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Evie is a very experi-

enced emcee and will 

bring a different view-

point to our Night of 

Comedy. 

Featured is Michael 

Capozzola, a San Fran-
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If you thought the 

Lackawanna County 

Recorder of Deeds was-

n’t funny, you don’t 

know Evie Rafalko–

McNulty. She will em-

cee our 4th Annual 

Night of Comedy fund-

raiser on April 1 at 8 

p.m.  

A long-time Democrat-

ic Party official, she 

may have a few things 

to say about the presi-

dential election. 
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A number of local and na-

tional environmental and 

public interest groups 

have come together to hold 

a “town hall” meeting on 

the environment on Thurs-

day, March 16th at 6:30 

p.m. at Temple Hesed. 

The meeting will feature 

local elected officials, including Sen-

ator Bob Casey, as well as environ-

mental leaders, including our own 

Rabbi Daniel Swartz.    

It has long been the position of the 

Reform Movement, based on the 

Jewish tradition of being 

“guardians of the earth,” 

that all people need access to 

clean water, safe food, and 

breathable air to live.   

Come hear about these key 

issues and connect with oth-

ers working to protect our 

environment and health lo-

cally, nationally and globally.   

To find out more about the program 

and to submit questions to the 

speakers, go to:  

https://www.facebook.com/

events/1867888606759786/ 

Temple Hesed to Host Environmental Town 

Hall with Sen. Casey and Other Leaders 

Mark Your Calendar   

A Night of Comedy 

April 1, 8 p.m. Doors 

open at 7 p.m. 

Tickets $25, $30 at 

door. $50 Patron 

Sen. Bob Casey 
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To make a donation 

Contact the Temple office 

(570) 344-7201 
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Temple Hesed  

accepts these 

credit/debit cards for 

most payments or 

donations 

 

Donations 

ROSEANN SMITH ALPERIN 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

 

In Memory of Myer Alperin 

Dr. Lee and Joan Besen 

 

BUILDING FUND 

 

In Memory of Paul Alamar 

Steve and Ellen Seitchik 

James Ellenbogen 

 

In Memory of Marion Pearl 

Steve and Ellen Seitchik 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Aaron 
Cooperman 

Sandy Cooperman 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Lillian 
Goldfarb 

Sandy Cooperman 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 

 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Til-

lie Fogel 

Ceil Rydzewski 

 

 

 

 

 

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL TOY 

FUND 

 

In Memory of Eileen Hodin 

Lindsay Leventhal 

 

In Memory of Paul Alamar 

Lindsay Leventhal 

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of Oscar 
D. Leventhal 

Lindsay Leventhal 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

In Loving Memory of my dear 

sister Mindy Gromer 

Lee Gromer 

 

In Memory of Anne C. Kramer, 

beloved mother and grand-

mother 

Carol and Paul Leiman and family 

 

In Memory of Jay Leiman, be-

loved father and grandfather 

Carol and Paul Leiman and family 

 

 

 

TORAH RESTORATION FUND 

 

In Memory of Paul Alamar 

Esther Adelman 

 

 

In Memory of David Marcus 

Esther Adelman 

 

Simply a delightful, wonderful Tu 
B'Shvat, delicious too!  Thank you 
everyone. 

Audrey Harrell 

 

MARK HAHN MEMORIAL  

MUSIC FUND 

 

All good wishes to Esther Fried-

mann for a speedy recovery 

Audrey Harrell 
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L ast month, I wrote about 

our tendency to say “woe is 

me” a bit too often, so that any chang-

es, even ones with a lot of positive po-

tential, are greeted with reactions 

ranging from distrust to downright 

despair.  

Our transition as a synagogue commu-

nity from our lovely building on Knox 

Rd. to our next lovely building, wherev-

er that might be, is one such change.  

Despite the wide variety of fears I 

hear, our upcoming move could be 

hugely beneficial, and not just in terms 

of financial savings. 

Perhaps not too surprisingly, the way 

that it could be most beneficial is 

smack at the center of our greatest vul-

nerability, the nexus around which 

things could either come together 

grandly or simply fall apart.  I’m not 

talking about finances – no, what con-

cerns me on the one hand and provides 

an amazing opportunity on the other is 

how connected we are to each other.   

Let’s face it – Facebook and all the var-

ious social media, along with the fre-

netic, 24/7 pace of modern life, has the 

effect of giving us the illusion of con-

nection without really creating the 

time and space to actually, not virtual-

ly, connect.  Ask yourself: just how 

many people do you know in Temple 

Hesed?  Despite the shrinking Jewish 

community in our area, many of us are 

still relative strangers to each other.  

You might know other adults your age, 

but what about the generation older or 

younger than yours?  Do you know old-

timers but not newcomers, or vice ver-

sa?  And even with the people you 

know, how connected do you feel?  To 

figure out both where we are and what 

we should do, let’s turn to a central 

Jewish teaching. 

The key prayer in all our services, 

sometimes called the “watchword of 

our faith,” is the Sh’ma, which simply 

states, Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our 

God, Adonai is One!  But just what 

does that “one” mean, and what lesson 

could we draw from it?   

Echad, usually translated as “one,” 

really has two fairly distinct meanings.  

The first is similar to the English 

“alone,” (from the Middle English “all 

one”) something that is unique and 

distinct.  That is part of the meaning of 

the Sh’ma – God is God, and we aren’t 

and never will be.  But an equally fun-

damental meaning is “united” (from 

the Latin, unus, one), as in one people, 

one world, united under one God.  

Which will we be – a bunch of separate 

units, all alone? Or one united group, 

reaching out to each and working to-

gether to create a better future for our 

Temple, our community, and our 

world? 

As Rabbi Hillel famously taught, “If I 

am not for myself (alone), who will be 

for me?  But if I am only for myself 

(and not united with others), what am 

I?”  Yes, each of us has our own needs – 

but if that is all we focus on, not only 

will we ultimately fail to meet even our 

own needs, but we will lose the 

strength and joy that can come from 

community.   

Fortunately, there are many, many 

opportunities each and every month to 

make connections to others in our com-

munity.  Let me highlight just three 

types of opportunities in March. 

 First, our healing service, where 

you can connect with others who 

seek meaning and comfort in their 

lives – others including those from 

a variety of different faiths, yet 

who have managed in a short 

space of time to forge a safe, sup-

portive space for all who come.   

 —  Second, our various social ac-

tion programs, this month includ-

ing both the Town Hall on March 

16th and the Earth Hour progam 

on March 25th.  Here, you can con-

nect with others who share your 

passion to make our world a better 

place. 

 Last, but far from least, is our Pu-

rim Celebration.  Perhaps no other 

Temple Hesed program during the 

entire Jewish year brings together 

such a diverse, lively community.  

We have young and old, members 

and non-members, Jews and non-

Jews, even locals and those from 

several hours away, all who come 

to gather for a night of laughter, 

satire, singing and fun.   

When I began working on Purim 

shpiels 25 years ago, my unstated goal 

was to rescue Purim from the juvenil-

ized, watered down kiddie gathering it 

had become.  Purim is meant to be fun 

for children, yes – but it was also a 

time for adults to poke very needed fun 

at all the people and institutions that 

need a bit of taking down, for the good 

of the whole community.     

And that goal has become a reality 

here at Temple Hesed.  If you’ve never 

come, you are really missing something 

special.  All of which brings me to the 

end of Rabbi Hillel’s teaching – “and if 

not now, when?” 

 

Alone?  Or united?  The choice is yours. 

 

Rabbi Daniel Swartz 

Rabbinical Reflections — Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

One Alone or One United 
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Earth Hour was started by the 

World Wildlife Fund in Australia in 

2007.  Since then, it has spread to 

over 7000 cities in over 170 countries 

– including Scranton, PA.  

For the second straight year, Rabbi 

Daniel and the organization he is 

board president of, Pennsylvania 

Interfaith Power and Light, will be 

holding an Earth Hour gathering at 

Terra Preta Restaurant at 222 Wyo-

ming Avenue in the Ritz Theater 

Building in downtown Scranton.   

What is Earth Hour?  At Earth Hour 

gatherings, people learn about the 

importance of climate change and 

what each of us can do to address 

this key moral issue.   

At Terra Preta, beginning at 6 p.m., 

on Saturday, March 25th, our Earth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hour Party will feature fabulous food 

from local and organic farms, wonder-

ful live music, and a few speakers, 

including Rabbi Daniel to help us un-

derstand what the issues are and 

what to do about them.   

Then, we’ll join with Earth Hour gath-

erings across the entire globe and, 

from 8 to 9 p.m., turn off all electricity 

and dine by candlelight.   

There is no extra charge, just the 

charges for whatever food you order, 

and there will be a raffle for a solar 

lantern.  Be sure to RSVP soon to 

(570) 871-4190 as the restaurant com-

pletely filled up last year.    

Many thanks to Tricia and Gregory of 

Terra Preta for hosting us and for 

their wonderful food! 

Earth Hour Party at Terra Preta, March 25th 

It’s time to put 

on your tights 

and cape and 

reveal your 

inner Superhe-

ro.  Or perhaps 

you prefer to 

hone up on 

your evil laugh and come as a Supervillain.  Either way, 

it’s definitely time to have lots of fun at our Superhero 

Supervillain SuperPurim!   

The celebration starts at 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 

11th, with our free mini-carnival, complete with face-

painting and wonderful superhero balloon creations.  

Then at 5:45 is our Purim Pasta Palooza, with both meat 

and veggie meatballs.   

The dinner is $6/person; free for those 8 and under.  If 

the whole family comes in costume, it’s only $5 a person! 

An RSVP is required for the dinner (please note:  last 

year we had about 70 RSVPs and fed around 80 people – 

it makes life MUCH easier if you RSVP early.)   

Then comes the highlight of the evening – 

our Purim Shpiel, featuring some of your 

favorite Superheroes and Supervillains, 

ranging from the Incredible Hulk and Iron 

Man to Poke-Haman and the Green Goblin!  

Our incredible cast (featuring no less than 

three rabbis!) will sing your hero/villain fa-

vorites, ranging from Holding Out for a Hero to Bad, Bad 

Leroy Brown, Poor Unfortunate Souls, and Mr. Grinch!   

And the evening’s not done yet – for immediately upon 

the conclusion of the shpiel, we’ll all head back to the 

social hall for our annual Hamentashen Bake-off, where 

everyone is a winner.  (Please contact Rabbi Daniel if 

you’d like to enter your Hamentashen this year.)  

This is a great event to invite friends to – including but 

not limited to potential new members.  People of all ages 

and backgrounds come and enjoy – why not join the fun?  

 

It’s a bird!  It’s a plane!  It’s Super-Purim!  Coming March 11th  
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Yiddish Saying Of the Month 

“If God does not 

give, one cannot 

take.” 

 

Tenumah  Mar. 4, 2017  6.Adar.5777 

Tetzave    Mar. 11, 2017  13.Adar.5777 

Ki Tisa   Mar. 18, 2017  20.Adar.5777 

Vayakhel-Pekudei Mar. 25, .2017  27.Adar.5777 

 

Torah Portions 
Name   Civil Date  Hebrew Date 

 

More Torah resources at www.urj.org 

Yiddish Proverb from 

a book by Fred Kogos 

Rosh Hashanah—

Oct. 3, 2016 

Yom Kippur — 

Oct. 12, 2016 

Sukkot—  

Oct.17-22, 2016 

Simchat Torah — 

Oct.25, 2015 

Hanukkah —  

Dec.25, 2016-Jan 

1, 2017 

Tu B’Shvat —

Feb. 11, 2017 

Purim—Mar.12 

Passover—  

Apr.11-17, 2017 

Yom HaShoah— 

April 24, 2017 

Yom HaZikaron 

& Yom 

HaAtzmaut —

May. 1 & 2, 2017 

Lag BaOmer — 

May 14, 2017 

Shavuot—  

Mat 31, 2017 

Tisha B’Av—

Aug.1, 2017 

Selichot —Sept.16 

(Holidays begin at sundown  the 

night before) 

Holidays 5777 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Purim Celebration 5pm 

12 Purim 13 14 15 Board Meets @ 

6 p.m. 

16Environmental 

Town Hall 6:30pm 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24SERVICES  

8 p.m. 

25 Earth Hour 
Party @ Terra Prita, 
222 Wyo. Ave. 6pm 

26 27 28 29 30 31 Night of 
Comedy 4/1 

MARCH 2017 

SERVICES  

6 p.m. 

SERVICES 

8 p.m. 

Chanting 

Circle 

10:30 a.m.  

SERVICES  

8 p.m. 



 

 

Unmasking Joy–  
March 11th’s Chanting Circle 
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Want to spice up your 

seder?  How about start-

ing with a hula-hoop size 

seder plate!   

At this year’s pre-

Passover workshops, on 

Sunday, March 26th at 9 

a.m., designed especially 

for families but open to 

everyone, each family 

will leave with their own 

hand-crafted giant seder 

plate.   

We’ll play some getting-

ready-for Passover 

games, go over some 

classic songs and some 

new ones, and make 

some tasty and different 

matzah brei recipes.   

Everyone is welcome, 

but please RSVP to the 

office so we have enough 

hula-hoops on hand! 

Pre-Passover Workshops 

In March, our Chanting Circle/Healing Service will gather on 

Saturday the 11th at 10:30 a.m.  That evening, we will be cele-

brating Purim, with lots of noise, raucous music and laughter, 

all of which is appropriate for the occasion.    

But even Purim has a quieter, more contemplative side, and 

we’ll be exploring that side in our Chanting Circle, through 

our theme of “Unmasking Joy.”   

Through our chants and study, we’ll explore both our own 

masks and how the Divine Presence is masked in the world.  

Then, we’ll get a taste of the joy we can experience when are 

able, if only for a few moments, to remove those masks.  No 

prior experience is needed – the Chanting Circle is open to all 

seeking meaning, healing, support, and wisdom.   

Indeed, we’ve gathered an eclectic interfaith group – come find 

out what it’s all about! 

   

 

PHYLLIS T. EVANINA 

Phyllis T. Evanina, 87, Archbald, died 

Feb. 10 in the Geisinger-Community 

Medical Center in Scranton. She was 

the wife of the late Robert Evanina 

who died in 2014. 

Born in Newark, NJ, she was the 

daughter of the late Max and Rose 

Cohn Tevelin. She was a member of 

Temple Hesed in Scranton and had 

graduated from Scranton Technical 

High School Class of 1948. Prior to 

retirement she worked for Pennsylva-

nia Power & Light and prior to that 

the Globe Store and Prudential Record 

Office, all in Scranton. 

Surviving is a brother, Barry W. 

Tevelin, Archbald; and cousins. 

Memorial contributions may be made 

to the donor’s favorite charity. 

Arrangements by the Carlucci-Golden-

DeSantis Funeral Home, Inc. 

 The LRP committee continues to meet on a regular 

basis to further explore our options in the near- and 

long-term.  While the Nativity Miguel School of 

Scranton has agreed to continue their rental of 

classrooms within our building through June 2018, 

they have also notified us that they will not extend 

use of our classrooms beyond that point.  Once the 

significant income from the rental ceases, the Tem-

ple’s financial status will quickly become critical 

and a significant change to our financial circum-

stances will be required.   

As mentioned in our update of December 2016, we 

expect a building and property appraisal to be com-

pleted by the end of March 2017 and, in order to 

gauge interest, the Temple will be listed without 

delay upon completion of the appraisal.  Recall that 

Congregational approval is required to actually sell 

the Temple’s building and/or property. 

AAs part of this complex and difficult process, the 

LRP committee would like to solicit ideas from the 

congregation-at-large regarding realistic approaches 

for the current and, most particularly, upcoming 

financial situation.  If you have any specific ideas, 

please forward them in writing to the Temple or 

email to TempleHesed@comcast.net.   

Please keep in mind that, for years now, the Temple 

has exercised considerable financial restraint and 

maintains annual fundraising events.  The ever 

decreasing number of affiliated members of Temple 

Hesed, however, continues to move us in a direction 

of greater and greater financial risk in the coming 

months and years.   

We remain confident and hopeful, though, that a 

productive and meaningful path forward will be 

found that will ensure that the congregation of Tem-

ple Hesed will continue for many years to come. 

Long Range Planning  
Committee Update 



 

 

 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes 
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Week Ending March 4 (Service March 3) 

 

*Oscar Leventhal, *Michael Cembalest, Max Slawitsky, *Carl Fragin, *Sallie 

Goodman, *Rosa J. Roos, *Rene Traub, *Anne C. Kramer, *Benjamin Friedman, 

*David Goldsmith, *William Weinstock, *David Rymland, *Elias G. Roos, 

*Isadore Gordon, *Samuel B. Silverstein, *Adele Hollander, Tillie Lebowitz, 

*Harrie Phillips Mittelman, *Monroe Brandwene, *Hilda Ziegler, *Toni Brodrick, 

*Rita L. Pincus. 

 

Week Ending March 11 (Service March 10) 

 

Jerome Goldfarb, *Fannie Gelfand, *Robert D. Goodrich, *Frances Lonstein, 

*Esther Krotosky, *Jennie Pell, *Gordon Folk, *David Fragin, *Emanuel J. Good-

man, *Pearl Hoffman, *Emanuel Oppenheim, *Samuel L. Cohen, *Lottie 

Schoenhof, *Carolyn Weiss, *Oscar Rosenblum, *Sylvia Hodes, *Ann F. Nogi, 

*William Katz. 

 

Week Ending March 18 (Service March 17) 

 

*Anna B. Breschel, *Ophelia K. Hershfield, Edna Lauscher, *Isadore Harry Kra-

mer, *Jack J. Levine, *Regina Oppenheim, Jake Slawitsky, *Jacob R. Cohen, 

*Robert P. Silverstein, *Florence R. Spelman, Arthur Feinberg, *Isabelle G. Co-

hen, *Leo Mitteldorf, *Dorothy Loebl Pell, Sadye M. Smith. 

 

Week Ending March 25 (Service March 24) 

 

*Helen Fragin, *Ben Silverman, Madeline Needle, *Minnie G. Rice, *Dr. Moses 

Fragin, *Marion L. Graham, *Sol Driesen, Florence Brown, *Seymour Sieber, 

*Theodore A. Stein, *Jacob L. Druck, *Seymour Cader, *Jay Leiman. 

 

Week Ending April 1 (Service March 31) 

 

Max Ballot, *Joshua Marks, *Albert Rose, *Arthur Adelman, *William Stein, 

*Jack Benkaim, *Ruth Folk, *Lois Besen, *Ida Richman. 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes 

Get Well Wishes 

Phil Friedman 

James Mates 

Rich Mates 

Milton Moses 

Charlene Ostro 

Emily Trunzo 

Edward Snitko, Sr. 

Bat Mitzvah 

 Sadie 

Shapiro 

June 10, 2017 



 

 

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED: 

Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scranton’s first and oldest Jewish 

congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874. 

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding 

areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the 

current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in 

Dunmore. 

The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m. 

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The 

rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could 

not be made. 

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monday-

Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more 

information, call the office. 

1 Knox Road 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Email for Temple: 

    TempleHesed@comcast.net 

TEMPLE HESED 

“SCRANTON’S FIRST SYNAGOGUE”  

Published 11 times a year 

Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter 

Web Pages: www,TempleHesed.org 

Submit articles, letters, etc. to: HesedNews@gmail.com 

SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 
570-877-3454 (cell) 

570-344-7201 (office) 

(rabbidaniel@comcast.net) 

———————- 

OFFICERS 

Esther Adelman and Ste-

ven Seitchik - Presidents 

Larry Milliken - 1st Vice 

President 

Richard Goldenziel - 2nd 

Vice President 

 Kenneth Miller-Treasurer  

Jeffrey Leventhal - Assis-

tant Treasurer 

Joan Davis - Secretary 

Jennifer Novak - Assistant 

Secretary 

 

Board Members: Ted 

Birnkrant, Mark Davis, 

Cheryl Friedman, Ken-

neth Ganz, Judith Golden, 

Paula Kane, Michael Kra-

kow, Dale Miller, Frances 

Olick 

Life Director: 

Jane Oppenheim 

STAFF 

Marlene Gianzanti—Office 

Manager 

(MarleneCMG1@comcast.net) 

Edward Snitko-Director of 

Music 

 

Rich Mates-Messenger  

Editor  

(hesednews@gmail.com) 

 

Jennifer Rosen Novak 

Social Media Maven 

Jeffrey Heilbrunn 

 Webmaster  

( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)  

Phone: 570-344-7201 

Fax: 570-344-4514 

Eco-Tip:   
 

Transportation: $6,251: Amount the average two-worker 
household saves annually by taking public transportation in-
stead of driving a car (Source: Environmental Defense). Have 
you checked out the mass transit routes near your home, and do 
you use mass transit as often as possible? Where mass transit is 
infeasible try other sustainable methods of transportation: walk-
ing, riding a bike or carpooling. 

Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith: www.greenfaith.org 

cisco-based comedy writer, comedian, ac-

tor and cartoonist. He’s also Jewish. You 

may have seen him in commercials for 

clients like Target.  

 

Headlining the Night of Comedy is Brad 

Trackman, who’s been seen on Comedy 

Central, the Late, Late Show and in New 

York comedy clubs. 

Tickets are available through the temple 

by calling 570-344-7201. Or through the 

special website : 

templehesedcomedy.eventbrite.com 

Tickets cost $25 in advance, $30 at the door. 

Also available are $50 Patron tickets (which 

include two drink tickets and preferred seating). 

Must be over 21 to attend. Beer, wine and soda 

available for purchase. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Comedy Night 


