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“The Temple of Loving Kindness” Founded in 1860
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz, Spiritual Leader

  Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

Rabbinical Reflections
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At the very beginning of
the tractate in the Mishnah
about Rosh Hashanah
comes a rather startling
statement: The year has
four beginnings.  No, don’t
go looking for your three
other sets of High Holy
Day tickets – I promise
that the Rosh Hasha-
nah/Yom Kippur marathon
comes only once a year,
and, strangely enough, I
have not had a single re-
quest to make our regular
Shabbat services as long
as those on Yom Kippur.

Rather, the other three
new years were in origin
accounting tools, to help

delineate tax years.  The
first of Nisan was the new
year of the state – in other
words, the time to pay the
ancient equivalent of the
income tax.  Coinciden-
tally, that usually falls
pretty close to April 15th.
The first of Elul, near the
end of summer and well

past the breeding season,
was the new year for cat-
tle, in order to help simplify
what people should do
when required to bring, for
example, a three-year old
goat for sacrifice.  We do
sort of the same thing for
racehorses today – all of
them count January 1 as
their birthday (just like
me!), for the purpose of
running the Kentucky
Derby and other such
races.

These two new years
remain only as memories.
But the third of these

“Try us…you’ll like us”
Would you like to help

the Temple Hesed Com-
munity in a way that does
not involve meetings, a fi-
nancial commitment or
more than five minutes of
your time?   Well, do we
have a job for you!  The
Board of Directors recently
approved a proposal to
provide free one-year
memberships to:
�  Newcomers to the

community
�  “Twenty Something”

Couples

�  Unmarried Adults
�  Interfaith couples with

out an affiliation to a
synagogue

�  College Students
Our outreach will only

be successful with your
help.  If every member of
the congregation assists in
this endeavor by referring
three families or individu-
als to us, we can meet our
goals by providing a social
and spiritual inter-connect
to others, and enhance our
present Temple Hesed
family as well.

This is how it works.  All
you have to do is call the
Temple office and give ei-
ther Rabbi Swartz or
Marilyn Deutsch, chair-
woman of Membership
Committee, the name and
contact information for
people who you think may
be interested in member-
ship.

If you have already ap-
proached them — great —
let us know. If not, the fol-
lowing procedure will oc-
cur:
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Continued on page 9

Continued on page 9
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BUILDING FUND
�  In memory of Herb

Kipnes
Judie & Larry Golden
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Dennis

�  In honor of Leo
Moskovitz’s 102nd
Birthday

Harold & Retya Jane Gold

�  In memory of Steven
Tepper

Harold & Reta Jayne Gold

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Max Tevelin

Barry Tevelin, Robert &
Phyllis Evanina

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Isadore Levine

Delores Levine & Family

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Esther Gordon

Dorothy Gordon

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
�  Happy Birthday to

Rabbi Swartz
Arlene & Norman Gevanthor

�  In honor of Scott
Leiman’s engagement
to Jennifer

Ken & Dale Miller & Family

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Natalie Sparber

Ruth & George Sparber

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL
TOY FUND
�  In memory of Herb

Kipnes
Lynne & Jerry Fragin

LIBRARY FUND
�  Yahrzeit in memory of

Herman Schneider
Irwin & Sandy Schneider

LOUIS FINE MEMORIAL
FUND FOR HOLOCAUST
STUDIES
�  Yahrzeit in memory of

Rose Fine
Roselle Fine

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
�  In memory of Herb

Kipnes
Carol & Paul Leiman
Arlene & Norman Gevanthor
Cookie & Joel Goldman
Barbara & Gene Goldenziel
Henri & Marilyn Deutsch
Joy & Nat Feldman

�  In memory of Harold
Arnovitz

Barbara & Murray Jacobson

�  In memory of Brian
Duel

Barbara & Murray Jacobson

�  Wishing Rabbi Peller a
speedy recovery

Arlene & Norman Gevanthor

�  Thanks to the
Hanukkah Chefs for a
delicious dinner

Audrey Harrell

�  Mazel Tov on the awe-
some Hanukkah House
Bus Trip

Audrey Harrell

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Ralph Meyers

Marlene & David Meyers

�  In memory of Dorothy
Goldstein

Cookie & Joel Goldman

�  In memory of Bruce
Gelb

Cookie & Joel Goldman

�  In honor of Scott
Leiman’s engagement
to Jennifer

Ken & Dale Miller

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Edward Denis

Len & Lainey Denis & Family

�  Yahrzeit in memory of
Olga Adelman

Debbie & John Orgill

�  In memory of Steven
Tepper

Henri & Marilyn Deutsch

�  In honor of the birth of
granddaughter of Emily
& David Adler

Barbara & Gene Goldenziel

�  Best wishes to Sarah
Kostiak on her recent
engagement

Audrey Harrell

�  Wishing Tom
Livingston a speedy
recovery

Audrey Harrell

�  Wishing Nellie
 Kasarjian a speedy
recovery

Audrey Harrell

SEYMOUR E. STAHLLER
MEMORIAL FUND
�  In honor of Charlotte

Ellowitz’s BIG Birthday
Nancy Stahller

SISTERHOOD ALTAR FUND
�  In memory of Herb

Kipnes
Aaron & Sandra Cooperman
Sharon & Saul Levy
David & Gail Dickstein

�  Thinking of Phil Graff,
and keeping him in our
prayers

David & Gail Dickstein
Sharon & Saul Levy

“
If you’re at odds

with your rabbi,
make peace with
your bartender.

— Yiddish Proverb

”

“
From fortune to

misfortune is a small
step; from misfortune
to fortune is a long
way.

— Yiddish Proverb

”
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Letters to the Messenger
Social Action Committee "In Action" for

Thanksgiving

On Tuesday morning, November 21st before Thanksgiving,
the day began with Temple Hesed members peeling and slicing
"umpteen" pounds of potatoes for Sister Adrian's Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner for the needy and lonely in the community.
Dressed in their Temple Hesed Volunteer shirts and armed with
their potato peelers were: Rabbi Swartz, Alana Swartz, Emily
Trunzo, Ellen Kline, Tim Dietrick & friend, Audrey Harrell, Gloria
Dinner, Lainey Denis, Meyer Cornfield, Mendel Cornfield, Carole
Fishbein, Mark Davis, Sarah Kostiak, Rich and Marieann Mates
and Susan McKay.

Adorning our tables was Rich Mates' sign, "Rabbi Swartz's
Slicers: We get the Duds off the Spuds."

Efficiently serving at the Thanksgiving Dinner Tuesday even-
ing were: Emily Trunzo, supervisor, Tim, Bertye, Justin and Andy
Dietrick, Joan and Emily Davis, Mary Beth and Jeremy Adelman,
Deirdre Spelman, Cheryl and Rachel Friedman, Donna Kostiak,
and Mary Ellen Ohaion.

Jimmy Ellenbogen was busy carving turkeys in the kitchen.
We are proud of and grateful to these hard working Temple

Hesed Volunteers who consistently respond to the Social Action
Committee's numerous calls for help. Dr. Judith Golden is chair-
person of the Social Action Committee.
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LETTERS are published in each month’s
Messenger. Email your letters to

Hesed_Messenger@comcast.net or mail
them via the Postal Service to

Temple Hesed, 1 Knox St., Scranton, PA
18505.

New Email Address:
Our email address has changed. Send

your email to
Hesed_Messenger@comcast.net

Remember to include the underscore
(Shift+ -) between Hesed and Messenger.

All articles, photos and emails for the
Messenger should be sent here.

TEMPLE HESED MEMBERS VOLUNTEER

AT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI KITCHEN

Members of Temple Hesed have been
volunteering at St. Francis of Assisi Kitchen
for 13 years, helping with the preparation and
serving of meals once each month as well as
lending a hand on Christmas Day.

The program was inaugurated as an on-
going project of the Temple’s Social Action
Committee in 1994 at the suggestion of
member Gloria Dinner, who has, throughout
the years, voluntarily assumed the responsi-
bility of organizing workers and usually going
there each month herself.

The chairman of the Social Action Com-
mittee is Dr. Judith Golden, who is proud of
the plaque of recognition and appreciation
given this year to Temple Hesed by St. Fran-
cis of Assisi kitchen for the many years of
volunteering.

Members who helped out this year at
Christmas were:

Atty. Abigail Byman and son, Ben Cush-
ing, Pat Cembalest, Jimmy Ellenbogen, Har-
riet Noble, and Gloria Dinner.

— Esther Friedmann

1st  YOUTH GROUP
JANUARY EVENT

SUNDAY
JANUARY 28TH, 2007

2 - 4:30 P.M.
ICE SKATING

PIZZA/HOTDOGS/SODA
ONLY $10 PER PERSON
THE ICE BOX SPORTS

COMPLEX
800 PROVIDENCE ROAD

SCRANTON
(ACROSS FROM

SCRANTON HIGH
SCHOOL)

ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
CALL

DAVID HOLLANDER
586-7777
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Temple Hesed in Pictures

Jimmy Ellenbogen served up
food to the needy on Dec.
25.

Temple Volunteers at Soup
Kitchen on Dec. 25th

Gloria Dinner Photos

Pat Cembalest and Harriet
Noble handle KP duties at
soup kitchen.

Ben Cushing and his mother, At-
torney Abigail Byman volunteer to
serve the meal at the soup
kitchen.

Photo by Dr. Henri Deutsch
Joel Shapiro, Jeff Leventhal, Rabbi Daniel J.
Swartz, Carol Leventhal, Esther Friedmann and
Dr. Marilyn Deutsch, chairwoman
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February 2007
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Adult Edu.
Class
7:30 p.m.
at Elan
Gardens

2
Tot Shabat-
6:30 p.m.
Potluck
dinner 7
p.m.
Shabbat
Service
8 p.m.

3
Noon
Joint seder
at Temple
Israel.
Tu B'Shvat
Beshalach

4
Adult Edu.
Class 11
a.m. at the
Temple

5 6
Hebrew
School

7 8
Adult Edu.
Class
7:30 p.m.
at Elan
Gardens

9
Shabbat
Service
8 p.m.

10
Shabbat
School
Confirma-
tion Class
Yisro

11
BJE
Planning
Meeting

Adult Edu.
Class 11
a.m. at the
Temple

12 13
Hebrew
School

14
Messenger
Deadline

15 16
Shabbat
Service
8 p.m.

17
No Shab-
bat School

Mishpatim

18
Adult Edu.
Class 11
a.m. at the
Temple

19 20
Hebrew
School

21 22 23
Shabbat
Service
8 p.m.

24
Shabbat
School
Confirma-
tion Class
Terumah

25
Adult Edu.
Class 11
a.m. at the
Temple

26 27
Hebrew
School

28

Temple Hesed
Calendar of Events
for 12th of Sh'vat, 5767

to 10th of Adar, 5767
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to fight in World War II.
“I spent three years in

England in the second
largest supply depot for the
United States Army Air-
force,” he explained.

Ellenbogen spent all of
his time in supplies and did
not see any fighting.

“About the time the Bat-
tle of the Bulge came they
were thinking about ship-
ping most of us from there
(the depot) out, but we
were a success so I didn’t
have to do any fighting.”

After the war Ellenbo-
gen returned to Scranton.

“Jobs were hard to find
so I went to New York and I
finally got a job at the old
department store, Gimbel
Brothers.”

He eventually went into
the insurance business and
remained there for some
35 years.

While living in New York
Ellenbogen lost touch with
the Jewish community;
however, when his father
became ill in the 1950’s
Ellenbogen returned to
Scranton and became re-
connected to his people.

By Thomas Mates
Every week the smiling

face of James Ellenbogen,
82, greets the congrega-
tion of Temple Hessed.
Ellenbogen ensures that
everyone has a copy of the
prayer book and the
weekly program and
shows them to their seat.
However, there is much
more to this third genera-
tion of Temple Hessed.

Ellenbogen was born in
New Jersey but moved to
Scranton, Pennsylvania in
when he was 11 in 1935.
His mother was Jessie
Samter granddaughter of
one of the earliest mem-
bers of the temple.

“Her (Samter) mother
died and her father asked
her to keep house for him
as she was the only
daughter,” said Ellenbo-
gen. “That’s how I came to
Scranton.”

Ellenbogen has been a
member of the temple ever
since then.

Ellenbogen’s mother
was very active in the
temple. She was a former
head of the temple sister-
hood and also served on
several committees in-
cluding the building com-
mittee dating from when
the current temple was
being built. She was also
very active in the American
Red Cross during World
War II.

In 1942, Ellenbogen
was drafted into the Army

“I was into drama, act-
ing and things like that, so I
joined with somebody at
the Jewish Community
Center that was in charge
of, at that time, the teenag-
ers put on plays every year
and I was active in that.
That’s what brought me
into the Jewish Commu-
nity.”

Ever since then Ellen-
bogen has been extremely
active in the workings of
Temple Hessed and also
contributes a great deal of
his time to charity and vol-
unteer work in the commu-
nity.

“At Temple Hesed I am
on the Worship committee
and also on the social ac-
tion committee I also vol-
unteer several time a year
at St Francis Kitchen but
always on Christmas and
Easter.”

He also works with the
JCC to plan the monthly
senior dinners, the quar-
terly brunches, and he is
also on the annual Argus
committee.

Joint Seder on Feb.
3 at Noon at Temple Israel,

Monroe Avenue & E. Gibson Street.

Come to the “Jewish Earth Day”
Celebration
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Temple Hesed’s An-
nual Fundraiser will be
held on Saturday, June 2,
2007.

Mostly Opera, a 30
member community based
opera company in Scran-
ton, will present “Figaro to
Phantom”, featuring ex-
cerpts from grand opera
and from the Broadway
stage.

The vision of Mostly
Opera has been to pro-
mote knowledge and en-
thusiasm for the perform-
ance of classical music in
Northeastern Pennsylvania
and to introduce young
people to the performing
arts.

The company features
the talents of regional mu-
sicians and singers and is
always looking to introduce
new, aspiring young talent.

In existence since the
fall of 2000, Mostly Opera
is the only community-
based organization de-
voted to opera.

Thirty local singers

from the greater Scranton
and Wilkes-Barre area do-
nate their time and talent
to the opera company.

Over the years, more
than 250 singers have
performed with the group.
A Board of Directors
whose president is Edwin
Utan, Esq. leads the com-
pany; Executive Director is
Helene Tinsley.  

Linda Houck, from
Kingston, is their musical
director.  A faculty member
in the Wyoming Valley
School District, Linda is an
experienced theatrical and
church accompanist and
composer.

As our fundraiser pro-
gresses, please consider
joining one of the many
committees. If you are in-
terested in helping, espe-
cially with the calling for
patrons, the solicitation of
business ads, or ushering,
please call
Sharon Levy (563-1614) or
email her at
slevy104@aol.com.
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Northeastern Pennsylvania is changing.
New waves of immigrants are beginning to

settle here and that has many people uncom-
fortable.

The city of Hazleton has enacted laws re-
quiring landlords only to rent to persons who can
prove that they are in the United States legally,
businesses owners only to hire legal residents,
and English has been designated the official
language.

The United States has deployed National
Guard units to begin helping secure the border
with Mexico. Congress has approved building a
fence between the US and Mexico.

This is the basis for the winter roundtable
discussion, which will be hosted by the Social
Action Committee, after the Shabbat Service on
Friday, Feb. 23.

The topic is “Immigration: Current issues. Our
immigration history. And the future”

Dr. Judith Golden, chairwoman of the Social
Action Committee said, “The purpose of this
roundtable is to increase our knowledge base,
ask questions, dialogue and hopefully leave
seeking more understanding of the different
sides of the current immigration issues.”

To provide ample time for discussion,Rabbi
Daniel J. Swartz will not give a sermon on this
evening.

Some of the questions identified by Dr.
Golden are:

�  When did immigration quotas be-
gin?

�  How have these changes with
quotas affected our attitudes?

�  What changes have we seen in the
issues of immigration?

�  As Jews, we have a history of ille-
gal immigration. Illegal immigration
was part of the late 1930's and
early 1940's. How does this relate
to our issues of illegal immigration
today?

�  What does all this mean for us
here in Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia?

�  What are the human rights ques-
tions raised in Hazleton?

�  What is the effect on the business
community?

�  What is the effect of the use of so-
cial and health services and re-
lated cost concerns?
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February Kaddish and Memorial List
YAHRZEIT LIST:

W/E Feb. 3:   *Sol Davidow, Gwen Kozik, Ann Berson Smertz, Lillian Lefton, Dorothy Rosenberg, *Pamela Ti-
grett, Jacob Newman, Blanche Anspacher, Fred Friedmann, *Stephen M. Simon, Rose Tevelin, *Simon J.
Freeman, *Maxwell M. Neumann, *Lena Weinberger, *Margaret Oettinger, Jon Swaab,

W/E Feb. 10:    *Tillie Ackerman, *Clara Lauer, *Harry M. Siegel, *John Seagaard ,*Bessie Alperin, *Freda Carl-
son, Barnet Kroll, *Harry Schmerin, *Lewis Sugar, S. Jay Freeman, *Sara W. Wormser, *Miriam Ruth Vogel,
*Dotty B. Selverstone, David Cornfield, *Sol Benjamin, *Hanna Rymland, *Sarah Fassler, *Levi H. Kramer,
*Alfred Brown, *Simon Krotosky, *Lewis Marks, *Willard A. Phillips, Ralph Strohl, Rubin Kurland.

W/E Feb. 17:   Maxwell M. Andler, *Simon Ferber, *Leo B. Roos, Martin Traugot, Bessie Kaplan, *Joel Mitchell
Alperin, *Nannette Roos , *Arthur Besen, *Janet B. Rubinger, *Alfred Rice, Sr., Sara Mendlowitz, Fannie Cohen,
Mildred Lambert, Sandra Haftel, Nathan Rosenberg.

W/E Feb. 25:   *Minnie Levy, Tillie Fogel, *Louis E. Maring, Sr., Sarah Cader, *Ide E. Oppenheim, *Nathan H.
Strauss, Mark J. Littauer, *Miriam S. Newman, Alexander Abrahamson, *Lillian Zepel, *Albert N. Kramer, Celie
Brier Dolinger.

W/E Mar. 3:   *Oscar Leventhal, *Michael Cembalest, Max Slawitsky, Eva Borinstein, *Sallie Goodman, *Rosa J.
Roos, *Rene Traub, Philip Earl Troy, *Anne C. Kramer, Eleanor L. Byman, Isaac Braunstein, *Benjamin Fried-
man, *David Goldsmith, Paul Lang, *William Weinstock, *David Rymland, *Elias G. Roos, Sylvia Smiley,
*Isadore Gordon, *Samuel B. Silverstein, *Harrie Phillips Mittelman, Marcia Adoff, *Monroe Brandwene, *Hilda
Ziegler, Saul Goldberg, *Toni Brodrick, Francis Maislin.
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1st Financial Services, Inc.
Think 1st About Your Retirement

625 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA 18512
Phone: 570-558-2390 Fax: 570-558-2391 Toll Free: 86 6-558-2390

Robert Bryan Fitzpatrick
Securities and investment Advice Offered Through

MIDSOUTH CAPITAL, INC .
A Registered Broker/Dealer NASD/SIPC.

A Registered Investment Advisor.
601 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 300, Marietta GA 30067

           ADV.

2007 B’nai Mitzvah
�  Ari Ohaion
4/14/2007
�  Abigail Mancus
6/2/2007
�  Emily Davis
8/4/2007
�  Olivia Levine
08/18/2007
�  Rachel Friedman
8/31/2007
�  Andrew Fiegleman
9/1/2007
�  Jason Bamford
10/27/2007

�:>�$	�7?
�  To Janet & Louis Slawitsky on the

birth of their great-granddaughter,
Victoria Rose, daughter, of
Michael & Gloria Slawitsky.

GET WELL WISHES:
�  Faye Bernstein
�  Michael Cornfield
�  Jerry Friedman
�  Jerome Ganz
�  Rachel Gilbert
�  Phillip Graff
�  Tom Livingston
�  Joan Newman
�  Ruth Sparber
�  George Sparber
�  Deirdre Spelman
�  Louis Slawitsky

OUR SYMPATHIES:
�  On the loss of Sylvia

Greenburg, a longtime
member of the Madi-
son Avenue Temple.
Our sympathies go out
to her son Dr. Robert
Greenburg and
daughter, Lynn Pryor,
and their families.
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�  The Rabbi will make a
personal phone call
inviting them to come
to Temple Hesed and
offering a Free Mem-
bership to them.

�  Someone from the
membership commit-
tee will call them, wel-
coming them to the
Congregation, de-
scribe the various
spiritual, educational,
and social action pro-
grams we have at
Temple Hesed, and
offer to meet them at
services to introduce
them to our members.

�  The third Shabbat
Service of the month
will be dedicated to
new congregants,
although they of
course are welcome

to join us at any time.
At the new member
Shabbat, they will be
introduced to the
membership, given a
gift from the Temple
Gift Shop, and given
an honor during
services.

All new members will
be provided a Hesed,
Challah and Honey from
Sisterhood.

This can only work if
everyone does his or her
part.

For more information,
or to further volunteer to
help welcome new mem-
bers (welcoming them to
your Sabbath dinner is
always nice) please con-
tact Marilyn Deutsch.

E-mail:
mhdeut@epix.net
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“other new years,” the one
that comes during this
month, has actually been
reborn three times with
three different emphases.
It is called Tu B’Shvat –
which simply means the
15th of Shvat, the current
Hebrew month – or Hag
L’ilanot, the holiday of the
trees.  Again, it once
marked an accounting
rule.  No fruit from the first
three years of a tree was
to be eaten or sold, and
each year, the tree’s pro-
duce was to be tithed to
the Temple. And yet, even
from the beginning, there
seems to have been a dis-
tinction between this new
year and the one for cattle
or kings.  For the 15th of
any month in the Jewish
calendar is a full moon,

and all other Jewish holi-
days held on or near the
full moon are festivals,
marking joyous occasions.
The last I checked, tax
deadlines rarely inspire
joyous celebrations.

We have no records of
what celebrations might
have occurred during
Mishnaic times.  But some
1500 years later, Tu
B’Shvat was reborn as one
of the favorite holidays of
Jewish mystics.  For them,
the tree was a key symbol,
outlining the emanations,
the sephirot, of God’s
presence in the universe.
They also believed that
holy sparks – nitznaytzim –
were imbedded in all
things in our world, in-
cluding both fruit and our-
selves.  If fruit was eaten

with the right ceremony
and intention, according to
this thinking, great cosmic
healing could occur.  So
they devised elaborate Tu
B’Shvat Seders, eating
fruits that symbolized the
order of realms of God’s
emanations.

Tu B’Shvat’s second
rebirth came with the rise
of Zionism.  Here in North-
eastern Pennsylvania,
even in a relatively mild
winter, a festival for trees at
this time of year might not
seem to make sense.
Even here, however, ap-
parently “sleeping” trees
are beginning to stir.  Sap
is rising  -- enabling our
vice-president, Mark Davis,
and his family to make ma-
ple syrup -- and soon more
buds will form.  In Israel it-
self, this transition is more
obvious and dramatic, as
first of the flowers begin to
show and the almond trees
leap into bloom.  So early
Zionists used this time to
remind Jews in cold East-
ern Europe about their
connection to a sunnier,
warmer land.  They en-
couraged the eating of
fruits and nuts from Israel,
including carob seeds, be-
cause they traveled well.
And they began to raise
money for the planting of
trees in Israel at this time of
year.

The third phase of re-
birth began with the mod-
ern environmental move-
ment in the late sixties and
early seventies.  As young
“green” Jews began to ex-
plore our heritage, search-
ing for what wisdom Juda-
ism might have to help
bring about ecological bal-
ance, they re-discovered
the holiday of the trees.

Within a couple of dec-
ades, Tu B’Shvat moved
from never being men-
tioned to a sort of Jewish
Earth Day in most religious
schools in Reform congre-
gations.   As modern Tu
B’Shvat celebrations
evolved, they also incorpo-
rated mysticism and Zion-
ism into new Tu B’Shvat
Seders.

As you might guess,
I’ve been a part of this third
rebirth, and I am amazed
and gratified about its rapid
spread through our move-
ment.   I also think it makes
sense.  In a world where
many of us struggle to find
spirituality, standing in a
sunlit forest is still a “relig-
ious” experience for most
people.  And at a time
when the Mideast is rife
with conflict, with no end in
sight, connecting to an act
as healing as planting a
tree becomes a testimony
to peace and hope.

Here in Scranton, things
have even gone a step
further – for Temple Hesed
and Temple Israel have
used the occasion of Tu
B’Shvat to heal another rift
– between one Jew and
another.

For the past several
years we have held a joint
Tu B’Shvat Seder.  This
year, it is at Temple Israel
at noon on February 3rd.
No High Holy Day tickets
are required, no sermons
will be given, just a won-
derful ceremony, lots of
interesting fruit, and a
chance to make some new
Jewish friends.  I hope eve-
ryone will join us.

In Hesed,

—Rabbi Daniel Swartz
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NEW YORK – Working
together to teach the
teachers always pays off.
But now it seems that it is
paying off even more.

In partnership with the
Agency for Jewish Learn-
ing in Pittsburgh, the Union
for Reform Judaism has
been awarded $113,000
by the Covenant Founda-
tion for a 30-month pro-
gram. With the grant, the
agencies will to provide
teachers with educational
seminars focusing on in-
novative teaching tech-
niques, continuing educa-
tion and integrated models
for classroom participation.

These will be held in
parallel with sessions for
congregational leaders so
they will be more knowl-
edgeable about and sup-
portive of Jewish educa-
tion.

Working with sixteen re-
ligious schoolteachers,
who are also members of
Rodef Shalom Congrega-
tion, Temple Sinai and
Temple Emanuel of South
Hills, this initiative aims to
nurture teachers and lead-
ers entrusted with educat-
ing the next generation.

“This partnership created
a program called “M & M”,
which stands for ‘M’lamdim
u’Manhigim'’ which means
Teachers and Leaders,”

said Rabbi Jan Katzew, di-
rector of the Union’s De-
partment of Lifelong Jew-
ish Learning. “The project
will help create teachers
who are steeped in Reform
Jewish philosophy and
practice as well as the
newest pedagogy as well
as volunteer leaders who
will advocate for Jewish
education.”

The two-year program
includes 60 two-hour ses-
sions with faculty, 10 ses-
sions with volunteer lead-
ers, a Shabbaton, a visit to
New York City to meet with
leaders in the Reform
Movement and culminates
in an Israel Experience.

 “Teachers and Leaders”
will be piloted in Pittsburgh
with the hope and expec-
tation that it will spread to
other communities inter-
ested in strengthening
their Jewish educational
infrastructure.

The Union’s Depart-
ment of Lifelong Jewish
Learning provides human
and material resources to
help congregational edu-
cators, teachers and ad-
ministrators advance and
enhance Reform Jewish
education. The Depart-
ment’s mission includes
educating Reform Jews
from the youngest to the
oldest.

“Electrifying” and “Jewish Early Childhood Edu-
cation” are not words you often hear in the same
sentence. But on January 11-14, more than 250
educators, teachers, lay leaders and volunteers
gathered for a program to “Ignite, Illuminate, and
Recharge” their vision during “Electrifying Jewish
Early Childhood Education,” the 7th Annual Early
Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism (ECE-RJ)
Conference in Philadelphia.

It is fitting that Philadelphia will host such an
“electrical” group on Ben Franklin’s 300th birthday.

“Our profession has grown and blossomed with
great dignity,” said Nancy Bossov, RJE director of
Early Childhood Education in the Department of
Lifelong Jewish Learning of the Union for Reform
Judaism. “Each and every day we serve as ambas-
sadors for high quality early childhood education.
Our schools and communities vary greatly but our
missions, priorities, and objectives are similar. This
conference is rich with opportunities to learn, share,
and exchange ideas on pursuing excellence in the
field.”

Dr. Daniel Gottleib, renowned psychologist, fam-
ily therapist and radio talk show host was the con-
ference keynote speaker.

The opening program was a tribute to Rabbi Dr.
Jan Katzew, director of the Lifelong Jewish Learn-
ing Department at the Union for Reform Judaism.
Rabbi Katzew is credited for his pioneering work in
establishing the field of Jewish Early Childhood
Education as an equal partner in the education
world of the Reform Movement.

The “Rabbi Jan Katzew Scholar Endowment
Fund” has been established to provide attendees
an outstanding speaker/teacher for lifelong learning
each year at the ECE-RJ conference.

ECE-RJ strives to provide vision, leadership,
programmatic support, and resources to ECE-RJ
programs, and establish an effective partnership
between the ECE-RJ, temple clergy and temple
leadership. For more information on ECE-RJ please
visit www.urj.org/educate/childhood/ecerj_mission/.
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PA News From www.urj.org
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How to Prevent a Cold –
Get Involved!

Did you know that recent research by
immunologists has scientifically docu-
mented that the more social supports, fam-
ily and community involvement people
have the stronger their immune system.

Researchers studied people’s resis-
tance to a cold virus to study this relation-
ship.  Harvard researchers have also
documented that there is a clear relation-
ship between spirituality and wellness.
How can you get involved?

The membership committee is seeking
families who are willing to open their home
to newcomers for a Shabbat dinner or
Shabbat lunch once a year.

You can decide how many guests you
want, their ages (with or without children)
and we’ll try to “match you” with our new
members.

If you’re not into the domestic thing,
we’ll find a job for you.

Contact Marilyn Deutsch or any member
of the membership committee to volunteer
your services.

Purim – and our Pirate Crew –
Need You!

We’re having a Purely Pirate Purim this year
– and our Pirate crew needs you!

Yes, any and all Temple Hesed members are
welcome in our cast.  Absolutely no talent is
needed – just a good sense of humor.

 We will have only two rehearsals, and one is
on the eve of Purim itself (March 3).

We’ll be singing to a variety of Pirate and
nautical songs, from “Yo Ho, a Pirate’s Life for
Me” (from Peter Pan and Pirates of the Carib-
bean) to the theme song from Gilligan’s Island to
Gilbert and Sullivan.

Please call Rabbi Swartz or email him
(reb_daniel@verizon.net) if you’d like to join in.
100% fun guaranteed or double your money
back.

(This is not the rabbi in a pirate hat)

Shabbat School Happenings
We’ve had lots of excitement so far this year in our

Shabbat School – and plenty more is coming soon!
Our annual Maccabiah Games included a Temple-wide

Scavenger Hunt – you’d be surprised what they could find
here!  Rehearsals are already underway for our Spring
Musical – Who was that masked Prophet? It looks to be
the best yet – more details to come.

At the end of January, as this newsletter was going to
press, we held our first Family Education day, with parents
of our students learning alongside their children and in
special adult sessions with Rabbi Swartz.

 And we’re continuing with preparations for our transi-
tion to the Union of Reform Judaism’s CHAI curriculum for
next year.

If you are interested in helping out or just have ques-
tions, please don’t hesitate to contact Rabbi Swartz or our
school principal, Cheryl Friedman.

Friday Night Services — Question
The Worship Committee needs your input.  There are

some members of Temple Hesed who have requested
that we move the time of Friday Shabbat services from
8:00 PM to 7:30 PM. Since this is an issue that will affect
all members, we are conducting an informal poll to as-
sess the feasibility of such a change.

We would appreciate either a phone call or an e-mail
to the Temple office at 344-7201 or
Templehesed@verizon.net, or to Esther Adelman at
348-9240 or ebabunny@aol.com.

Please write “Worship Committee” in the subject box;
otherwise, your e-mail may not be opened.

Please tell us if you would be for or against the
change and also the reason for your choice, which is
most important.  Thank you.

—Esther Adelman, Worship Chair
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The Temple has a

digital camera. If you are
participating in an activity,
and want to take pictures
for the Messenger, talk to
us to find out how you
can borrow the camera.

The region lost a great
man in January with the
death of Abe Plotkin. As a
member of the Army in
1945, Plotkin was among
the first soldiers to wit-

ness the horrors of the
death camps. He never
forgot what he saw and
he made sure that suc-
ceeding generations
would know what he saw
too.

Many times each year,
Abe Plotkin would speak
to teens and show pic-
tures of the horrors he
witnessed. Many others
rarely talked about World

War II, but not Abe Plot-
kin. He wanted children of
new generations to know
what happened during
the Holocaust.

At a time when Holo-
caust deniers can still find
state sponsorship from
nations like Iran, the
world needs more people
like Abe Plotkin. He’s
gone; it’s up to you now.

—Rich Mates


