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Anjou; the 

third work 

in his tril-

ogy about  

Jewish culture.ó An-

jou will be our guest 

at the screening and a 

discussion will follow 

the film. The principal 

guide of Deli Man is 

the effusive and 

charming Ziggy 

Gruber, a third -

generation delicates-

sen man, owner and 

maven (as well as a 

Yiddish -speaking 

French trained chef) 

who currently oper-

ates one of the coun-

tryõs top delis, Kenny 

and Ziggyõs in Hou-

ston. 

A deli lunch will be 

served following the 

film. We will an-

nounce the menu and 

price soon.  The film 

and discussion are 

free and open to the 

public.   

any 

names 

to give 

you. 

But they 

will be 

funny.  

Weõre telling you this 

much so you can save 

the date ñ Saturday, 

April 9 at 8 p.m. 

Mark your calendar.  

Need a good 

laugh? Can you 

wait until April 9 

at 8 p.m.?  

Thatõs when tem-

ple Hesed will pre-

sent its Third An-

nual Comedy Night 

fundraiser.  

Bookings havenõt been 

finalized, so that 

means we donõt have 

SAVE THE DATE  

April 9 @ 8 p.m.  

THIRD ANNUAL 

COMEDY NIGHT  

At Temple Hesed Pell 

Auditorium  

Comedians: TBA  

Price: TBA  

 

 

Itõs delicious, itõs 

Kosher and itõs also 

vanishing. Weõre 

talking about the 

Jewish delicates-

sen. 

You can relive those 

tastes and smells 

April 17 when the 

Oppenheim Insti-

tute presents a 

screening of Deli 

Man, a 2014 docu-

mentary.  

The movieõs Web-

site describes the 

film:  òDeli Man is a 

documentary film 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

FUND  

 

In Honor of the Yahr-

zeit of Olga Adelman, 

Beloved Mother  

Deborah and John Orgill  

 

In Honor of the Yahr-

zeit of Jennie Lehman  

Paula Wasser 

 

In Memory of Sheila 

Miller  

Berne Sklar  

 

Thanks to all the won-

derful people who 

made the Tu BõShevat 

Seder unbelievably de-

licious and fun.  

Audrey Harrell  

 

 

 

 

 

 
TORAH RESTORATION 

FUND  

 

In Loving Memory of 

Saul Kaplan  

Esther B. Adelman  

 

In Loving Memory of 

Frimi Gromer  

Esther B. Adelman  

 

MARK HAHN  

MEMORIAL FUND  

 

In Loving Memory of 

Frimi Gromer  

Audrey Harrell  

 

ROSELLE B. AND LOUIS A. 

FINE  

MEMORIAL FUND  

 

In Memory of Saul 

Kaplan  

Richard and Carole Fine  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Hesed  

accepts these 

credit/debit cards for 

most payments or 

contributions  

 

Donations 

Dear Readers.  

You may notice there are few 

donations listed this month . 

Itõs a trend that has occurred 

during the past few months.  

Only a small number of mem-

bers regularly donate. For those 

unfamiliar with making dona-

tions, it is easy. Just call the of-

fice at 570 - 344 - 7201 and Mar-

lene will guide you through the 

process.  

Please consider a  donation to 

Temple Hesed to mark any life 

event or milestone.  

Thank you.  



 

 

PAGE 3 MESSENGER VOLUME 157,  ISSUE  6 

I   was recently asked to teach 

a class session in a graduate

-level counseling course at Mary-

wood.  The course is on diversity 

and counseling, and my task was 

to give the students some back-

ground in Jewish thought and 

practice and then help them un-

derstand how that might impact 

their work with Jewish clients.   

One thing I spoke with them 

about was Jewish attitudes about 

death and the afterlife.  I said, òI 

often get asked by Christian audi-

ences what Jews think about the 

afterlife.  The short answer is, not 

much.ó 

DIFFERENT FOCUS  

While I was being somewhat face-

tious, there was an important 

point I was trying to make ð 

namely, that Jews for the most 

part arenõt concerned very much 

with what happens after we die 

and donõt write much about heav-

en and so on.  Instead, we focus 

on how we live here and now, 

what sort of legacy we will leave 

behind, and how best to comfort 

those in mourning for a loved one 

who has died.  

We are taught that impact of our 

actions, whether for good or ill, 

affects the world long after we are 

gone.  And the memories we 

spark in those we leave behind 

are a very real way that we live 

on.  Indeed, Jewish mourning 

customs seek to comfort the be-

reaved not through the oblitera-

tion of memory, but through ritu-

als of remembering.   

These start with the first and 

most intense period of mourning, 

shiva (from the Hebrew for 

òseven,ó as it traditionally lasts 

seven days).  During shiva, we 

are NOT supposed to distract our-

selves with work or mundane 

tasks, even if we think in the 

short term such distractions 

would be a relief.  No, we are sup-

posed to give ourselves the time 

and space to truly feel our feel-

ings and to begin to come to 

terms with the extent of our loss.  

SHIVAõS PURPOSE  

Shiva is SUPPOSED to be a time 

when others take care of us, 

though recently it has sometimes 

been turned on its head and seen 

as a time when the mourners are 

supposed to provide food for oth-

ers, the exact opposite of what 

tradition intends.  

Next comes the period called 

sheloshim, from the Hebrew for 

òthirty.ó  During these 30 days 

(which include the shiva period), 

we traditional give ourselves the 

space NOT to appear in joyous 

public occasions, not to force our-

selves to act happy if we are not.   

Finally comes the yahrzeit, the 

anniversary of the death, when 

we again focus on recalling the 

person we have lost.  During each 

of these periods, the name of the 

person who has died is read in 

synagogue.  But the reason for 

the reading seems to be vanishing 

rapidly.  

MORE THAN JUST READING  

You see, there is no magic in just 

reading a name.  The name is 

supposed to invoke memory ð and 

that only happens if the person 

mourning actually is there to 

hear the name being read.   

Even 10 years ago, people came 

much more often to hear the 

names of their loved ones, to 

share with their living family 

members the memories of times 

together, of love that still re-

mains.  Now it is the exception 

rather than the rule that family 

comes to hear a name read.  But 

without living souls to remember, 

the reading of the name by itself 

becomes an empty gesture, nearly 

devoid of meaning.   

At Temple Hesed, we are always 

ready to accommodate those who 

cannot come to a particular ser-

vice and want a name read on 

some alternative date.  I know in 

talking with families afterwards, 

that coming together to remem-

ber a parent or grandparent can 

be an extremely meaningful ritu-

al.   

Memory is our after -life, our way 

of transcending death.  Donõt let 

the memories just fade away.  

Rabbi Daniel Swartz 

Rabbinical Reflections ñ Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

After -death Practices  



 

 

PAGE 4 MESSENGER VOLUME 157,  ISSUE  6 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ τ .ȅ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ tŀǊƪŜǊ-.Ŝƭƭ 

²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ 

Dear Temple Members  

We are in the midst of the season of 

weather watching.  Will we get 10 

inches of snow or none?  Will we 

need two layers of clothing or three?  

Even in the cold months of winter, it 

is important to remember that there 

is a lot of warmth at Temple Hesed!  

 By the time you read this letter, 

many of us will have enjoyed the 

festivities of Tu Bõshvat in the com-

pany of friends and family of Temple 

Hesed and Temple Israel. And all of 

us can look forward to Spring plan-

ning.   

At the very beginning of Spring we 

celebrate the festival of Purim. 

Events will be highlighted by a Pu-

rimshpiel with fine scriptwriting by 

our Rabbi Swartz and performances 

by our temple members (one of them 

could be you).    

As we move further into Spring in 

April, we have even more events to 

get excited about.    

Make a note on your calendar for 

our 3rd Comedy Night Fundraiser 

which will take place on the evening 

of April 9th.    The event, organized 

(with your assistance) by Jennifer 

Novak, will provide lots of laughs 

and opportunities to socialize.   

Next, on Sunday, April 17th, look 

forward to an innovative Oppenheim 

Institute event. On that day, we will 

celebrate the Jewish deli!   Food 

(Jewish deli -type, of course) friends, 

and film (Deli Man) will be on the 

agenda.  Both events will be open to 

the public.   

Finally, April 23rd is the date for 

our 2nd night of Passover Seder to 

be held at Temple Hesed.  If youõd 

like to be on the committee to help 

with any of these events, please con-

tact the Temple Hesed office.  (Yes, 

we need you!). 

We have much to look forward to, 

and much to be grateful for.  As we 

wait for Spring, we can count on 

Shabbat occurring every week.   

We can welcome the Sabbath at 

home or at Temple Hesed.  Also, 

Donõt forget to sign up for the Shab-

bat Sharing program, where you 

plan your own Shabbat event with 

another Temple Hesed mem-

ber/family.  Some of you have signed 

up, but we need more of you on 

board!    

While I was in Florida, I was fortu-

nate to meet with snowbird Temple 

members Len and Roberta Feinman.  

Prior to our Florida dinner gather-

ing, I had only enjoyed interacting 

with them at Temple events.    

How enriching to spend more time 

with them!  I got to know some of 

their interests, art and geology, and 

enjoyed conversations about the role 

of congregations (and their Rabbis) 

to stir us up and lead us forward 

regarding social justice issues.   

I encourage you to take advantage of 

the Shabbat Sharing initiative to get 

to know another Temple Hesed 

member or family a little better. 

Please call the Temple Hesed office 

to sign up. There is still time to be 

included!    

Best wishes for many experiences of 

warmth this February.  

Barbara Parker- Bell 

Saul Kaplan, 90, died Sunday, Jan. 24, 
at home in Scranton. His beloved wife, 
Bernardine, died in December 2012 
after 54 years of marriage.  

 
Born and raised in Olyphant, son of the 
late Isadore and Freda Smertz Kaplan, 
he was graduated from St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, now the University of 
Scranton, where he also taught at night, 

and earned two master's degrees. Saul also served his coun-
try in World War II in the Medical Corps. 

 
Saul took over the family meat business, which eventually 

became I. Kaplan Inc. Under his ownership, the company 
became one of the leading veal packing operations in the 
United States. Later, the Kaplans founded Montage Foods. In 
addition to his successful business ventures, Saul was an 
active member of the community and involved in many organi-
zations.  

 
He will be sadly missed by his children, David Kaplan, Clarks 
Summit; Beth Kaplan, Clarks Summit; and Sandi Kaplan Slap 
and her husband, David, Penn Valley; along with his grand-
children, Amanda, Ashley and Jordan Kaplan and Nikki and 
Danni Slap. A sister, Esther Plotner, New York, also survives 
him. 



 

 

 

Tu BõShevat Seder Sucessful 
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/ŀǎǘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ  ŦƻǊ tǳǊƛƳǎƘǇƛŜƭ 
The date has been 

chosen ð Saturday 

evening, March 26.  

The music genre is 

selected, and the 

greatest Motown, R & 

B and Latino hits ev-

er are being assem-

bled, from La Bamba 

to Heard it Through the 

Grapevine.  Most of all the 

theme is 

(literally) out 

of this world ð 

Star Wars!!   

The only ques-

tion is ð will 

you join our 

cast?  Are you 

longing to ex-

press your inner Jedi (or per-

haps Jew-di)?   

Is the Force strong with you?   

If you are interested in being 

a part of the shpiel (no talent 

required, and we have only 

one rehearsal), just let Rabbi 

Daniel know ð call the Tem-

ple office or write to him at 

rabbidaniel@comcast.net   

May the Swartz be with you!  

 

Thanks to all those who helped us put 

together our best Tu BõShevat Seder 

ever ñ especially Harris Cutler, who 

donated the bulk of the fabulous fruit 

we feasted on.   

Nearly 80 people came (about 65 of 

whom had RSVPõd) and sampled fruit 

from around the world, two soups ð 

one fruit -based and one a zucchini -

cashew concoction ð Manningõs Ice 

Cream and a half dozen other des-

serts, and cute monkeys, frogs, snakes 

and more from the Amazon (at least 

up on the screen).    

There was only one problem the entire 

night ð what can we do next year to 

top this one?  
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Rabbi Swartz has been a long -time participant in 

the Clergy Letter Project, which brings together 

clergy and scientists for civil, frank discussions 

about science and faith, particularly around the 

topic of evolution.  (see http://

www.theclergyletterproject.org/

rel_evolution_weekend_2016.html  for more de-

tails about the Clergy Letter Project)   

This year, Evolution Weekend falls on the same 

weekend as Valentineõs Day, so on Friday, Febru-

ary 12, during the regular 8 p.m. Shabbat ser-

vice, Rabbi Swartz will be discussing òScience 

and Faith:  Capulets and Montagues or Romeo 

and Juliet?ó Join in the conversation as we ex-

plore ways that we can be people of science and 

faith simultaneously.  

9Ǿƻƭǳǝƻƴ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ 

Have you ever won-

dered whatõs inside 

a mezuzah?  Ever 

wanted to make one? 

And what does it 

really mean?   

All these questions 

and many more will 

be answered in a 

fun, hands -on fash-

ion at two family -

oriented programs.  

The first, on Febru-

ary 20th, will be 

held at Temple 

Hesed at 9 a.m. and 

is appropriate for 

children of all ages, 

from preschool on 

up.   

Weõll have some 

hands-on craft pro-

jects for families, 

games for children, 

as well as time for 

adults to learn a bit 

more in depth about 

this fascinating tradition.   

The following Sunday, February 28th, at Temple Isra-

el, folks can gather starting at 9:30 for breakfast, with 

the program itself starting at 10:30 a.m.  

Rabbi Zerach Greenfield will be traveling to Scranton 

all the way from Israel to teach us the craft of the 

scribe ñ and everyone will get a chance not only to see 

the art of Hebrew calligraphy up close, but to calli-

graph their very own Hebrew letter on parchment.    

Please RSVP for this program, which is appropriate for 

Hebrew School age students on up through adults.   

Call the office at 570 -344-7201 to reserve your spot.  

Rabbi Zerach Greenfield at a similar program in New Jersey, teaching a bat 

mitzvah age student how to write in a Torah scroll.  

Learn to Write Like a Scribe From a Scribe  

http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/rel_evolution_weekend_2016.html
http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/rel_evolution_weekend_2016.html
http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/rel_evolution_weekend_2016.html
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Y 
iddish Saying Of the Month  

òIf you canõt do as you 

wish, do as you can.ó 

 

 

 

Mishpatim   Feb. 6, 2016  27.Shõvat.5776 

Tõrumah  Feb 13, 2016  4.Adar I.5776  

Tõtzaveh  Feb. 20, 2016  11.Adar I.5776  

Ki Tisa    Feb. 27, 2016  18.Adar I.5776  

 

Torah Portions  
Name   Civil Date   Hebrew Date  

More Torah resources at www.urj.org  

Yiddish Proverb from 

a book by Fred Kogos 

Rosh Hashanah ñ

Sept.14, 2015 

Yom Kippur ñ 

Sept.23, 2015 

Sukkotñ Sept.28-

Oct.4, 2015 

Simchat Torah ñ 

Oct.6, 2015 

Hanukkah ñ  

Dec.7-14, 2015 

Tu BõShvat ñ

Jan.25, 2016  

Purim ñMar.24  

Passoverñ  

Apr.23 -30, 2016 

 

Yom HaShoahñ 

May. 5  

Yom HaZikaron 

& Yom 

HaAtzmaut ñ

May. 11-12 

Lag BaOmer ñ 

May 26, 2016  

Shavuotñ June      

12 

Tisha BõAvñ

Aug.14 

Holidays 5776 

February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17  Board 

Mtg. 5-7 p.m. 

18 19 20  Mezuzah 

program 9am 

21  22 23 24 25 26 27 

28Scribe @ TI 

10:30 am 

29      

R

SERVICES  

8 p.m.   

SERVICES.  

6 pm 

SERVICES  

   8 p.m. 

SERVICES    

8 p.m.  



 

 

 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes  
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Week Ending February 6 (Service February 5)  

 

*Pamela Tigrett, Jacob Newman, Blanche Anspacher, *Aaron Cooper-

man, *Emma L. Sarlin, Fred Friedmann, *Stephen M. Simon, Rose 

Tevelin, *Maxwell M. Neumann, *Lena Weinberger, *Margaret 

Oettinger, *Leona Falk, *Tillie Ackerman, *Clara Lauer, *Harry M. 

Siegel, Mindy Gromer, *John Seagaard, *Bessie Alperin, *Freda Carl-

son, *Harry Schmerin, *Lewis Sugar, *Sara W. Wormser  

 

Week Ending February 13 (Service February 12)  

 

*Miriam Ruth Vogel, *Dotty B. Selverstone, *David Cornfield, 

Frances Maislin, *Sol Benjamin, *Seymour Gutter, *Hanna Rymland, 

*Jean Weinberg, *Levi H. Kramer, *Sarah Fassler, *Alfred Brown, 

*Simon Krotosky, *Lewis Marks, *Willard A. Phillips, Ralph Strohl, 

*Simon Ferber, *Leo B. Roos, *Joel Mitchell Alperin, *Nannette Roos, 

*Arthur Besen, *Janet B. Rubinger, Tillie Lebowitz  

 

Week Ending February 20 (Service February 19)  

 

*Alfred Rice, Sr., Sara Mendlowitz, Mildred Lambert, *Marcus 

Fragin, *Minnie Levy, Tillie Fogel, *Louis E. Maring, Sr., *David 

Ackerman, *Ike E. Oppenheim, *Nathan H. Strauss, *Miriam S. New-

man 

 

Week Ending February 27 (Service February 26)  

 

*Lillian Zepel, *Albert N. Kramer, *Dr. Henri Deutsch, *Oscar Le-

venthal, *Michael Cembalest, Max Slawitsky, *Carl Fragin, *Sallie 

Goodman, *Rosa J. Roos, *Rene Traub, *Anne C. Kramer  

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes  

Get Well Wishes 

Charlene Ostro  

Sheloshim  

Frimi  Gromer,  Scranton, 

died Monday, Jan. 25. Born 

in Scranton, she was the 

daughter of the late 

Charles and Sarah Harris 

Gromer. She was a gradu-

ate of Scranton Central 

High School, class of 1959. 

She was a member of Tem-

ple Hesed and was em-

ployed in the medical rec-

ords department at Mercy 

Hospital. Surviving are two 

sisters, Lee Gromer and 

Ruth Lebowitz, both of 

Scranton; nieces and neph-

ews. 

She was also preceded in 

death by sisters, Helen 

Ouslander, Dorothy (Toby) 

Lerner, Marlene and 

Mindy Gromer and Harriet 

Rosenberg; and brothers, 

Norman and Earl Gromer.  



 

 

WASHINGTON, 

D.C. and HIGH-

LAND PARK, NJ, 

January 20, 

2016 ð Continuing a long history of 

collaboration, the Religious Action Cen-

ter of Reform Judaism and GreenFaith 

have announced a major joint initiative 

to promote energy savings and green-

house gas emissions reductions, envi-

ronmental leadership training, advoca-

cy, and strengthened inter-

congregational learning among Reform 

congregations nationwide.  The collabo-

ration will engage more Reform congre-

gations than ever before in environmen-

tal work, and with greater environmental 

impact. 

 ñCommitment to the conservation and 

preservation of our planet is at the core 

of our Movementôs social justice work, 

rooted in the biblical imperative to ótill 

and tendô our earth,ò said Rabbi Jonah 

Dov Pesner, Director of the Reli-

gious Action Center of Reform 

Judaism. During the 18-month 

initiative, during which time the 

two groups are jointly supporting a part-

nership coordinator, GreenFaith and the 

Religious Action Center will engage 

Reform congregations by: 

¶ Enrolling and mentoring 30 Union 

for Reform Judaism congregations 

in GreenFaithôs Energy Shield pro-

gram, a program designed to help 

congregations and their members 

reduce energy use and green-

house gas emissions, save money, 

and protect the environment. 

¶ Develop two new environmental 

Learning Circles, active, virtual 

networks supporting congregations 

interested in exploring and devel-

oping environmental justice pro-

gramming. 

¶ Identify leaders ages 21-35 to par-

ticipate in GreenFaithôs upcoming 

multi-faith environmental conver-

gence for emerging religious lead-

ers. 

¶ Support the launch of Restoration 

Nation, a campaign designed to 

advocate for policies that will re-

duce U.S. greenhouse gas emis-

sions while also creating green 

jobs to lift unemployed and under-

employed persons out of poverty. 

¶ Engage Reform Movement leaders 

in GreenFaith Circles, newly-

introduced local religious-

environmental organizing hubs, 

which will empower spiritual lead-

ers to create change in their con-

gregations and communities and 

be part of an international, multi-

faith Circle network. 
- See more at: 

http://www.rac.org/print/node/178221#sth

ash.vGCHpdIi.dpuf  

GreenFaith and Reform Judaism Joint Initiative  

Announced   
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WASHINGTON, D.C., January 5, 

2016 ð In response to the execu-

tive order announced today by 

President Obama to address gun 

violence, Rabbi Jonah Dov Pes-

ner, Director of the Religious Ac-

tion Center of Reform Judaism, 

issued the following statement:  

We applaud President Obamaõs executive 

order to address the scourge of gun vio-

lence in the United States. Undoubtedly, 

bipartisan legislative action that encom-

passes the many aspects of gun violence 

would be a preferable means of addressing 

the gun violence epidemic that affects 

Americans of all political ideologies, races, 

genders and economic classes. Yet, the 

ongoing obstinance among members of 

Congress make the steps announced today 

by President Obama necessary ð even as 

we know more must be done to meet the 

scope of the crisis.  

Under the order announced today, which 

seeks to clarify existing understanding of 

what it means to be engaged in the busi-

ness of dealing in firearms, more individu-

als will have to obtain a federal firearms 

license, narrowing the scope of dangerous 

loopholes in our gun purchasing system 

and strengthening the process of back-

ground checks on gun sales. The order also 

acknowledges the federal governmentõs 

power as a purchaser of firearms and calls 

for a strategy for research and develop-

ment into broader use of smart gun tech-

nology, which will ultimately help keep our 

communities safer. These are important 

steps toward preventing further devastat-

ing tragedies of gun violence that have 

become all too familiar.  

The Reform Movement, including our 

youth movement, the North American Fed-

eration of Temple Youth (NFTY), has made 

gun violence prevention a priority, calling 

on Congress and the President to address 

this key issue. In a letter sent in Decem-

ber, URJ President Rabbi Rick Jacobs and 

NFTY President Jeremy Cronig specifically 

called on President Obama to use the pow-

er of his office to address this issue. We are 

(Continued on page 10) 

Executive Order on Gun Safety Hailed 



 

 

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED: 

Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scrantonõs first and oldest Jewish 

congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874. 

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding 

areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the 

current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in 

Dunmore. 

The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m. 

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The 

rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could 

not be made. 

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monday-

Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more 

information, call the office. 

1 Knox Road 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Email for Temple: 

    TempleHesed@comcast .net 

TEMPLE HESED  

òSCRANTONõS FIRST SYNAGOGUEó 
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�\�R�X�Q�J�����0�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���D�V���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H-�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\��
�F�H�U�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���E�D�F�N�\�D�U�G���D�V���D���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�����6�H�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�:�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���&�H�U�W�L�I�L�H�G���:�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���+�D�E�L�W�D�W�Œ���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� 

�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���Q�Z�I���R�U�J���J�D�U�G�H�Q�I�R�U�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�� 
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pleased that today the President has done just 

that.  

As the RACõs Director, I am proud to stand 

with my colleague, Jeremy Cronig, NFTY 

President, who in response to the executive 

order said, òAs Reform Jews, as teens, and as 

Americans, we are serious about our commit-

ment to respecting the spark of the Divine 

present in every person who is entitled to life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Todayõs 

announcement addressing an important as-

pect of preventing further gun violence makes 

these ideals more achievable.ó 

Jewish tradition teaches, òhe who saves one 

life, it is as though he has saved the universeó 

(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5). This executive order 

has the potential to save countless lives and 

help repair some of what is broken in our 

world for the future.  

We commend President Obama for his leader-

ship on this issue, even as we know there is 

much work that still needs to be done in order 

to curb gun violence in the United States. We 

call upon Congress to work with President 

Obama to keep our country safe by enacting 

long-overdue legislation that will curb the 

threat of gun violence.  
- See more at: 

http://www.rac.org/print/node/177476#sthash.pVmHA0fY.dpuf  

(Continued from page 9) 

Gun Safety contd.  


