wisdom in our tradition, 

wisdom that has never been as rele-

vant and important as it is today. 

Even if you haven’t come to other 

Chai Mitzvah sessions, join us on 

Feb 18 at 11 am. for this important 

topic.  Call the Temple office for the 

location and to RSVP.  There is no 

charge for this session. 

Chai Mitzvah Class on Interpersonal Relationships  

– 11 am on February 18th 

WASHINGTON – The Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism. on Jan 17, 
joined Bend the Arc Jewish Action, the 
Anti-Defamation League, T'ruah and other 
Jewish organizations in an act of civil dis-
obedience in the Russell Senate Office 
Building to demand immediate passage of 
the Dream Act.  

This bipartisan legislation that will protect 
nearly 800,000 immigrant youth from imminent de-
portation. 

Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, executive director of the 
Religious Action Center, and other Jewish leaders 
from across the country were arrested by Capitol 
Police while protesting in support of Dreamers.  

Over 600 Reform Jewish rabbis and cantors, includ-
ing 139 from New York state, also delivered an 
open letter to Senate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, urging him to use the power of his posi-
tion to demand the passage of the Dream Act. .  

Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Director of 
the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
released the following statement:  

"We demand that Congress act immediately to en-
sure that the Dreamers have a secure future in the 

United States. The futures of nearly 
800,000 young people hang in the balance 
and we refuse to accept further delay on a 
legislative solution. 

“This is no time for business as usual. In 
the Torah, we are called 36 different ways 
to love the stranger, the orphan, and the 
widow. We were strangers in the land of 
Egypt, and know what it means to be 

turned away from places we thought of as home. 
Dreamers are Americans in most ways that matter. 
The United States is the only home many of them 
have known. They are members of our communities 
who deserve nothing less than a secure future and 
the ability to continue to contribute to this nation. 

“Reform Jews across the United States have called 
their Senators and Representatives, written to the 
White House, visited Congress, and rallied in the 
streets. Today, we say there is no more time to 
waste. We insist that Dreamers be recognized as 
the Americans that they are." 

Rabbi Pesner 

Rabbi Pesner Arrested in January during Dreamers 

Act protest in Senate Office Building 



 

 

 

New York, NY; January 16, 2018 - 
In response to recent statements by 
Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 
President of the Union for Reform Ju-
daism, issued this statement: 

We condemn unequivocally 

President Abbas’ recent 

statements rejecting the Jewish people’s 

connections with Israel, denying the legit-

imacy of a Jewish State of Israel, and 

promulgating conspiracy theories about 

the creation of the State of Israel.  

 

We condemn as well the Palestinian Cen-

tral Committee’s affirmation of his views 

and its call to break relations with Israel. 

Such statements and actions undercut 

possibilities for a peace process that alone 

holds the path to a viable and independ-

ent Palestinian state. While the on-the- 

ground ramifications of these state-

ments are still unclear, there is no 

doubt that these statements risk a new 

and very dangerous escalation of ten-

sions between Israel and the Palestini-

ans.  

 

We continue to believe that the only fu-

ture for a Jewish democratic State of Isra-

el is to end its 

rule over millions 

of Palestinians.  

 

We urge respon-

sible forces in the 

Palestinian community, Israel, the U.S. 

and international community, who re-

main committed to a two-state solution, 

to do everything feasible to restart move-

ment in that direction. 
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URJ’s Jacobs Condemns PA President Abbas’ Statements 

Chanting Circle: Tree of Life, Take 2– Feb. 10
th
, 10:30 a.m. 

In a somewhat ironic turn of events, our January Chanting Circle, which was supposed to be in part about life perse-

vering even in the midst of winter, had to be cancelled because of severe winter weather!  But, fear not, we are trying 

again in February. So, take a look at the “winter wonderland” outside.   

Pretty, but also pretty lifeless looking, right?  Looks can be deceiving, however, for there’s something important and 

life-giving going on inside the seemingly lifeless trees. Just this time of year (which is why maple syrup is produced 

now),  the sap begins to flow mysteriously upward as trees prepare for Spring.  This secret fountain of life is why Tu 

B’Shvat, the New Year of the tree is celebrated at this seemingly barren time.   

And that’s also why at this month’s chanting circle, on February 10th at 10:30 am, we will focus on the idea of the Tree 

of Life.    

Through our chants and study, with some visual aids provided by trees, we will seek to connect with the wisdom, en-

ergy, and upward flow of life found in the surrounding forest.   

Everyone is welcome to join us for a relaxing, energizing morning. 

Rabbi Rick Jacobs 



 

 

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED: 

Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scranton’s first and oldest Jewish 

congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874. 

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding 

areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the 

current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in 

Dunmore. 

The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m. 

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The 

rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could 

not be made. 

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monday-

Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more 

information, call the office. 

1 Knox Road 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Email for Temple: 

    TempleHesed@comcast.net 

TEMPLE HESED 

“SCRANTON’S FIRST SYNAGOGUE”  

Published 11 times a year 

Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter 

Web Pages: www,TempleHesed.org 

Submit articles, letters, etc. to: HesedNews@gmail.com 

SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 
570-877-3454 (cell) 

570-344-7201 (office) 

(rabbidaniel@comcast.net) 

———————- 

OFFICERS 

Esther Adelman and Ste-

ven Seitchik - Co-Presidents 

Larry Milliken - 1st Vice 

President 

Richard Goldenziel - 2nd 

Vice President 

Jeffrey Leventhal -  Treasurer 

Joan Davis - Secretary 

Jennifer Novak - Assistant 

Secretary 

 

Board Members: Cheryl 

Friedman, Kenneth Ganz, 

Natalie Gelb, Robert 

Hersh, Paula Kane, Carol 

Leventhal, Michael Kra-

kow, Dale Miller, Frances 

Olick 

Life Director: 

Jane Oppenheim 

STAFF 

Marlene Gianzanti—Office 

Manager 

(MarleneCMG1@comcast.net) 

Edward Snitko-Director of 

Music 

 

Rich Mates-Messenger  

Editor  

(hesednews@gmail.com) 

 

Jennifer Rosen Novak 

Social Media Maven 

Jeffrey Heilbrunn 

 Webmaster  

( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)  

Phone: 570-344-7201 

Fax: 570-344-4514 

Eco-Tip:   
 

Energy: The average home spends about $2,000 on energy bills 
every year. By changing to appliances that have earned the En-
ergy Star, you can save $75 a year in energy costs (Energy  
Star). Energy Star rated appliances use 10-50% less energy and 
water than standard models over their lifetime, making a big 
difference for the environment and your budget: 
http://www.energystar.gov/ 

 

Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith: www.greenfaith.org 

 


