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“The Temple of Loving Kindness” Founded in 1860
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz, Spiritual Leader

Rabbinical Reflections

You're Welcome, | Hope!

Dear Friends, Temple He-
sed is a warm and wel-
coming congregation,
where any stranger can
come to a Shabbat service
and immediately feel part of
an extended family. Or
Temple Hesed is a place
where “regulars” are
friendly toward each other,
but everyone else feels like
an outsider. Which is it?

In last month’s issue of Re-
form Judaism, Rabbi Eric
Yoffie, the president of the
Union of Reform Judaism
(to which Temple Hesed
has belonged for well over
100 years!) noted this para-

Now, people living

at senior citizen housing
developments in Clarks

—~

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

dox: The very same service
— or other congregational
program — that one person
experiences as open and
welcome may feel cold and
clique-ish to another. As a
newcomer myself, | can un-
derstand this. Don’t get me
wrong -- Temple Hesed has
warmly embraced our entire
family. | can’t imagine peo-

High Holy Day services.
Hans Friedberg
served on the Temple

Green/Clarks Summit area
and the Lower Hill Section
can attend Temple Hesed
services without driving.

In memory of
Hans and Herta Friedberg,
their sons, John and Carl
Friedberg, made a very
generous donation to
Temple Hesed for the pur-
pose of assisting those
seniors and others in need
of transportation to Temple
Hesed for Shabbat and

board of directors, and
Herta Friedberg was in-
volved with the Sisterhood
for many years.

Both Carl and
John attended Sunday
school and were confirmed
at the Madison Avenue
Temple, which wais the old
name of Temple Hesed.

At this time, van
service will be offered the
second Friday of every
month.

ple being any nicer or more
genuine. Almost every
week, however, | find my-
self clueless about a Tem-
ple tradition that “every-
one” knows about.

Our challenge is not only to
share the warmth with any-
one who walks through the
Temple doors, but also to
extend our welcome out
into the community so that
people walk through those
doors in the first place.
That's not easy, and | cer-
tainly can't do it without
your help.

| believe that Temple Hesed

Continued on page 9

A Posten van will
first stop at Elan Gardens
in Clarks Summit then at
Amos Towers in Scranton.
For the return trip home,
the route will be reversed.

The exact times of
the stops will be available
shortly.

The schedule is
subject to change in the
future if the need arises.

Contact Rabbi
Swartz or Marlene at the
Temple office for more in-
formation about this new
service. Call 344-7201.



If you repeat often
enough that you're

right, you'll discover
that you're wrong.
— Yiddish Proverb
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Yahrzeit in memory of
Helen Giles

Jerome Giles
Get well wishes to Louis
Slawitsky

Faye Bernstein
In honor of Leo
Moskovitz's 102nd birth-
day

Jerome Giles

Edith, Marge & John Gardner

Walter Avery

Charles H. Battenberg
Yahrzeit in memory of
Harry Lonstein

Evalyn Lonstein
Speedy and complete re-
covery to Faye Bernstein

Gloria Dinner
In memory of Steven
Tepper

Judith Golden
In memory of Herb
Kipnes

Gloria Dinner

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
Yahrzeit in memory of
Louis E. Newman DDS
Dr. Louis E. Newman & Bar-
bara Newman

MILTON & MIRIAM
FRIEDMAN SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
In memory of Steven
Tepper
Jim, Paula, Sarah & Rebekah
Kane

GRAHAM MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Jack
Adelman

Marilyn & Henry Deutsch
In memory of Minnie
Rosen

Marilyn & Henry Deutsch
In honor of B’Nai B'rith
Man of the Year Award to
Sam Rosen

Esther Adelman
In memory of Steven
Tepper

Arlene & Norman

Gevanthor
In honor of Mr. & Mrs.
Paul Fishman’s 50"

Wedding Anniversary
Esther Adelman
In memory of Herb
Kipnes
Esther Adelman

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL
TOY FUND
In honor of Scott
Leiman’s engagement to
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Carol & Jeff Leventhal
Lynne & Jerry Fragin
Yahrzeit in memory of
RoseBud Leventhal
Lindsay Leventhal
In memory of Herb
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Carol & Jeff Leventhal
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Barbara & Murray
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Yahrzeit in memory of
Netti Slawitsky

Louis & Janet Slawitsky
Yahrzeit in memory of
Harry Lebowitz

Sandy Steinberg & Family
In honor of Scott
Leiman’s engagement to
Jennifer Shub

Carol & Paul Leiman

Ricki & Bruce Adoff
Yahrzeit in memory of
Brian Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Schneider
Thinking of Jerry Fried-
man, and keeping him in
our prayers

Arlene & Norman

Gevanthor
In memory of Scott
Tepper

Robin & Jeffrey Jacobson &

Family

Cookie & Joel Goldman
Yahrzeit in memory of
William Lerner

Janet & Louis Slawitsky
Yahrzeit in memory of
Adam Fishbein

Carole & Martin Fishbein
In memory of Herb
Kipnes

Sandy Steinberg & Family

SEYMOUR E. STAHLLER
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of Dorothy
Goldstein
Mark & Bray Stahller
Nancy Stahller

EMMA K. FRANK
MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of Myer
Alperin’s special birthday
Carol & Don Dembert
In honor of Sally
Shapiro’s marriage
Carol & Don Dembert
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Carol & Don Dembert
In memory of Joseph T.
Goodman
Carol & Don Dembert

SISTERHOOD ALTAR FUND
In honor of Scott’s en-
gagement to Jennifer

Sandy & Aaron Cooperman
In honor of the birth of
Bruce & Ricki Adoff's
granddaughter, Maya
Rose

Sandy & Aaron Cooperman
Yahrzeit in memory of
Kate Cooperman

Sandy & Aaron Cooperman
Yahrzeit in memory of
Barbara Cooperman

Sandy & Aaron Cooperman




Where your contributions go ...
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To mark an important occa-
sion, to honor someone’s
achievement, to honor the memory
of a loved one — no matter what
the occasion, there is no more ap-
propriate way to give thanks or re-
call the memory of someone than
with a gift to Temple Hesed.

Every month on Page two,
we list contributions to the various
Funds administered by the Temple
Office.

Temple Hesed does not
exist by dues alone. It depends on
your generosity and your willing-
ness to perform a Mitzvot to mark a
special occasion or a honor a spe-

Fund

Building Fund

Religious School Fund
Roseann Smith Alperin
Fund

Linda Lee Leventhal
Toy Fund

Library Fund

Seymour E. Stahller
Scholarship Fund
Oppenheim Fund

Louis A. Fine Holocaust
Memorial Fund
Graham Memorial Fund
Prayer Book Fund
Friedmann Foundation

cial memory. Endowment Fund

If you have never consid-
ered a g|ft to Temple Hesed, could For more information on
you please give it some considera- these funds, contact the
tion the next time some life event Temple office.
occurs.

The following are Temple
funds from which you can select
when yiu contribute:

Milton and Miriam
Friedman Scholarship

Letters to the Messenger

@

Thank You! Thank Youl!

Belated but heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful women
who baked their delicious “goodies” for Rabbi Swartz’s Installa-
tion Dinner: Emily Trunzo, Esther Friedmann, Taryn Blomain,
Carol Leventhal, Cheryl Friedman, Judy Golden, Abby Byman,
Sarah Kostiak, Eileen White, Deirdre Spelman, Marilyn Deutsch,
Gloria Dinner, Dale Miller, Stacey Bamford, and Sandy Stein-
berg.

You are all truly the “icing on the cake™!!!

New Email Address:
Our email address has changed. Send your
email to Hesed_Messenger@comcast.net
Remember to include the underscore
(Shift+-) between Hesed and Messenger.
All articles, photos and emails for the
Messenger should be sent here.

LETTTERS are published in each month’s
Messenger. Email your letters to

Hesed Messenger@comcast.net or malil
them the old fashioned way to Temple He-
sed, 1 Knox St., Scranton, PA 18505.




Temple Hesed in Pictures

Hanukkah Dinner at Temple

Greeters (I. tor.): Sarah
Davis, Emily Davis, Rachael
Friedman and Casey Fried-
man

Susan and Joel Shapiro with
Sadie and Noah, checking
out some of the desserts.

Trip to N.Y.

Esther Friedmann Photos

Co-chairs of the Hanukkah Din-

Emily Trunzo with grand- ner, Joan Davis and Cheryl
daughters Isabel and Jor- Friedman, at the kitchen stove
dan Spatt just before dinner was served

Energy Savings
for Hanukkah at
the Temple.

Rabbi Swartz pointing to
the first two energy-saving
bulbs in the Temple's me-
norah.

Rabbi Swartz actually read-
ing the Hanukkah story; but
he needed help with some of
the words!

Master Puppeteer
Robert Rogers on
stage at Temple Con-
cord, Binghamton,
with the horse fea-
tured in "Naftali The
Storyteller."
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Temple Hesed
Calendar of Events

XX

V4 for 11th of Tevet, 5767 V4
to 12th of Sh'vat, 5767
January 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Hebrew Tot Shabat- | Shabbat
School 6:30 p.m. School
Potluck din- | confirma-
ner 7 p.m. :
Shabtf)at tion Class
Service
8 p.m.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Yom Limud Hebrew Adult Edu. | Shabbat No
Temple School Class Service Shabbat
Israel 2-5 7:30 p.m. | 8 p.m. School
p.m. for at Elan
Jewish Gardens
Educators
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Adult Edu. | MLK Jr. Hebrew Board Adult Edu. | Shabbat Shabbat
Class 11 Holiday School Mtg. Class Service School
a.m. atthe | March @ . 7:30 p.m. | 8 p.m. Confirma-
Temple 5p.m. Messenger at Elan tion Class
at United Deadline Gardens
Neighbor-
hood
Centers on
Olive
Street.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Volunteers Hebrew Adult Edu. | Shabbat Family
@ St. Fran- School Class Service Edu.
cis Kitchen 7:30 p.m. | 8 p.m. 9:30-Noon
at Elan “Healing
'i“(leg.trE_du' Gardens the Planet”
at the Tem-
ple
Reading
Group
10 am. @
Temple
28 29 30 31
Adult Edu. Hebrew
Class 11 School
a.m. at the
Temple




Profile: Jane Oppenheim

A Life of
Involvement
and Service

By Joan Davis

Anytime that Jane Oppen-
heim is in town she makes a
point to get to a Temple He-
sed board meeting.

A former Board president,
she now has an honorary
membership and likes to
keep up on things with the
temple she calls her “home,
family and the center of my
Jewish life.”

Born and raised in New York
City, Jane joined Temple
Hesed when Rabbi Samuel
Volkman officiated at her
marriage to Richard Oppen-
heim, a Scranton native. She
has two sons John and Rick,
a daughter Ellen, and eight
grandchildren ages 9 to 24.

She is an old-fashioned
mother and grandmother,
yet possesses something
else — the business savvy
and fundraising skills that
have made her a much
sought after leader and team
player on numerous boards
and organizations, including
the Union for Reform Juda-

ism (URJ), Hunter College,
Keystone College, the Uni-
versity of Scranton and the
SCOLA volunteers for liter-
acy.

During her early years as a
temple member, her hus-
band and brother-in-law
served on the Temple board,
while Jane stayed in the
background of temple life.

When they finished their
terms, Jane was asked if
she would take their place.
Her leadership roles in-
cluded chairing search and
nominating committees,
Temple Snowball and Tem-
ple Board president.

Her jump to national leader-
ship came when Jane was
asked to be on the national
dues committee. “It was just
a natural progression,” she
says. Now she serves on the

social action and synagogue
management commissions
of the URJ as well as bien-
nial planning and develop-
ment.

Jane has seen many
changes throughout her
years at Temple Hesed.

She would like to see the
Sisterhood strengthened and
the Brotherhood reactivated
and has a few words for the
young people too.

“Hang in there. You'll never
regret any service project
you get involved with since
you get more than you give,”
she says.

Jane recently returned from
a trip to Atlanta for the URJ.
She pointed upstairs from
her gracefully done living
room, and commented how
her desk has gotten so clut-
tered..

"Every so often | have to
simmer things down,” she
said.

But it doesn’t look like there
will be any simmering time
right now.

She’s got too many pans in
the fire and they're all cook-
ing just fine.

TEMPLE HESED READING GROUP
“Reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body" Joseph Addison
Join us as we exercise our minds together, and in addition enjoy the discussion of the book

THE HISTORY OF LOVE
By Nicole Krauss.

— A quote from the Seattle Times: —

“Extraordinary...THE HISTORY OF LOVE is a complex, funny, sad, elegantly constructed meditation on
the power of love, language and imagination...Krauss' beautifully imagined characters are funny, rueful,
smart and sometimes almost unbearably poignant.”

Meeting Place: Temple Hesed
Date: January 21st (Snow date 1/28)

Time: 10 a.m. - Noon
All are welcome.........ccocveeeiiiieneenne Bring a friend!

Berne Sklar, Esther Adelman, and Cantor Karen Gilat




Yahrzeit January Kaddish and Memorial List

WI/E Jan. 6: Isaac Lefton, *Isaac Ziegler, Nina Bankover, *Janet Phillips, Max Tevelin, *Olga Adelman, *Blanche
Silverstein, Chester Weisberger, Benjamin Aerenson, *Bernice Lenchner, *Alvin Ziegler, *Herman Schneider,
*|sadore Levine, Samuel Lachman, *Freda Ball, Lydia Black, *Henrietta Jacobs, *Robert Graham, Shirley Kohn,
Edna J. Wald, Jessie Samter Ellenbogen, *Frederick L. Wormser, *George Phillips, Isadore Kaplan, Bessie
Kaplan.

WI/E Jan. 13: *George Bauer, *Mabelle Druck, *Minnie Harris, *Tillie Lauer Marks, *Gertrude Ziegler, Ruth
Wertheim, Sara Rozenson, Cecil Black, *George Joel, *Samuel “Chic” Feldman, *Eric S. Gardner, *Edward
Denis, Samuel B. Bernstein, *Marvine L. Dinner, *Ophelia H. Hefter, *Hattie Ross Lauer, *Edna Kabatchnick,
*Samuel “Chic” Feldman.

WI/E Jan. 20: *Abraham Wolf, Isadore Kaplan, Bessie Kaplan, *Jack Friedman, David Levy, *Abe Newman,
*Mary Freeman, *Ethel Friedmann, Victoria Poli, Emily Kominz, Fannie Weinberg, *Simon Lauer, *Herman
Goodman, *Leonard A. Saltzman, Anne Marie Heilbrunn, Philip Schwartz, *Sadie R. Lichtman, *Michael
Graham, *Morris Whitman, *Ruth Livingston, Herman Joseph Haftel, Fannie Weinberg, *Ann Fragin, Francis
Weisberger.

WI/E Jan. 27: *Sarah Bloch, *Arthur L. Goldsmith, *Abraham Leventhal, *Dr. Morton Hodes, *Samuel “Chic”
Feldman, May Orent, *Solomon Schudmack, Katie Fragin Armfield, *Carl Goldman, *Alice Goldsmith, Theodore
Kaplan, Gertrude Kelner, *Rebecca Levy, *Barbara Sapsowitz, Robert Sundheim, *Milton Aronsohn, *Carl
Davis, *Lillian Goldfarb, *Madeline Goldsmith, *Jacob Sydansk, *Charles Noe, *Jennie Lehman, *Sadie W.
Young.

WI/E Feb. 3: *Sol Davidow, Gwen Kozik, Ann Berson Smertz, Lillian Lefton, Dorothy Rosenberg, *Pamela
Tigrett, Jacob Newman, Blanche Anspacher, Fred Friedmann, *Stephen M. Simon, Rose Tevelin, *Simon J.
Freeman, *Maxwell M. Neumann, *Lena Weinberger, *Margaret Oettinger, Jon Swaab.

2007 B’nai Mitzvah GET WELL WISHES
A Ari Ohaion
4/14/2(_)07_ - Faye Bernstein
A Ab|ga|l ManCUS . Jerry Friedman
6/2/2007 . Joan Newman
A Emily Davis - Ruth Sparber
8/3/2007 - George Sparber
A Olivia Levine + Louis Slawitsky
08/18/2007
A Rachel Friedman MAZEL TOV
8/31/2007 - To Sarah Kostiak on her engagement.
A Andrew Fiegleman
t . . .
9/1/2007 1% Financial Services, Inc.
A Jason Bamford Think 1% About Your Retirement
10/27/2007 625 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA 18512
Phone: 570-558-2390 Fax: 570-558-2391 Toll Free: 86 6-558-2390
Robert Bryan Fitzpatrick
Our Sym pathies: Securities and investment Advice Offered Through
: . MIDSOUTH CAPITAL, INC.
I. To ?gl Tepp_le_r and Family on the A Registered Broker/Dealer NASD/SIPC.
0Ss o . gven epper ) A Registered Investment Advisor.
* To Ricki Adoff & Family on the loss of 601 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 300, Marietta GA 30067
Ricki's father, Herb Kipnes

ADV.
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Loew’s Hotel, Phila-
delphia, was the site of the
Union for Reform Judaism,
Pennsylvania Council Re-
gional Biennial Meeting on
Nov. 16-19.

Some 200-300 peo-
ple attended the sessions in
the former bank building that
has been converted into a
hotel.

Workshop topics ranged from
nuts-and-bolts “how-tos” to
philosophic and spiritual ses-
sions.

Pennsylvania is one
of 14 URJ regions holding
conferences this year. In the
odd numbered years, our na-
tional body, The Union for
Reform Judaism — compris-
ing some 900 North American
Congregations, holds a
movement-wide Conference.

The 2007 confer-
ence is set for November in
San Diego, Calif.

There were a num-
ber of different sessions at
the Philadelphia regional
conference.

“Jewish Leadership and
Ethical Decision Making” was
provocative.

How do Temple boards
of directors decide ethical is-
sues? Example: If a Temple
member who has not paid his
dues, pleading business
slack-off, proceeds to rent the
Temple for a lavish Bar Mitz-
vah party... or, should a
Temple accept a very large
donation from a member
whose wealth is reported to
come from nefarious sources.
This is real stuff to chew on —
Boards frequently must cope
with hard problems.

Another fascinating ses-
sion was “Inverting America:
The Philadelphia Jewish
Community and the Creation
of the United States.”

Rabbi Lance Sussman
earned his Ph.D. in Colonial
Jewish History. His talk was
accompanied by slides. He
also does a two-hour walking

n . &

tour of Colonial Philadelphia
for groups. (How about that
for a Hesed program?)

Friday night the group
was bussed to Sabbath
Services at the gorgeous,
huge, (1,100+ member) newly
restored Congregation Ro-
deph Shalom, 615 N. Broad
St., Center City.

Saturday morning serv-
ices, at the hotel, featured a
talk by Rabbi Eric Yoffie,
president of the URJ, in which
he begged all of us to go
home and create, within our
congregations, appropriate
sex education for our chil-
dren.

Saturday afternoon
we visited Constitution Cen-
ter. Rabbi David Saperstein
of the Religious Action Center
in Washington, D.C. gave his
“take” on the recent elections
and some of his perceptions
for the future — his hope is
for cooperation between the
Administration and the Con-
gress.

This Pennsylvania
Biennial schedule was full!

Our days were
loaded with food for thinking
— and eating. Hospitality
room was open all day and
loaded with goodies. A high-
light, as always, was the Sat-
urday night banquet with its
traditional
Scroll of Honor.

Outstanding nomi-
nees from each congregation
were chosen, including Tem-
ple Hesed's Steve Seitchik, a
temple past president who
was a vibrant, caring leader.

The text of the
award is on this page.

Board member Abby
Byman, a first time attendee,
was deeply impressed by the
quality and depth of the delib-
erations.

As always, when |
attend URJ meetings, | come
away energized, and proud of
our Reform Movement.

—Jane Oppenheim
URJ Board Member

Union for Reform
Judaism

Pennsylvania

Council

Philadelphia Federation

Photo www.URJ.org
Rabbi Eric Yoffie, URJ
president

Rabbi David Saperstein
Religious Action Center

Rodeph Shalom, Philadelphia

(Text of Mefillat Kavod citation to Steven Seitchik)



Rabbinical Reflections
(cont'd from pg. 1)

should be a place where
any individual or family that
wants to lead Jewish lives
will feel comfortable — no
matter their shape, size, or
background.

That means welcoming in-
terfaith families, singles,
couples with and without
children, same sex couples,
those who choose to be-
come Jewish, young chil-
dren and teens and... The
list goes on and on, and
each person or group we
welcome poses its own
challenges and provides
new opportunities for add-
ing life to our Temple fam-

ily.

Right now, for example, the
membership committee is
working on ways that Tem-
ple Hesed can become a
comfortable home for inter-
faith families.

I'd love to hear your
thoughts on the subject —
just give me call at the
Temple or drop me an email
at reb_daniel@verizon.net.

Your ideas and opinions
can help us become more
welcoming to more people
— but your actions can help
even more, both in creating

and, equally important,
helping to bring new people
in for us to welcome! Have
a new colleague or neigh-
bor or acquaintance who is
— or even might be — Jew-
ish? Invite them to one of
our ever-increasing list of
programs.

Do they have young chil-
dren? Bring them to our Tot
Shabbat, at 6:30 on the first
Friday of each month. It's a
lively half-hour, with songs,
stories, and lots of partici-
pation, followed by a pot-
luck dinner for both the Tot
Shabbat families and those
who come to our 8:00
services.

Older children can join our
revived youth group in
monthly adventures. Do
they have a passion for so-
cial justice? Link them up
with our social action
committee. Are they intel-
lectually curious? Tell them
about our adult education
opportunities. Do they have
needs the Temple is not yet
meeting? Tell me, and we’ll
come up with something!

With your help, | know we'll
have an answer we can be
proud of to the question:
Which Temple will we be?

Saturday, June 2, 2007
Temple Hesed Annual Fundraiser
Mostly Opera Presents
“Figaro to Phantom"

[ 42
! 1

The first night of Ha-
nukkah this year fell on a Fri-
day night—Shabbat!

What finer way to
celebrate than to have a Ha-
nukkah dinner, with the light-
ing of the first candle on the
menorah, followed by a
Shabbat service and the pre-
miere of the story, “Some-
thing's Fishy about Hanuk-
kah"?

Cheryl Friedman and
Joan Davis voluntarily be-
came chairs of the Hanukkah
dinner. There was pot roast
and latkes (potato pancakes)
and apple sauce and chicken
and vegetables and salad;
and then cookies galore.
Rabbi Swartz led the bless-
ings over the bread and then
over the lighting of the first
candle.

Following dinner, the
service was held in the
Sanctuary, with Harry Adel-
man and his son, Jeremy,
providing the music and lots
of Hanukkah songs. Assisting
with the dinner were Michael
Friedman and Mark Davis,
Joel Shapiro, Donna Kostiak,
Emily Trunzo, and the latke-
makers: Roya Swartz, Bertie
Dietrick, Abby Smith, and
Barbara Parker-Bell.

—Esther Friedmann
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A Joint Statement by Leaders of American Jewish Rel  igious Movements
and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))

Washington, DC, December 4, 2006 — As we met together on Novem-
ber 29, 2006, at the Presbyterian Center in Louisville, Kentucky, we gave thanks
to God for life and sustenance and recalled with joy our shared role as people of
God who bring a unique and vital perspective to a world marked by secularism
and fundamentalisms of various kinds. We share a prophetic tradition, with a
common calling to the healing of the world. Our sacred texts put before us a
number of shared values, such as respect for the dignity of each human person,
compassion, seeking God'’s truth, nurturing caring communities, and seeking jus-
tice for all.

We give thanks to God for bringing us to a “new season of dialogue and
understanding,” as the words from this year’'s PC (USA)’s General Assembly
resolution on Israeli-Palestinian peace invited us to do. We believe that we have
taken a significant turn at this meeting toward just such a time of renewed en-
gagement.

Since the days before the American Revolution, Presbyterians and
Jews have lived together in this country and worked together for the common
good. In the spirit of that history, at this meeting we renewed our partnership in a
number of ways:

- We initiated an ongoing national consultation among our communities.

We decided to undertake an effort to bring together congregations of the

Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructionist Jewish Movements with Pres-

byterian congregations in a number of areas of the country for fellowship and

study, and to support congregations already engaged with one another.

We agreed to join together in public policy efforts on crucial issues of our

day, beginning with advocacy for an increase in the minimum wage. To this

end, we will also explore fresh ways to work together on immigration issues,
the situation in Darfur, and other justice concerns.

The major focus of our day together, however, was on issues related to Is-
rael and the Palestinian Territories, and the long search for peace, justice, and
security for the people who live there. We discussed in depth actions of the 217th
General Assembly (2006) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) relating to Israeli-
Palestinian peace, and the concerns of the Jewish community regarding their in-
terpretation and implementation by the church. That assembly affirmed what
have been the consistent positions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and also
introduced a “turn” in certain policies concerning Israel and the Palestinians. We
agreed to make every effort to articulate our positions as clearly and as faithfully
as possible as we move forward. Together, we welcomed the potential for work-
ing together invited by those General Assembly actions. We discussed frankly
and openly our different perceptions of the situation in the region and found some
ways to begin working together in this area that has most divided us in the past.

Together, we affirm that peace for Israel and the Palestinians should be built
on the foundations of security, justice, and the establishment of two viable states.
Our specific approaches to peace differ, but we believe that we can, and must,
be strong advocates together—and together with other Christian and Muslim
colleagues—for a renewed peace process.

We fully intend to work together for peace in the Middle East with other
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim leaders. Together, we affirm the statement of the
National Interreligious Leadership Initiative for Middle East Peace, which will be
issued as one part of renewed efforts for peace as the new Congress convenes
at the end of this year.

Moreover, because we think economic development and peacemaking
in Israel and the Palestinian Territories are crucial to the success of the peace
process, we will be assessing a variety of Israeli and Palestinian organizations
and projects that can then be recommended with confidence to our congrega-
tions for their involvement and support.

From these small steps, we pray that God will lead us to other creative
joint efforts, and help us build a road to mutual understanding, cooperation, and
peace for a region and a world desperately in need of it.

—From :www.rac.com
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Some 23 children at-
tended a planning meeting Dec.
9 and told adults what activities
they would like to have at Tem-
ple Hesed.

“We had pizza and
soda,” said Dave Hollander,
who organized the idea ex-
change.

There were 43 different
ideas. Hollander called the
meeting “a very fruitful event.”

He added, “I will try to
put together al least one event
per month starting in January.”

PotLuck Dinner Followed...

1st TotShabbat He

Temple Hesed’s young-
est children now have their own
Shabbat service. Called “Tot
Shabbat,” the service is geared
to children aged one through
Grade 2.

About a dozen children
and their parents attended the
first Tot Shabbat service said
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz.

The rabbi told stories to
the chilldren, led them in song
and all children received kid-
sized Torah scrolls, with which
they danced.

A potluck dinner fol-
lowed.

Similar Tot Shabat
services and dinners are sched-
uled for the first Friday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. Dinner fol-
lows at 7 p.m.

The regular service is at
8 p.m.

Temple Concord, Binghamton, NY Hosts...
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On Dec. 17, a bus
from Temple Hesed trav-
eled to Binghamton, N.Y.
to visit The “Hanukkah
House” Museum at Tem-
ple Concord.

According to the
temple’s Website, Hanuk-
kah House is a seasonal
teaching exhibition in the
Kilmer Mansion at Temple
Concord.. Built in 1898,
the Kilmer Mansion exhibit
is modeled after New York
City’'s famous mansion
based Jewish Museum.

Hanukkah House
features hundreds of dif-
ferent Hanukkah meno-
rahs and dreidles on loan

%

seum dining room. There
was also miniature re-
creation of the Lower East
Side of New York City as
well as the Town of the
Maccabees miniature vil-
lage.

The Robert Rogers Pup-
pet Company presented
"Naftali the Storyteller"

an original play based on a
story by Isaac Bashevis
Singer.

Dave Hollanader
said the 31 members of
the Temple Hesed group
had a great trip. They had
pizza and sodas on the
bus, sang songs and
heard a story.

55

Upon arrival, the
Scranton group had a tour
of the Hanukkah House
personally guided by
Carole Herz, president of
Temple Concord.

from congregents and
community members.
Itis in its 10" year.
Jewish Holiday
and Life Cycle celebrations
were on display in the mu-

A Bright Idea ...
"non

The message over Hanukkah was fight global warming by
getting rid of incandescent light bulbs and switching to longer lasting,
energy efficient compact fluorescent bulbs.

Every Reform synagogue was asked to participate in the
campaign called “A Light Among the Nations” aka “How Many Jews
Does it Take to Change a Light Bulb.” The Coalition on the Environ-
ment and Jews Life (COEJL) and the Jewish Council on Public Affairs
(JCPA) created this campaign. It is a nationwide effort to engage the
Jewish community in awareness, advocacy, and action to conserve
energy, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promotes sound en-
ergy legislation.

The centerpiece of the program was to get congregations to
install compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) during the Hanukkah
2006 season. This Hanukkah, 500 institutions from forty-one states
changed 50,000 CFLs, keeping 18,250 pounds of carbon dioxide
(CO? from entering our environment.

Rabbi Swartz was interviewed about this campaign by
WNEP-TV, WYOU / WBRE-TV, WVIA-FM, The Sunday Times and
other local media.
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As | said in November, | cannot produce this newsletter alone.

We always need articles and letters. If you are involved with any Temple or
Jewish activity, then we would like a story or a letter. Don't worry about being a
poor writer or speller, which is why | am here.

I would like to thank my friend Roger Schatz in Chicago for sending us
the Non Sequitur panel on page 10 and thanks to Universal Press Syndicate
and Wiley Miller for allowing us to reprint it.

While there is a deadline for getting pictures and stories into the Mes-
senger, submitting items early is not wrong. It makes my workload easier, gives
me more time to plan and gives me more time to edit. A deadline is the last day
for submissions, not the first.

Finally, we need photos. Send them, with captions, to
Hesed_Messenger@comcast.net.

—Rich Mates

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:

Temple Hesed, a Reform synagogue, was founded in 1860, and it is
Scranton’s oldest Jewish congregation.

We serve the needs of Jewish families in the Greater Scranton area and in
the Poconos.

The office is open Tuesday — Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rabbi’s office
hours: Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Thursday, 12:30 to 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 9
a.m. to noon. Rabbi’s hours are subject to change.

Shabbat Services are conducted at 8 p.m. Friday. Any changes are noted in
The Messenger.

Temple Hesed is a member of the Union for Reform Judaism and the Jew-
ish Federation of Northeastern Pennsylvania.



