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learned that Senator
Goldwater was about to
announce his opposition to
the amendment. He said,
“since when is having the
government tell our chil-

I met Rev. Barry
Lynn, our speaker at May
4th’s Oppenheim Institute
Social Action Sabbath,
while working on my very
first national social justice
issue as an intern at the
Religious Action Center. It
was an election year, so to
curry favor with the newly-
prominent Rev. Jerry Fal-
well, the Senate was de-
bating an amendment to
the Constitution on school
prayer. Rev. Lynn came
into a strategy meeting
and announce that he had
just talked with Senator
Barry Goldwater, once the
leader of the conservative
movement in the U.S. We

dren when or how to pray
‘conservative’?”

As this anecdote
illustrates, debates about
the relationship between
faith and politics in this
country often transcend
party line or political ideol-
ogy. The issues that Rev.
Lynn and his group,
American’s United for the
Separation of Church and
State, work on are funda-
mental both to who we are
as a country and to the
welcome Jews have found
here.

For decades, Fal-
well and his successors
have tried to portray
church/state separation as

Rabbinical Reflections

Rev. Lynn Has an Important Message For All

Founded in 1860 —“The Temple of Loving Kindness”
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz, Spiritual Leader

Continued on page 8
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Members of the planning com-
mittee for Mostly Opera. Left to
right, front row:  Esther Adel-
man, Tickets;  Sharon Levy,
Chairwoman; Mary
Ellen Ohaion, Reception;
Natalie Solfanelli, Patron Book
Layout & Design
Back row:  Harry Adelman,
Sound; Mark Stahller, Business
Advertising

See Page 7.

Temple Hesed
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“It’s easier
to hear a

secret, than
to keep it”

—Yiddish
proverb

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
FUND
·  In loving memory of

Jean Weinberg
Lenny & Roberta Feinman
Marilyn & Henri Deutsch
·  In honor of Scott

Leiman’s marriage to
Jennifer

Carol & Paul Leiman
·  Get well wishes to

Herb Smith
Esther Adelman
·  In loving memory of

Tillie Lebowitz
Marilyn & Henri Deutsch
·  Wishing Muriel Smith

a Special Happy
Birthday

Gloria Dinner
·  In honor of the birth of

Susan & Rick Jacob-
son’s granddaughter,
Mia

Carol & Paul Leiman
·  In loving memory of

Mae Gelb
Carol & Paul Leiman
·  In memory of Gary

Siegal’s father and
brother

Carol & Paul Leiman
·  In honor of the birth of

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur
Gold’s granddaughter,
Samantha Rose

Carol & Paul Leiman
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Dr. Carl Strauss
Cheryl & Michael
Friedman
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Harlan Ackerman
David Ackerman
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Nellie Wooden
Sherman Wooden

SEYMOUR E. STAHLLER
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
·  Belated Happy Birth-

day to Mildred
Siberman

Nancy Stahller
·  In loving memory of

Mae Gelb

Nancy Stahller
Mark & Bray Stahller

LIBRARY FUND
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Elsie Schneider
Irwin Schneider

LOUIS FINE MEMORIAL
FUND FOR HOLOCAUST
STUDIES
·  In loving memory of

Mae Gelb
Roselle Fine
Atty. & Mrs. Richard Fine
·  In memory of Lillian

Gross
Roselle Fine
Atty. & Mrs. Richard Fine
·  Happy birthday to Atty.

Richard Fine
Toni Cerra
·  Happy birthday to

Roselle Fine
Toni Cerra
·  In honor of Ruth Dick-

stein’s 100th Birthday
Roselle Fine

EMMA K. FRANK
MEMORIAL FUND
·  In honor of Atty. Rich-

ard Fine’s special
birthday

Don & Carol Nelson
Dembert

SISTERHOOD BUILDING
FUND
·  Yahrzeit in memory

Jerome Goldfarb
Sandy & Aaron
Cooperman
·  Congratulations to

Hilary Feldman on her
engagement to Josh
Wexler

Denise, Ira, Liz & Krafchin
Family
·  Wishing Dale Hersh a

speedy & complete re-
covery

Denise & Ira Krafchin
·  Wishing Herb Smith a

speedy  & complete
recovery

Denise & Ira Krafchin

ROSEANN SMITH
ALPERIN FUND
·  In honor of Monroe

Smith’s special Birth-
day

Richard, Paula, Brian &
Justin Levy
Myer & Shirley Alperin
Jim & Patty Alperin
·  In honor of Ruth Dick-

stein’s 100th Birthday
Monroe Smith

BUILDING FUND
·  Yahrzeit in loving

memory of William
Katz

Sharon & Saul Levy
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Rose Graff
Philip Graff
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Louis Graff
Philip Graff
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Bianka Kahn
Henry & Lucille Lissauer
·  Wishing Dale Hersh a

speedy & complete
 recovery

Gloria Dinner

GRAHAM MEMORIAL
FUND
·  In memory of Philip

Harris
Esther Adelman
·  In memory of Mae

Gelb
Esther Adelman

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL
TOY FUND
·  Wishing Gail Dickstein

a speedy recovery
Carol & Jeff Leventhal

MILTON & MIRIAM
FRIEDMAN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Rae Epstein
Miriam Friedman

Contributions
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‘Why Am I the
Only Jewish

Kid in My
Class?’

Subject for
Shul-In Sleep
Over May 19

It’s billed as a
“Shul-In” — the first ever
— by David Hollander,
adult leader of the Temple
Hesed Youth Group. It’s a
sleep over for middle and
high school-aged students
this month at Temple He-
sed’s Pell Auditorium.

For kids in the fifth
grade and up, the Shul-In
starts at 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 19 and runs to
Sunday, May 20, 2007 at
9 a.m.

The cost is $10. It
includes:  movie, games,
bon fire (weather permit-
ting), havdalah service,
snacks, drinks, breakfast

The Educational
Program during the Shul-
In will be “Why Am I the
Only Jewish Kid in My
Class?”

Hollander reminds
Shul-In participants, “Don’t
forget your sleeping bag,
pillow, P,J.’s and tooth-
brush.”

On April 15, six
members of the youth
group gave a reading
during the Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Memorial Serv-
ice which was conducted
at the Jewish Community
Center on Jefferson Ave-
nue in Scranton.
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Shabbat School will end on May 12th (a week earlier than in the original

school calendar) with a festive, fun-filled day. Starting at 9:30am, parents will be
joining us for our second Family Education Program, focusing this time on “The
Home as Temple: Doing Jewish at Home.”

 Families will be making mezuzot, learning together and with some time
for adult “quality time” with the Rabbi, and bringing home new ideas for enriching
their Jewish lives. At the end of the day, we will honor students and teachers,
followed by a celebratory ice cream social!

If you know of families that might be interested in joining the Temple and
entering their children into our Shabbat school next year, this is an excellent op-
portunity for them to see the school in action – just call Rabbi Swartz in advance
to let him know of any guests.


�
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Come join us on May 11th and June 8th for our last two fun-filled Tot

Shabbat services before the Summer.
Singing, dancing, stories, and marching with fuzzy Torahs are all a part

of these services, starting at 6:30 p.m.
At 7 p.m. on both dates, we will have pot luck dinners open to both those

attending the Tot service and those coming to our regular 8 p.m. services.
And don’t be fooled by the “Tot” in the title – kids up through 3rd grade

have a blast with us!

Confirmation and an All-nighter for God?
“Pulling an all-nighter” before an exam is a staple of college life.
Jewish tradition had its own “all-nighter” long before universities came into

being – Tikkun Layl Shavuot. During the Tikkun (which literally means “repair”),
Jews study a wide variety of texts through the night, in honor of the stories of the
Revelation at Mt. Sinai.

This year, for the first time, on the evening of May 22nd, Temple Hesed will
be joining with Temple Israel in observing this ancient custom — though the “all
night” part will be strictly optional!

. Stay tuned for more details or call Rabbi Swartz if you are interested in
participating.

Our Shavuot celebration will actually begin on the Friday night before Sha-
vuot, May 18th, at 8 p.m. with the confirmation of two of our students, Jeremy Adel-
man and Meyer Cornfield.

The entire congregation is welcome to join in with their celebration.



- 4 -                  Temple Hesed Messenger

����
�� ���������  �!	�������� �

Students at the Sabbath School learned about Passov er. Photos by Laurie Waskovich.

Aaron Levine, Matthew
Levine, Wilson Bell and

Aaron Shapiro

Rachael Friedman and
Jeremy Adelman

Emily Davis and Ari
Ohaion

���������	��	�
����
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—Photos by Harry Adelman

At left:

Noah Shapiro, Sarah
Davis, Elizabeth
Bamford, Matthew Le-
vine, Aaron Levine, Ca-
sey Friedman, Noah
McCauley, Ari Ohaion,
Alana Swartz, Emily
Davis, Rachael Fried-
man and Wilson Bell
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May 2007
(Iyar 13, 5767 — Sivan 14, 5767)

Temple Hesed Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Hebrew
School

2 3 4
8 p.m.
Oppenheim
Institute —
Social Ac-
tion
Shabbbat

5
Sabbath
School /
Confirma-
tion Class

Emor

6
Adult Ed.
11 a.m. at
Temple
Lag
B'Omer

7 8
Hebrew
School

9 10 11
Tot Shab-
bat
6:30 p.m.
Potluck
dinner 7
p.m.
Shabbat
Service 8
p.m.

12
Last Sabbath
School /
Confirma-
tion Class

Behar
Bechukosai

13
Adult Ed.
11 a.m. at
Temple

14 15
Hebrew
School

16
MESSENGER
DEDLINE
FOR  JUNE
ISSUE.

Board Meeting
7:30 p.m.

17 18
Shabbat
Service 8
p.m.

19
Bamidbar
6 p.m.
Youth
Group
Shul-in

20
Adult Ed.
11 a.m. at
Temple
Volunteers
at St. Fran-
cis Kitchen

21 22
Erev
Shavuot

23
Shavuot

24  25
Shabbat
Service 8
p.m.

26
Nasso

27
Adult Ed.
11 a.m. at
Temple

28 29 30 31
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Please remember to bring in old eyeglasses, hearing aids, cell phones, toiletry items and non-perishable
food items which are being collected for the needy by the Social Action Committee. Thank You.
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Passover Seder Celebrated
In Temple on April 3.

A larger-than-expected turnout
celebrated the second night of Passover on
April 3 in Pell Auditorium.

Around 80 guests participated in
the seder.

Mary Ellen Ohaion, congregation
president, handled the arrangements. Of-
fice  Manager Marlene Gianzanti, her
daughter, Christiana and Jim Weinschenk
assisted with the setup and serving.

Members seated at the square of
long tables in the Pell Auditorium took turns
reading from the Hagadah with Rabbi
Daniel J. Swartz leading the service and
the singing.

    

—Esther Friedmann photo
Looking over wares at The Israeli Festival pre-
sented by the board of Jewish Education



- 8 -                  Temple Hesed Messenger

s

being anti-religion. Nothing
could be farther from the
truth. In Europe, national
governments have estab-
lished, supported, and
subsidized religion for
centuries. The end result?
European nations are the
most secular in the world,
with large segments of the
population viewing relig-

ions as corrupt, bureau-
cratic, and unresponsive
institutions. In contrast,
nowhere on earth do di-
verse religions flourish as
here in the United States.
Pennsylvania’s own Ben-
jamin Franklin said it best:
“When a religion is good, I
conceive it will support it-
self; and when it does not
support itself, and God
does not take care to sup-
port it so that its professors
are obliged to call for help
of the civil power, 'tis a
sign, I apprehend, of its
being a bad one.” (from a
letter dated October 9,
1780)

Take the example
of “school prayer.” As long
as there are tests, children
will pray in school. That is
perfectly constitutional.
What is usually referred to
as ‘school prayer,’ how-
ever, is prayer ordained
and directed by the school
itself – and when schools
try to do that, inevitably
students are set against

Rev. Barry W. Lynn

Dr. Judith Golden, Social Action Committee
chairperson and Jane Oppenheim working on
plans for the May 4th Oppenheim Institute.

—Esther  Friedmann  photo

LYNN (continued
from page 1)

each other,
and follow-
ers of mi-
nority relig-
ions are
typically
made to feel
like outsid-
ers.
   Does this
mean faith
has no role
in politics?
Absolutely
not. People

and organizations of
faith have played key
roles in some of the
best and brightest mo-
ments and movements
in U.S. history. For ex-
ample, opposition to
slavery started in
houses of worship –
and would segregation-
ist laws have been
abolished without lead-
ers such as Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.? And
while there are also
plenty of faith-led
movements that I don’t
agree with, having peo-
ple express their moral
underpinnings in a po-
litical context is part of
the fabric of America.

So how do we
distinguish between
permissible, even bene-
ficial involvement by in-
dividuals and groups of
faith, and destructive
establishment of religion
by the government? In
some cases, the line is
clear – in others, it is a
matter for serious, on-
going debate.

That is why it is
so important that, what-
ever your opinions are
on these issues, you
come and invite others
to join you for Rev.
Lynn’s talk. He is that
rare combination of
thoughtful and dynamic
– and I can guarantee
that what he says will
stimulate your own
thinking on faith and
politics.

The Oppenheim
Institute is also a won-
derful occasion for in-
viting those outside of
the Temple Hesed fam-
ily, whatever their own
religious background, to
our congregation.
Bringing in a nationally-
recognized speaker on
this topic is as much a
service to the entire
community as our po-
tato-peeling efforts on
Thanksgiving – and we
hope it will reach as
wide and diverse as
audience as possible.

And if you know
of any Jewish or inter-
faith families that are
not affiliated, this is a
great way for them to
see our Temple in ac-
tion. (By the way, if you
do invite a family that
might be interested in
joining the Temple,
please let me and/or
Marilyn Deutsch know
so that we can welcome
and follow-up with
them.)

It was almost
half my lifetime ago
(gulp!) when I first met
Rev. Lynn. The issues
he has worked on are
just as ‘hot’ today as
they were then – and I
doubt they will ever go
away. So come hear
and get involved – the
very soul of our nation
is at stake.

In Hesed,
Rabbi Swartz
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2007 B’nai Mitzvah
�  Abigail Mancus
6/2/2007
�  Emily Davis
8/4/2007
�  Olivia Levine
08/18/2007
�  Rachel Friedman
8/31/2007
�  Andrew Fiegleman
9/1/2007
�  Jason Bamford
10/27/2007

1st Financial Services, Inc.
Think 1st About Your Retirement

625 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA 18512
Phone: 570-558-2390 Fax: 570-558-2391 Toll Free: 866-558-2390

Robert Bryan Fitzpatrick
Securities and investment Advice Offered Through

MIDSOUTH CAPITAL, INC .
A Registered Broker/Dealer NASD/SIPC.

A Registered Investment Advisor.
601 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 300, Marietta GA 30067

ADV.           

W/E May 5:  *Louis N. Kramer, Langdon J. Aronsohn, Aaron Steinberg, Herbert Cummins, *Herman Gutman,
*Sarah F. Kline, *Nathan Young, *Sigmund G. Roos, *John Speir, Emil Spiegel.

W/E May 12:  *Samuel M. Friedman, *Sarah Weinberg, Norman Weisberger, Goldie Haftel, Ethel Itzkowitz,
*Gloria Magida Scheinholtz, *Nellie B. Stromberg, Bernard Diener, Alexander Rem, Laura Herman, *Samuel L.
Goldstein, Julius Eisenberg, Nat Fragin, *Selma Sydansk, Bess Linder, Benjamin Levy,Blanche Katz, Sara
Marsha Levy.

W/E May 19:   Miriam Stern, *Edward Bruce Adelman, *Barbara J. Graham, Tillie Besen, Samuel Cooperman,
Rose Friend, *Anne Mitteldorf, Lena Cohen, Pearl Bendeth.
*Rosemary Minkoff, *Estelle H. Cohen, *Louis Driesen, *Philip Joseph, Jack W. Heilbrunn, *Sadie Zwass
Berger, *Max Pell, *George Schneider, *Dr. Henry Fish, Harold Sarata.

W/E May 26:  Pearl Rubin, *Charles Ball, Lillian Bernstein, *Louis Meyer, *Sondra Schneider Kaar, *Earle R.
Parker, *Max Lerner, Anna Kurzweil, Rose Rosen, Ralph Blau, *Israel Davidow, *Fern Smith Tepper.

W/E June 2:  Milton Cooperman, *Edna M. Siegel, *William Krotosky, *Simon Smith, *Louis Goldsmith,
*Rochelle (Rae) Goldman, *Selma Blank Maring, *Sophie Driesen, Michael Levy, *Rose Slavitz, *Betty Gold-
smith, Sara Fisher.

��������������������������� ���������
·  To Dr. & Mrs. Nathan Feldman on

the engagement of their daughter,
Hilary Feldman to Josh Wexler.

·  To Jacob, Mary Ellen and Ari
Ohaion, on Ari’s becoming a Bar
Mitzvah

·  Joe Rydzewski and Carole and
Marty Fishbein on their selections
for honors at the JCC on June 10.

������	�������
�"� #��$%�
·  To Miriam Litvak and family on the loss of her mother,

 Shalomis Lebzelter Sobel

�%��&%''�&$��%�
—Faye Bernstein           —Michael Cornfield
—Dr. Chris Dressel       —Martin Frank
—Jerry Friedman          —Rachel Gilbert
—Phillip Graff              —Dale Hersh
—Tom Livingston —Louis Slawitsky
—Herb Smith —Ruth Sparber
—George Sparber

Yahrzeits
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Sacred Aging: Telling
the Story of Our Ances-

tors Today
Program Addresses the
Needs of the Longevity

Revolution

Tradition teaches
that the Jewish people re-
tell the story of our ances-
tors leaving the Land of
Egypt during Passover.
Each year the youngest
person at the table asks
the Four Questions to be-
gin the history of the Isra-
elites’ Exodus from Egypt.
But what do you do if the
youngest person at the ta-
ble is 65 years old?

Congregation
M’kor Shalom in Cherry
Hill, NJ has the answer. By
running a senior’s Passo-
ver Seder this congrega-
tion looks at the story of
Passover – the story that
defines the Jewish people
– together with the stories
of the lives of these older
people – the stories that

define this generation.
“While the Four

Questions are an impor-
tant part of the Seder,”
said Dr. Patricia A. J. Kay,
MD. FAPA, the senior Se-
der coordinator, “the sen-
iors seem to stress the
significance of the Maggid
(honored Seder leader and
story teller) and the history
it related.”

M’kor Shalom’s
senior Seder and other
programs like it are part of
a larger effort throughout
North America called Sa-
cred Aging. Run by the
Union for Reform Juda-
ism’s department of Jew-
ish Family Concerns, Sa-
cred Aging strives to ad-
dress the needs of the 20
percent of the North
American Jewish popula-
tion that is over the age of
65. Rabbi Richard Ad-
dress, the director of Jew-
ish Family Concerns, said
Sacred Aging programs
are blossoming across

North America.
Rabbi Address

said several congrega-
tions, including University
Synagogue in Los Ange-
les, Indianapolis Hebrew
Congregation and Temple
Israel in Memphis have
begun Sacred Aging
courses, many choosing
Legacy Programs. “These
programs are quite simple;
a person writes his life
story while incorporating
Jewish texts,” said Rabbi
Address. “In its simplicity it
creates beautiful and intri-
cate new traditions by in-
corporating the story of
one Jewish person with
the history of the Jewish
people.”

The Sacred Aging
program helps congrega-
tions meet the needs of
this longevity revolution.
“The development of a
‘theology of relationships’
will keep people coming
back to a synagogue

community,” said Rabbi
Address. “As people live
longer, healthier and more
spiritual lives, the need of
these people and their
communities will change.
We are seeing the effects
of this already.”

Other major con-
cerns being addressed by
Sacred Aging programs
include how to fulfill the
Commandment to honor
your parents when they
become infirm or are no
longer able to take care of
themselves, how to ad-
dress the ideas of love and
co-habitation between
non-married elderly peo-
ple, and what the devel-
opment of new life cycle
events to celebrate such a
long lifespan.

For more informa-
tion please visit
www.urj.org/jfc/olderadults.

(�	����"������������������)���#*�*#* *�����$	�+���, ����
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Your temple needs

your input. Have you filled
out the three page mem-
bership survey in last
month’s Messenger?

Probably not.
Marilyn Deutsch says only
a few have been returned.

The membership
would like them done by
May 11, so they may be
tallied by the next board
meeting.

This survey is
typically done when a fam-
ily leaves the congrega-

tion. Deutsch thinks it’s
better to ask these ques-
tions to members before
they leave.

If you would like a
member of the Member-
ship Committee or the
Board of Directors to re-
spond to your feedback or
contact you, please let us
know.

If you feel more
comfortable providing
some constructive criticism
confidentially, please
check the appropriate box

and your responses will be
seen only by the Member-
ship Committee that com-
piles the survey.

If you prefer a
telephone interview, the
committee can do that too.

In summary, Tem-
ple Hesed needs and
wants your input.

Remember, the
committee needs your sur-
vey in hand by May 11.

The Messenger
will report on the results in
the June issue.
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TEMPLE HESED
1 Knox St

Scranton, PA 18505
PHONE:

(570) 344-7201
FAX:

(570) 344-4514
E-MAIL:

Templehesed@verizon.net
-------------------------------
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

587-0747 (home)
344-7201 (office)

reb_daniel@verizon.net
PRESIDENT

Mary Ellen Ohaion
1st VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Davis
2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Natalie Solfanelli
TREASURER

David Dickstein
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Michael Greenstein
SECRETARY
Donna Kostiak

 ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Elaine Shepard

STAFF
Marlene Gianzanti,

Office Manager
MarleneCG@verizon.net
Marlo Pearce, Secretary
Mark  Hahn, Organist/

Director of Music
Ed Snitko, Soloist

  ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:
Temple Hesed, a Reform synagogue, was founded in 1860, and it is

Scranton’s oldest Jewish congregation.
We serve the needs of Jewish families in the Greater Scranton area and in

the Poconos.
The office is open Tuesday – Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The rabbi is happy to set appointments during or outside of temple office

hours. Please call him to make an appointment.
Shabbat Services are conducted at 8 p.m. Friday. Any changes are noted in

The Messenger.
Temple Hesed is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism and the Jew-

ish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania.
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Here I go again—
editorializing.  Editors do
this.

Encourage your
friends, co-workers, neigh-
bors, relatives —anyone
— to attend the Social Ac-
tion Shabbat on May 4 to
hear Barry W. Lynn. He is
a nationally regarded
speaker with an important

message.
      Jane Oppenheim has
funded the Oppenheim in-
stitute to bring in these
speakers,

 It is a good way to in-
troduce people to the
Temple. My first experi-
ence with the Temple was
at an Institute event.

We always need con-

tent for the Messenger.
Writers and photographers
are urged to submit reports
and pictures monthly. This
includes every Temple
committee.

Until next month.
In Hesed,

��������	



