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The answer is —
in typical rabbinic fashion
— yes and no. Let¹s start
with the “no” part first, as
that is probably less sur-
prising to you. In my opin-

A few months ago,
when the new dollar coin
first came out, there was a
big to-do over the fact that
some managed to get by
inspectors despite not
having “In God We Trust“
stamped onto the edge of
the coin.

Headlines about
“Godless Dollars” sprang
up - along with auctions on
Ebay trying to get top
dollar for these imperfect
dollars.

At the time, a
member of our congrega-
tion, mostly just trying to
be cute, asked if it was
possible to have “Godless
Judaism” as well.

ion — as well as the offi-
cial opinions of the Reform
movement — one cannot
construct a meaningful Ju-
daism if one thinks the
whole issue of God¹s
presence or absence is
trivial, or if one sees “re-
ligion” as a synonym for
“stupidity.”

“Cultural” Judaism
usually will devolve into
one of two directions: gas-
tronomic Judaism — I eat
at Abe¹s, therefore I am
Jewish — on the one
hand; or Jewish fan-dom
on the other: the Jews are
my team, therefore they
are better and you should
root for them too.

Rabbinical Reflections

Is God Optional for Jews?

Founded in 1860 —“The Temple of Loving Kindness”
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz, Spiritual Leader

Continued on page 12
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Temple Hesed

“Figaro to Phan-
tom” by “Mostly Opera” will
be presented June 2, 2007
at 8 p.m. at Temple Hesed.

This is the Tem-
ple’s annual fundraiser.
The show will feature ex-
cerpts from grand opera
and from the Broadway
stage.

The first half of the
program will bring you se-

lections from the opera of
Bellini, Rossini and Doni-
zetti.

Hear the beautiful
lyric music from “Lucia di
Lammermoo”, “Norma”,
“The Barber of Seville”,
“Don Pasquale” and more.

The second half of
the program will concen-
trate on the Broadway
stage…the music of
“Phantom of the Opera”,

“Evita”, “Cats” and more.
Tickets are available in
advance at the Temple or
at the door:
General Admission   —$25
Student Admission   —$15

While tickets will
be sold at the door, the
committee prefers ad-
vance sale to ensure
enough seating.



- 2 -                  Temple Hesed Messenger

“One lie is
a lie, two

are lies, but
three is

politics.”
—Yiddish

proverb

·  In memory of Sonia
Rosenfeld’s brother

Monroe Smith & Elaine Levy

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
·  In memory of Miriam

Litvak’s mother, Su-
lamith Sobel

Co-workers at Lackawanna
County Area Agency on Ag-
ing
·  Get well wishes to Herb

Smith
Marilyn & Henri Deutsch
Gloria Dinner
David & Chris Hollander
·  Good luck to Emily

Trunzo in her new
home

Gloria Dinner
·  In memory of Denise

Krafchin’s aunt
Gloria Dinner
·  Wishing Chris Dressel

a speedy recovery
Carol & Paul Leiman
·  Wishing Robin Jacob-

son a speedy recovery
Carol & Paul Leiman
·  In honor of the en-

gagement’s of Matthew
Golden and Deborah
Golden

Carol & Paul Leiman
·  Kudos to the Temple

Hesed Players, Great
Show!

Audrey Harrell
·  In memory of Estelle

Freedman’s beloved
sister

Jeffrey & Robin Jacobson &
Family
·  In memory of Selma

Rosenberg
Debi, Jack, Maura & Nicole
Friedman
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Sara Marsha Levy
Arlene & Norman
Gevanthor
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Benjamin Levy
Arlene & Norman
Gevanthor
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Miriam Stern
Louis & Janet Slawitsky
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Fern Smith Tepper
Mrs. Miriam Smith &
Family

·  Yahrzeit in memory of
Gertrude Diener

John & Patti Diener Lough

LOUIS FINE MEMORIAL
FUND FOR HOLOCAUST
STUDIES
·  Deepest sympathies to

Margaret & Louis Sha-
piro on the loss of Mar-
garet’s brother, Charles

Carole & Richard Fine
Roselle Fine

SISTERHOOD ALTAR FUND
·  Get well wishes to

Chris Dressel
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  Get well wishes to Dale

Hersh
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  Get well wishes to

Gayle Greenstein
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  Happy Special Birthday

to Monroe Smith
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In honor of Brian

Seitchik’s
engagement

Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In honor of Jeff

Seitchik’s engagement
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In honor of Matthew

Golden’s engagement
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In honor of Deborah

Golden’s engagement
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In honor of Hilary

Feldman’s engagement
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  In memory of Jan

Friedman
Sandra & Aaron Cooperman
·  Get well wishes to

Robin Jacobson
Sharon & Saul Levy
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Harold Serata
Joy, Nathan, Hillary & Candi
Feldman
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BUILDING FUND
·  Get well wishes to Faye

Bernstein
Audrey Harrell
Gloria Dinner
·  Speedy Recovery to

Dale Hersh
Gloria Dinner
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Edith Leventhal
Dr. Louis Newman
Barbara Newman
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Harry Ackerson
Frank & Doris Milani
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Al Dolinger
Mary Dolinger
·  In memory of Jean

Weinberg
Barbara & Fred Levy

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
·  In honor of Ruth Dick-

stein’s 100th Birthday
Dr. Louis Newman
Barbara Newman

LIBRARY FUND
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Sonny Schneider Kaar
Irwin Schneider

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL
TOY FUND
·  Get well wishes to Herb

Smith
Carol & Jeff Leventhal
·  Get well wishes to Joy

Feldman
Carol & Jeff Leventhal
·  In honor of Hilary

Feldman’s engagement
Carol & Jeff Leventhal
·  In honor of Ari Oh-

aion’s becoming a Bar
Mitzvah

Carol & Jeff Leventhal
·  Yahrzeit in memory of

Tillie Besen
·  Lois Besen

In honor of Harold
Sprung’s Award

Monroe Smith & Elaine Levy
·  In memory of Margaret

Shapiro’s brother,
Charles

Monroe Smith & Elaine Levy
·  In memory of Selma

Rosenberg
Monroe Smith & Elaine Levy

Contributions
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Above

This year’s Oppenheim
Institute, in conjunction with our
Social Action Shabbat, was truly
an inspiring occasion. For me,
the evening was a highlight of my
tenure as your Chair of Social
Action.

I first heard Rev. Barry
Lynn speak four years ago at the
Consultation on Conscience in
Washington, DC.  In fact, the set-
ting was the Caucus Room in the
Cannon Office Building.  I was
sitting next to Jane Oppenheim.
Afterward, I leaned over to Jane
and expressed a wish that some-
day Rev. Lynn would speak at
Temple Hesed.  A big thank you
to Jane Oppenheim and the sup-
port of the Oppenheim Institute
for bringing Rev. Lynn to Temple
Hesed.

Special thanks go to
Rich Mates and Esther Fried-
mann for all their publicity efforts,
to Bertye Dietrick and Ilene White
for coordinating a scrumptious
Oneg and to Gloria Dinner for
rallying her bakers.  Along with
the famous “Gloria cookies”,
Oneg goodies were contributed
by: Esther Adelman, Mary Beth
Adelman, Stacey Bamford,
Marilyn Deutsch, Bertye Dietrick,
Cheryl Friedman, Esther Fried-
mann, Donna Kostiak, Denise
Krafchin, Carol Leventhal, Harriet
Rosenstein, Deidre Spelman,
Emily Trunzo and Ilene White.

And thank you to all
the wonderful members of our
Social Action committee: Abigail
Byman, Sandy Cooperman,
Marilyn Deutsch, Gloria Dinner,
Bertye Dietrick, Jimmie Ellenbo-
gen, Esther Friedman, Donna
Kostiak, Rich Mates, Jane Op-
penheim, Natalie Solfanelli,
Deirdre Spelman, Rabbi Swartz,
Emily Trunzo, and Ilene White.

Judith Golden, Chair
Social Action Committee

����������� ��������������������������	��������
The 2006 mid-term elections were a setback for the so-called “Religious

Right.” But the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, guest speaker at the May 4 Social Action
Shabbat/Oppenheim Institute service, warned the large gathering, that it remains
active and we must remain vigilant.

A day earlier, with more than 20 votes to spare, Lynn said the U.S.
House of Representatives, tuned back a change in the law that would have al-
lowed some Head Start centers — principally those based in churches — to use
religion as a basis for hiring paid staff and volunteers. He said the Bush Admini-
stration was pushing for this change as part of its faith-based initiative.

Lynn, an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ and a lawyer,
is executive director of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State,
Washington, D.C He has tangled with the Bush administration before on religious
freedom issues.

Lynn sued  the Veterans Administration to have the Religious Symbol of
the Wiccan religion included on official VA grave markers. He said President
George W. Bush did not consider the Wiccan religion (a nature-based religion) to
be a valid faith and the VA went along. The recent consent agreement means
any of the 2 million Wiccans in the U.S. in need of a VA grave marker may now
have a pentacle — a five pointed star in a circle — as its religious symbol.

He also sued Alabama to remove the Chief Justice’s copyright personal
version of the Ten Commandments from the state court building.

He said the “Religious Right” represents only about 16 or 17 percent of
the voting population, but they hold political sway far above their actual numbers.

Lynn said the Terri Schiavo case in Florida may have been their undoing.
According to Lynn, 80 percent of the population opposed government

interference in the Schiavo case. In the end, Lynn said the case contributed to
the 2006 loss of several GOP lawmakers including U. S. Sen. Rick Santorium (R-
PA).

Lynn took questions from the congregation following his talk.
Scranton Today, Channels 61 and 62, taped the speech for broadcast on

Comcast Cable.
Lynn sold and signed copies of his book “Piety and Politics ” in the lobby

following the service.

�����

LEFT:Judith Golden, Rabbi Dan
Swartz, Jane Oppenheim and
Barry Lynn meet after the service.
Above, Rev. Lynn signed his book
“Piety & Politics” following his talk.

—Rich Mates photos

Lynn Talk Will Air on Public
Access Channel

Barry Lynn’s talk to the
congregation was taped by
Scranton Today public access
television (Channels 61 and 62
on Comcast Cable).

The nearly hour-long
talk aired several times May 14
and 15.

The Social Action
Committee, with Lynn’s concur-
rence, asked Scranton Today to
suspend further airings of the talk
because of the death of the Rev.
Jerry Falwell on May 15.

The talk will air again
following an appropriate period of
respect for Mr. Falwell.



- 4 -                  Temple Hesed Messenger

Figaro to Phantom Fundraiser Confirmation May 18, 20 07
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Abigail is a 6th grade honors student at
West Scranton Intermediate School. Her many
interests include dance, piano, violin.

Abigail has performed in the Civic Ballet’s
production of the Nutcracker for the past two
years. She has been involved in dance since she
was three. Abigail has played the piano for the
past two years and violin for three years.

 Abigail enjoys spending time with her
friends and family especially the friends she has
made at Camp Harlam, the Union for Reform Ju-
daism-run camp in the Poconos.

Abigail is involved with charitable organi-
zations that raise and donate money to groups as
American Red Cross, the Humane Society and
Ronald McDonald House.

She was part of a group that was recog-
nized by the Lackawanna County Commissioners
for their involvement with the community.

 Abigail plans to continue her academic
excellence and eventually go to college where she
hopes to become an architect.

Abigail Mancus

Making final plans before the June 2nd
fundraising event: From left: Carol Leven-
thal, Invitations; Sharon Levy, Chairperson;
(standing) Esther Friedmann, co-publicity;
Lynn Fragin, Patrons

Meyer Cornfield, left, and Jeremy Adelman,
right, with Rabbi Swartz, during confirmation
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June 2007
(Sivan 14, 5767— Tamuz 17, 5767)

Temple Hesed Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Shabbat
Service  8
p.m.

2
Abigail
Mancus
Bat Mitzvah

Beha'a-
lotcha
������
���	

Fundraiser
8 p.m.
Dinner
6:30 p.m.

3
Adult Ed.
11 a.m.

4 5
Social
Action
Committee
5:30 p.m.

6 7 8
Tot-6:30
Potluck-7
Shabbat
Service  8
p.m.

9
Sh'lach

10
Adult Ed.
11 a.m.

11 12 13 14 15
Shabbat
Service  8
p.m.

16
Korach

17
St. Francis
Kitchen
Volunteers

18 19 20
MESSENGER
DEADLINE
FOR JUL-AUG
EDITION
____________
BOARD
MEETING
7 p.m
CONGREGATION
MEETING 7:30
p.m.

21 22
“Shabbat
Under the
Stars”
Service  8
p.m.

23
Chukat

24

31

25 26 27 28 29
Shabbat
Service  8
p.m.

30
Balak
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About Letters

The Messenger wel-
comes e-mail, faxes or
standard mail (some-
times called snail
mail) and will publish
letters on any subject
pertaining to the Tem-
ple or Jewish life.

·  Our e-mail address
is

Hesed_Messenger
@comcast.net

·  Standard Mail may be
sent to:
Temple Hesed
1 Knox Street
Scranton, PA 18505
Attn. Messenger

·  Faxes should be sent
to:
(570)344-4514

The Weinberg
Family

The Weinbergs
live in Clarks Summit,
moving here four years
ago from Kansas.

Eric and Angela
Weinberg have two sons,
Jacob, 6, and Reece, 2.

“Angela grew up in
Upstate New York and I
grew up in New Hamp-
shire. We moved to the
area to be closer to our
families,’ Eric said.

He has worked as
an insurance
agent/financial advisor for
the last four years. Eric is
actively involved in the
community.

“I'm the President
of the Scranton Associa-
tion of Insurance and Fi-
nancial Advisors, Presi-
dent-Elect of the Kiwanis
Club of Scranton, class-
room mentor for Junior
Achievement of NEPA, a
member of the Abington
Business & Professional
Association and Scranton
Chamber of Commerce
and the Make a Wish
Foundation.

“I currently work
for Biondi-Franklin Insur-
ance in Clarks Summit,”
Eric said.  “Angela has the
toughest job of the two of
us as a stay-at- home
mother.“

The Matthew
Levy Family

Will be moving into
the area in July.
. Make them feel
welcome at Temple He-
sed when they arrive.

A profile will ap-
pear in a later Mesenger.

%������%�  ��������
�����������������

Rabbi Daniel Swartz
and the Caring Committee
of Temple Hesed wish to
announce the availability of
free, confidential, counsel-
ing and referral services for
our congregants.

Anyone facing life
altering circumstances such
as divorce, death, illness, or
any other crisis may receive
private counseling and
support services through
the Temple.

In many instances
congregants may be facing
overwhelming stressors in
daily living.

When life seems to
be too much to handle, it is
difficult or even  impossible
to reach out for help in the
outside community. Let our
Temple assist you!

For information on
this confidential  personal
service please contact
Rabbi Swartz at
Reb_daniel@verizon.net or
Carole Fine
cbfine@comcast.net (570-
586-8357).

Help Welcome New
Members with Hesed

We have the honor of intro-
ducing and welcoming our newest
members to our Temple Hesed
Family.

Please take a moment to
greet our new members by inviting
them to services with you; sharing a
Sabbath meal with them; or simply
sending them a welcome to Temple
Hesed note.

Contact information is avail-
able at the Temple Office or in our
new membership directory.
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June 8 at 6:30 p.m.
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The final Tot
Shabbat service of the
year is set for June 8.

Singing, dancing,
stories, and marching with
fuzzy Torahs are all a part
of these services, starting
at 6:30 p.m.

At 7 p.m. we will
have potluck dinners open
to both those attending the
Tot service and those
coming to our regular 8
p.m. services.

And don’t be
fooled by the “Tot” in the
title – kids up through 3rd

grade have a blast with us!

Let’s see. There
are 24 hours a day, and
365 days a year. That’s
8,760 hours each year.

Temple Hesed
would like 10 of them.

That gives you
8,750 hours for sleeping,
eating, working for a living
or just seeing the sights.

The Membership
Committee is looking for
members to help imple-
ment the many wonderful
suggestions from the
Membership Survey.

The volunteer form
(on page 10) has only a
FEW suggestions for you.

If you have a skill
that you would like to
share with your Temple
Hesed Family...please be
creative and write how you
want to donate your time
to the Temple at the bot-
tom of the form. Please
send (mail or fax) the form
to Temple Hesed, 1 Knox
St., Scranton, PA 18505.
ATTN: Membership Com-
mittee. Fax: (570) 344-
4514

Members Wanted.
You Can Help Us
Find Some New
Ones.

Our membership campaign in under way.
Our goal is for each member to give us the

name and contact information of one person or family
who may be interested in joining Temple Hesed.

Our membership process and dues are more
flexible than ever with the introduction of a free year
of membership under our membership initiative enti-
tled "Try us, you'll like us" for qualifying families.

When thinking of families, don't forget:
·  Young Adults who have moved back to

the community;
·  Newly married individuals;
·  Couples in interfaith marriages who may

be unaffiliated;
·  and Snowbirds.

 It’s only 10 hours a YEAR

Temple Needs Volunteers.
Can You Spare 10 Hours
A Year?

   DON’T FORGET
THE NEXT ISSUE
OF THE HESED
MESSENGER IS
THE DOUBLE
JULY-AUGUST
ISSUE.
   SUBMIT YOUR
CALENDAR
EVENTS, STORIES
AND PHOTOS BY
JUNE 20TH

 TO BE
INCLUDED.

—EDITOR
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Name ______________________

Volunteer Form

Can you give ten hours a YEAR to the Temple, (less than one hour a month)? If every member can give
us ten hours a year, we can implement all of the pr ograms we have planned.

Please check any volunteer opportunities that may appeal to you.

___Leadership.  I would like to be a member of the following committees/organizations

___Sisterhood (Co-chairs – Abigail Byman; Bertye Dietrich)
___Worship Committee (Chair- Esther Adelman)
___Children’s Religious Education (Chair- David Hollander)
___ Social Action (Chair- Judith Golden)
___Caring Committee (Chair- Carol Fine)
___Membership Committee (Chair- Marilyn Deutsch)
___Adult Education (Rabbi Swartz)

___ Publicity
___Design a flyer for a Temple event.
___Telephone Squad Make telephone calls to 10 to 20 members re: Temple events.
___Write article for Messenger about a Temple activity.
___Take digital photos for the Messenger

___ Food Preparation
__Bake for an Oneg or Temple event.
__Grocery shop for a Temple event.
__Prepare food in Temple kitchen.

__For Temple Events
__For members who are infirm in need of meals

___Programs
___Coordinate a special program for the religious school.
___Coordinate an adult education program

Office Skills
___Help design a data base for record keeping for a committee or event chair
___Write emails to go out to the membership.
___Collate mailing for special Temple program.

Sabbath and Holiday Services
___Participate with an honor at a Shabbat service.

___Hebrew Prayer
___English only
___No speaking part

___Hesed welcomer at Shabbat services.
___Participate in musical service (instrumental or vocal) specify____________________

Children’s Religious Education
__Assist Sabbath or Hebrew School teachers
__Help coordinate Youth Group programs.

___Join the 30 Something social group.
___Join the Temple Book Club
___Join the “Group with No Name” social group. ( empty nesters…home aloners….)
___Join the “ Seniors” Group

__ I can’t find the right job for my interests, but  I want to help.
 Please contact Marilyn Deutsch or the Temple offic e at (570) 344-7201.

MAIL OR FAX FORM TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE.
Mail to: Fax
Temple Hesed, 1 Knox Street, Scranton, PA 18505. (570) 344-4514
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2007 B’nai Mitzvah
�  Abigail Mancus
6/2/2007
�  Emily Davis
8/4/2007
�  Olivia Levine
08/18/2007
�  Rachel Friedman
8/31/2007
�  Andrew Fiegleman
9/1/2007
�  Jason Bamford
10/27/2007

1st Financial Services, Inc.
Think 1st About Your Retirement

625 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA 18512
Phone: 570-558-2390 Fax: 570-558-2391 Toll Free: 86 6-558-2390

Robert Bryan Fitzpatrick
Securities and investment Advice Offered Through

MIDSOUTH CAPITAL, INC .
A Registered Broker/Dealer NASD/SIPC.

A Registered Investment Advisor.
601 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 300, Marietta GA 30067

ADV.           

W/E June 9:  *Leonard Cohen, *Lenore Forman, Harold Serata, *Theodora Swartz, Martha Garmise, Jacob
Fine, *Bela M. Davidow, *Clare Rice, *Jennie B. Rosen, *Dr. Bernard Shair, Robert Littauer, Benjamin Slawit-
sky.

W/E June 16:  *Harry Adelman, Claire Bayer Ballot, *Morris Stein, *Sophie Bloch, *Janet Richman, Harold
Serata, *Bettie Landau, Frank Seitchik, Bess Fragin, Gladys Kohl, Ada A. Schwartz, *Edward Apfelbaum,
*Jerome Friedman, *Sara Jacobson, Sally Lipkin, Charles Gardner, *Viola Goldsmith, *Esther Apfelbaum,
Aaron Swartz, Frieda Lefkowitz.

W/E June 23:  Jerome Kelner, Rosalind Feller, *Ruth A. Cohen, *Sam Dinner, *Margery Phillips Freedman,
*Dr. Maurice Marmelstein, *Ralph Gardner, Siegfrid Gardner, Dr. Louis Morris, Esther Vidro, *Bert Falk, Sarah
Weinberg, Herbert Narrow, Frances Mullen, *Irving Rosen, *Rose Levy, *Irving Levy, *Frank Peck, *Gertrude
L. Freedman.

W/E June 30:  *Abraham Hillsberg, *Doris Cohen, *Lena Mitteldorf, *Maude Perlin, Sara Greenstein Rosen-
stein, David Oldstein, *Irene B. Newman, *Sander Dembert, *Dr. Harry Goodfriend, *Martha Noe, *Louis
Jacobs, *Louis Kleeman, Marjorie Meyer, *Constance Oppenheim, *Harold Joseph, *Maud Carylon, Anna A.
Gardner, Morris Mendlowitz, *Bertha Goodman.

�������	������
�4��
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·  To Margaret & Louis Shapiro and family on the loss of

Margaret’s brother, Charles
�&��5&���5$�!&�
Faye Bernstein Michael Cornfield
Dr. Chris Dressel Martin Frank
Jerry Friedman Rachel Gilbert
Phillip Graff Gayle Greenstein
Dale Hersh Robin Jacobson
Tom Livingston Louis Slawitsky
Herb Smith Ruth Sparber
George Sparber

Yahrzeits

��������� 	
·  To Jeremy Adelman and

Meyer Cornfield on the oc-
casion of their confirmation.
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Rabbi’s Daughter
Recognized for
Her Artistic Skills
AT LEFT: Alana Swartz, 7,
center, shown with her prize
winning still life of flowers, was
an award winner in her class
at Barry’s Art School
. She is shown here with her
grandparents, Dr. Mahmoud
and Iran Fahmy, and her fa-
ther, Rabbi Daniel Swartz. Her
mother is Roya Fahmy
Swartz. AT RIGHT: Alana’s
artwork in detail.

There¹s more big-
otry than actual content in
either of these “philoso-
phies,” and there
certainly is no compelling
reason in either to learn
about our tradition or
to try to live up to Jewish
values.

But there¹s a
whole realm of possibilities
between “religion is stupid”
and certainty about God.

In fact, doubts and
questions about everything
— from why bad things
happen to good people, to
whether there is life after
death, to what it means to
live a good life in the first
place —are not only
acceptable, but traditional
in Judaism.

One can find
vastly different opinions
about these subjects in the
Bible itself, let alone in the
thousands of years of
post-Biblical Jewish texts.

So please don¹t
feel that you don¹t have a
place in our Temple or in
Judaism as a whole if you

have doubts.
I¹m as happy to

see someone coming
through our doors with
dozens of bags full of
doubts as when they come
with dozens of bags for the
rummage sale!

This is one of the
most basic reasons for
a Jewish community to
exist in the first place — to
be a place where we can
wrestle with important
questions together, a place
where none of us have a
special claim to the truth
but rather where all of us
feel safe about raising
questions and stating
opinions. After all, Jacob
became Israel only
after he spent a long night
wrestling in just such a
manner.

We have many
opportunities here to wres-
tle together. When we
study Torah together as
part of a service, it is a
great time to raise doubts
and questions.

During adult edu-
cation classes, as all those
who have come to one or

more already know, we
have lively debates and
frequent chances to
express widely differing
opinions.

Even our social
action roundtable on
immigration raised more
than merely secular ques-
tions — for a claim that all
people are created equally
in the image of God makes
no sense unless it
acknowledges wrestling
over what “the image of
God” means.

I also welcome
you to raise such ques-
tions with me in private
conversations.

The door to my of-
fice is quite literally open
— I am always happy to
meet with people here or
outside of the Temple to
talk about whatever ques-
tions are on your mind. I
can¹t guarantee that we¹ll
find answers together —
but I bet you have a better
chance of learning some-
thing here, about yourself
and about the world, than
you would on Ebay.

�����

REFLECTIONS
FROM PAGE 1

Did someone in your
family get an award or
honor?

Let The Messenger
know so it can be in-
cluded in a future edi-
tion.

Contact Rich Mates at
(570) 346-9320
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The Law and the
Land: A Unique Israel Ex-
perience of Professional
Value for Attorneys

Join ARZA’s Israel
trip for attorneys, featuring
two days of Continuing
Legal Education courses
at Tel Aviv University Law
School, meetings with Is-
rael judges, private- and
public-sector attorneys,
workshops with the legal
staff of the Israel Religious
Action Center and brief-
ings by high-level officials
on contemporary legal is-
sues in Israel this Novem-
ber 1-11, 2007.

In addition to
touring Israel’s Supreme
Court, Knesset, and other
government institutions,
the group will visit signifi-
cant Israeli sites such as

Yad Vashem and Inde-
pendence Hall. Parallel
programs and tours will be
provided for spouses,
partners, and other non-
CLE participants during
the two days of courses at
Tel Aviv University.

The program
should be eligible for 12-14
CLE credits in states with
mandatory CLE require-
ments, pending accredita-
tion. For more informa-
tion please contact Marla
Schuchman,
mschuchman@arza.org or
212 650-4096.

 Check
www.arza.org/travel/missio
n/attorneys_trip/ for regular
updates.

This year marks the
50th anniversary summer
for the beautiful URJ Eis-
ner Camp.

Throughout the sea-
son we will join together as
old friends to recount our
years together as a camp
community.

Plan to join us for one
of these wonderful Shab-
bats or weekends and be
sure to bring old pictures
of your time at camp when
you visit:
·  Friday, July 13,

2007 — Alumni
Shabbat at Camp

(Past
staff/directors/com
missioners)

·  Friday, August 10,
2007 —Alumni
Shabbat at Camp
(Renewal of vows
for couples who
met at Camp)

·  August 24-26,
2007 — Founder's
Weekend at Camp
(For all involved in
the Camp’s early

$�����������������%�&�%��"������
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years and origin)

·  July 26-27, 2008
— 50th Celebra-
tion Weekend at
Camp
(For all alumni and
current Camp
families — make
your hotel reser-
vations early)
More events will take

place throughout the
summer. So be sure to
check for more information
at
www.necamps.urjcamps.or
g/eisner.htm.

$������%	#�����&��'�(�#��)�	�����
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Temple Hesed’s
Social Action Committee is
thinking about back to
School. Never mind the
fact that this school year is
not over yet for most stu-
dents.

In case you don’t
know about the program.
The Social Action Com-
mittee outfits backpacks
for more than 100 of the
area’s neediest children
each year.

Emily Trunzo gets
much of the credit for or-
ganizing and executing
this project but, under her
direction, the entire Social
Action Committee pitches
in to put together the
backpacks.

The backpacks

contain school supplies
that every student needs
to get the school year
started. These are se-
lected to match the age
and sex of the recipient.
The backpacks also in-
clude toiletries and cloth-
ing — all custom selected
to meet the requirements
of the child. For many chil-
dren, this represents the
first new school clothing
that they have ever re-
ceived.

The Social Action
Committee receives infor-
mation about the children
from several agencies, in-
cluding United Neighbor-
hood Centers, Jewish
Family Services,
Lourdesmont and several

others.
The agency in-

cludes the child’s age,
size, grade and uniform
requirements. The com-
mittee then shops for the
child.

While some items
are donated, the others
must be purchased. Our
shoppers are careful to get
the best prices and they
get wholesale prices on
some items…still it costs
about $100 to outfit each
child. Do the math: that
means 100 children cost
$10,000!

We expect that our
shopping list will have
more than 100 children.
Please take time to fill out
the form on Page 14 and
help us help them.

You can help

����������	��
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Shul-In Was a Big Hit With Young People;
Additional Events Planned for June and July

Temple Hesed’s first Shul-in was a big success, says David Hollander, adult leader of youth activi-
ties for the synagogue. About 15 children — from both Temple Hesed and Congregation B’Nai Harim, Po-
cono Pines — participated in the sleep-over which ran from the evening of May 19 to mid-morning on May
20.

Hollander said the evening featured a havdalah service, a bonfire in the parking lot, food, a movie
and breakfast. The educational program for the event was a discussion on “Why Am I the Only Jewish Kid
in My Class?”

“I only expected the discussion would last an hour,” Hollander said. It lasted three hours. The kids
really got into the subject and the discussion took off. Overall, Hollander said the event was a big success.

For June, the youth group is planning a day at an area amusement park. The exact date,
thie and cost will have to be determined. Hollander said the trip will be open to all families from the temple
only. A notice will go out as soon as the details are set.

July’s event will be for the entire congregation and their guests. It will be a cookout with the young
people handling all the serving duties. The date for the cookout has to be determined.

A special note of thanks should go to Bertye Deitrick, who provided invaluable assistance in the
preparation of the “Shul-In,” Hollander said.



- 16 -                  Temple Hesed Messenger

TEMPLE HESED
1 Knox St

Scranton, PA 18505
PHONE:

(570) 344-7201
FAX:

(570) 344-4514
E-MAIL:

Templehesed@verizon.net
-------------------------------
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

587-0747 (home)
344-7201 (office)

reb_daniel@verizon.net
PRESIDENT

Mary Ellen Ohaion
1st VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Davis
2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Natalie Solfanelli
TREASURER

David Dickstein
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Michael Greenstein
SECRETARY
Donna Kostiak

 ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Elaine Shepard

STAFF
Marlene Gianzanti,

Office Manager
MarleneCG@verizon.net
Marlo Pearce, Secretary
Mark  Hahn, Organist/

Director of Music
Ed Snitko, Soloist

  ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:
Temple Hesed, a Reform synagogue, was founded in 1860, and it is

Scranton’s oldest Jewish congregation.
We serve the needs of Jewish families in the Greater Scranton area and in

the Poconos.
The office is open Tuesday – Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The rabbi is happy to set appointments during or outside of temple office

hours. Please call him to make an appointment.
Shabbat Services are conducted at 8 p.m. Friday. Any changes are noted in

The Messenger.
Temple Hesed is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism and the Jew-

ish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania.

����������� � ����

The next issue of
the Messenger is the
JULY-AUGUST double is-
sue that should arrive in
your mailbox by the first of
July.

Why am I telling
you this? So you can plan
ahead and get all your
stuff in to me on time.

I am going to take

it easier during my month
or so off.

I hope this will give
you a chance to recharge
your batteries and get
yourself in shape for sub-
mitting articles in the fall.

If you serve on a
committee and do not see
reports on activities from
that committee, find out

why. I will be contacting
committee chairmen and
chairwoman in an effort to
get monthly reports start-
ing in the fall.

This is not rocket
science. All it takes is a
short note each month to
report on what is going on.

In Hesed,
—Rich Mates


