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RAC Leader to Speak Here
Prophetic Power and Politics is Rabbi’s Topic

Rabbi Jonah
Dov Pesner,
director of the
Religious Ac-
tion Center of
Reform Juda-
ism, will be the
keynote speak-
er at the 14th
annual Oppen-

Rabbi Pesner

social justice and

in Washington,
D.C. As the DC

for Reform Juda-

es the Reform
Jewish communi-

heim Institute Social
Action Sabbath on Oct.
16 at 7:30 p.m. at Tem-
ple Hesed. He will speak
about "Prophetic Power
and Politics: How People
of Faith can Bring Heal-
ing and Justice to the
World."

The Religious Action
Center of Reform Juda-
ism (or "the RAC") has
been the hub of Jewish

ty on legislative
and social concerns, advo-
cating on more than 70
different issues, including
economic justice, civil
rights, religious liberty,
Israel and more. As a 501
(c¢)3 non-profit organiza-
tion, the RAC's advocacy
work is completely non-
partisan and pursues pub-
lic policies that reflect the

Jewish values of social jus-

tice that form the core of

legislative activity

office of the Union

ism, the RAC edu-
cates and mobiliz-

Tishrei —Cheshvan 5776 / October 2015

our mandate.

Rabbi Pesner, 46, also cur-
rently serves as Senior
Vice President of the Union
for Reform Judaism, a posi-
tion to which he was elect-
ed to in 2011. Named one
of the most influential rab-
bis in America by
Newsweek magazine, he
has been an inspirational
leader, creative entrepre-
neur, and tireless advocate
for social justice. He has
been a principal architect
in transforming the URJ
and guiding the Reform
Movement to become even
more impactful as the larg-
est Jewish denomination in
the world. Among other
initiatives, he is a founder

(Continued on page 14)

Purse BINGO — Win Designer Handbags

In most Bingo games
BINGO gets you the
purse. In our game, each
Bingo wins a purse.

You can win a brand new
designer purse at Purse
Bingo, an innovative
twist on ordinary bingo
and a way to spruce up
your wardrobe with every
winning card.

The rules are simple.
Play ordinary bingo over
the course of the after-

noon. Those with a win-
ning card will win a
brand new designer
purse associated with
every card. Designer bags
will include Coach, Vera

Bradley, Dooney &
Bourke, Michael Kors and
many other brand names
seen in the finest stores.
Purses retail from $50-
$600. Tickets will be sold
for $20 which includes 20
Bingo games. Play as
many times over the
course of the afternoon as
you would like by pur-
chasing additional cards
to increase your chances
of bringing home a beau-
tiful brand-new purse.
(Continued on page 5)
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Donations

ROSEANN SMITH ALPERIN

MESSENGER

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY

ENDOWMENT FUND

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of
Roseann Smith Alperin

Jim and Patty Alperin

BUILDING FUND

Wishing Roberta Feinman a
Happy Birthday and many
more

Audrey Harrell

In Honor of the Birth of Sha-
ron and Saul Levy’s Grand-
son

Sandy Cooperman

In Honor of the Birth of Nan-
cy and Chris Dressel’s
Grandson

Sandy Cooperman

In Memory of Mary Beth
Adelman’s Father

Audrey Harrell

Wishing Roberta Feinman a
Speedy Recovery

Audrey Harrell

FUND

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of
Sylvia Gordon

Lainey and Len Denis

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

Get Well Wishes to Esther
Friedmann

Audrey Harrell

In Memory of the Father of
Joyce Douglass

Ellen and Steve Seitchik

In Memory of Gerald
Minkoff

Sandy Cooperman

Jack, Debi, Mara and Nicole
Friedman

In Memory of Gilbert Wein-
berger

Fran and Janie Alperin

In Memory of Connie Stern

Fran Alperin and daughters
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In Honor of the Yahrzeit of
Paula Yudkin Albert

Joan Davis and Family

TORAH RESTORATION
FUND

Speedy Recovery Wishes to
Michael Krakow

Audrey Harrell

Jimmie Ellenbogen

MILTON AND MIRIAM
FRIEDMAN SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

In Honor of the Yahrzeit of
Milton Friedman

Paula and Jim Kane

Temple Hesed
accepts these

credit/debit cards for
most payments or
donations
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Rabbinical Reflections — Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

What Inspires You - and How Can We Inspire You

More?

On Yom Kippur morning, we had
a chance to study, discuss, and
think together. People got to-
gether in pairs and small groups
to look at a series of pictures and
quotes and then reflect on which
ones they found inspirational.

I'm hoping that this is just the
beginning of the conversation.
One of my goals for this year,
57176, is to hear from you what
you find inspirational — and then
make sure that, in one way or an-
other, Temple Hesed can help in-
spire you.

Arabs and Jews

I found it interesting that, out of
eight photos and eight quotes, the
one item that almost everyone
found inspirational was the pic-
ture of the Arab and Jewish boys
with their arms around each oth-
er. This reminds me of the power
of hope even in cynical, distress-
ing times. And it should remind
all of us that while the primary
purpose of our Tikkun Olam pro-
grams — our social justice initia-
tives designed to help with every-
thing from hunger to poverty to

rehabilitation to care for our envi-

ronment — is to do Tikkun Olam,
the healing of the world, that
they also have the secondary ben-
efit of inspiring us.

It feels good to do the right thing
and to know that you are making
a difference in people’s lives and
in the well-being of our planet.
What can we do to provide more

opportunities for the Temple
Hesed family to come together
and directly participate in help-
ing others? I'd love to hear your
thoughts on that.

Thrilling Participation

I was also thrilled by the partici-
pation in our Yom Kippur after-
noon text study. The Scranton
Times-Tribune reporter who came
— and wrote a lovely article about
it — said that he teared up several
times during the discussion.

Many people also came up to me
to say that they were inspired by
the mere fact that we discussed
together during the morning ser-
vice — that they met new people,
shared ideas, felt like they were
active participants and not a pas-
sive audience. Some of my deep-
est spiritual experiences have
been in groups studying and dis-
cussing together — and we should
be doing this more often. What
would you like to study together?

What Inspires You?

Many people find music inspira-
tional — but what inspires one
person may turn another off. We
try to have a variety of music dur-
ing both our Shabbat and our
High Holy Day services, to keep
older favorites while introducing
new pieces and new genres of mu-
sic, such as the chants we did to-
gether this year. What music did
you like — and what would you
like to see replaced?
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Would you be interested in being
on a “listening panel,” giving a
thumbs up or thumbs down to
pieces I'm thinking of introducing
to the whole congregation?

Your Thing Is?

“Services just aren’t my thing” is
a refrain I hear at least a dozen
times each year. That’s OK —
sometimes I'm not especially in a
“service mood” myself. But if
they aren’t your thing, what
might change that for you? Or
what is missing that you could
dive into that’s different from ser-
vices?

Questions and Answers

I've posed a lot of questions — now
it’s your turn to answer! I'm hap-
py to talk about answers or have
you email them directly to me at
rabbidaniel@comcast.net

If you’d prefer to give your an-
swer anonymously, instead email
them to Marlene at mar-
lenecmgl@comcast.net and ask
her to pass the answer on to me
without a name attached to it.

Perhaps by the time 5777 rolls
around, we’ll all have reached
new levels of inspiration!

RabbL Daniel Swarty
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President+By BapbaBeal IPar ker

Shar e

Dear Temple Members

It has been a busy month of
September! With the High
Holidays arriving early this
year I have experienced a
quick immersion into my
duties as Temple President.
I have been fortunate to ex-
perience the richness of
Shabbat services with a
small group of congregants,
thoughtful study times dur-
ing Selichot services, the
pleasure of delivering Hesed,
Hallah and Honey packages
and plants to recipients of
well wishes from Temple
members, as well as the
company of many at Rosh
Hashanah services and Yom
Kippur services.

What a pleasure to see so
many of you!

Thank you to Esther
Adelman, our Worship Com-
mittee Chair, who works so
hard to arrange the honors
so that services flow seam-
lessly. Thank you also to
Rabbi Swartz for the
thoughtful creative ways
that he encouraged us to
reflect, atone, forgive, and
consider how we might
achieve our wishes for self
and world improvement.

Thank you to Ed Snitko for
his enthusiastic musical ac-
companiment. And thank
you to all of you who volun-
teered to participate in ser-
vices, either on the bimah or
in the sanctuary.

There are still more holidays

Shabbat

Thi

to come, and many great
events ahead in October.

Among the upcoming events
are celebrations for Sukkot
on October 2nd, the Oppen-
heim Institute service on
Friday evening, October
16th, and Purse Bingo on
Sunday afternoon, October
18th.

Please see the more detailed
information about these
events here in the Messen-
ger, and once you've re-
viewed the information
please make a commitment
to attend, volunteer to bake,
or support event coordina-
tors by volunteering to help
with arrangements. These
events provide great oppor-
tunities for joyful connec-
tions and thoughtful discus-
sion.

As some of you may have
heard on Yom Kippur morn-
ing, there is one special pro-
ject I have for all of you for
this coming year. Very

simply it is sharing Shabbat.

As I have reflected on what
my role as Temple Hesed
president may be, I deter-
mined that at least one of
them would be to encourage
Temple members to get to

know each other, or to rekin-

dle relationships within the
Temple so that we are a
stronger community.

In that regard, I am asking
each Temple family to share
ONE Shabbat with another
Temple family that you may
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not know as well ONE time
during this Jewish calendar
year.

Soon you will be receiving a
packet via e-mail or mail
with a name of a Temple
family and some suggestions
for Shabbat activities. You
will get to choose from many
great ideas or create your
own as how we celebrate
Shabbat is as diverse as we
are as individuals. Once you
have shared your Shabbat, I
will be eager to hear of your
experiences.

I will begin making my
phone calls to everyone very
soon and look forward to
speaking to everyone soon.

Sincerely,

Barbara Parkgell
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(Continued from page 1)

The odds of winning get better and
better the more you play.

The fundraiser is sponsored by Tem-
ple Hesed in Scranton and will be
held at 1 pm (doors open at 12:30) on
Sunday, October 18 at the Temple on
1 Knox Road in Scranton, near Lake
Scranton. Tickets will be available at

MESSENGER

the door.

Refreshments and home-baked des-
serts from the renowned bakers of
Temple Hesed will be available for
purchase.

For further information, call Temple
Hesed at 570 344-7201.

The Purse Bingo Committee is look-
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ing for volunteers to help work the
event as well as bake items which
will be for sale at the event. And,
they are seeking monetary dona-
tions to help offset the cost of the
purses.

Contact Marlene at the Temple of-
fice for additional information.

WIN DESIGNER HANDBAGS

Oct. 18 at 1 p.m.
At Temple Hesed

Stay tuned for Food Drive and Inside/Out Dad Program

results

As this edition of the Messen-
ger 1s going to press, we are
still tallying-up the results of

our annual food drive, along

with our goal of jump-starting
the Inside/Out Dad program for
parents in Lackawanna Prison.

Although the official drives are
over, if you want to add your
contribution to the others, they

can still be accepted.

Write out a check to Temple

Hesed and designate which pro-
gram you intend it for on the
memo line of the check.
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Five Torah Scrolls To Be Unrolled This Year

Temple Hesed is fortu-
nate enough to own five
Torah scrolls.

We've sometimes un-
rolled one all the way,
and we’ve danced with
them all, but this year
we're trying something
never before attempted
at our synagogue: All
five scrolls will be
opened, each one to a
different book of the To-
rah, as we celebrate
Simchat Torah
(rejoicing in Torah) on

Burger s,

This year, the first night of Sukkot

b

October 9 at 8 p.m.

Check out the different
scripts, scrolls, parch-
ment and construction
of each of our Torahs,
including some of the
mystical marks found
on two of them.

There 1s no cost and no
reservations needed.

was a Supermoon Lunar Eclipse — but amount!

on our Sukkot Celebration this year,
Friday October 2nd, we're going to top

even that.

Come join us at 6 p.m. for a BBQ, with
our chefs grilling up burgers and hot
dogs (regular and veggie), along with
lots of tasty sides, all for $10/adult,
$5/child and a maximum of $20/fami-

ly.

Bat Mi t zv 3

Alicia Goldenziel

Alicia Goldenziel will become Bat
Mitzvah at 10 a.m. Oct. 3.

Alicia is in the seventh grade at
North Pocono Middle School. She
is a straight A student and

is Student Council District IX
Treasurer. She plays basketball
for her school team as well as a
travel league. In addition she
plays travel soccer. She also loves
to ski.

L ul

570-344-7201, so we grill up the right

a\Vv ,

F

At 7 p.m., the celebration continues
with our Family Sukkot Service, fea-

turing such fun music as the “Lulav

Shake,” led by our musical director,
Ed Snitko, on his accordion.

Then, enjoy a variety of desserts in the
Sukkah while we put on a fabulous
Fireworks show right above your

heads! It’s time to rejoice — see you
RSVP to templehesed@comcast.net or there!
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Yearly School Events Planned

Temple Hesed/Israel Hebrew School Calendar
Thursdays from 4 p.m. till 6 p.m.
At Temple Hesed
October

1 —Blessings in Sukkah, Tikkun Olam: You and I can change
the world

8 —In the beginning: Nature in Genesis

15 — Thanking God for nature: B’rachot

22 —The Commons and the common good

29 —Food part I: Kashrut and Eco Kashrut

November

5 —Food part II: Birkat Hamazon and sustainability
12 —Food part III: Vegetarianism

19 —Energy Part I: Climate change

26 —No Class

December

3 —Energy Part II: What can I do

10 —Lesson on Hanukkah

17 —Preventing Harm: the Parapet principle
24 —No Class

31 No Class

At Temple Israel
January

7 —Bal Tashchit: Do Not Destroy
14 —Trees

21 —Celebrating Tu B’shvat

28 —Water part I: Israel

February

4 —Water part II: The Lackawanna (guest speaker)

11 —Water part I1I: What can we do

18 —Tzar Ba’alei Chayim — how we treat animals Part I
25 —Tzar Ba’alei Chayim Part IT (guest speaker)

March

3 —Biodiversity and the Rain Forest part I

10 —Biodiversity Part II (guest speaker)

17 —What do we owe the future? How much is too much?
24 —Purim (note: there may not be class)

31 —Technology: Good? Bad? Or it’s Complicated?

April

7 —Israel and the Environment part I: Seven Species
14 —Israel and the Environment part II: Hula valley
21 —Lesson on Passover

28 —No Class

May

5 —Lesson on Yom HaShoah,

12 —Lesson on Yom HaAtzmaut,

19 —B’rit L’'Dorot: The Rainbow Covenant
26 —Closing Day

Temple Hesed Shabbat and Sunday School

October 2 — 6 pm Sukkot Picnic, 7 p.m. service, fireworks
October 10 —Jewish Cooking Part I: Soups Beyond Chicken
October 17

October 25 — Trip to NYC w/Temple Israel

November 7
November 14 — Family Service
November 21

December 5 — Maccabiah Games and Program
December 13 —Hanukah Dinner/Party with Temple Israel
December 19

January 8 Family— Friday Night Service 6pm
January 23
January 30 — Family Education Day — Mezuzah Day

February 7 —Scribal Arts w/Temple Israel
February 20 — Family Service
February 27

March 6 —Jewish Nature Hike w/Temple Israel

March 12— Jewish Cooking Part II: Desserts!

March 19 —Purim Celebration! Carnival, Dinner and Shpiel
starting at 5 p.m.

April 2

April 9 — Family Service

April 17 —Genizah Project w/Temple Israel
April 23 —Temple Seder 6 p.m. (optional)
April 30

May 6 —Closing Friday Night service and dinner
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October 2015

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Sukkot 2 BarrBQ 6p.m. 3 Alicia Golden-
continues Service & fire- ziel Bat Mitzvah
works 7 pm 10 am
4 Sukkotends 5 6 Simchat Torah 7 8 9 SERVICES 10
8 p.m. Torah
celebration
11 12 13 14 15 16 Oppenheim 17
SERVICES
7:30 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 GERVICES 24
8 p.m.
25 26 27 28 29 30 SERVICES 31
8 p.m.

H Ol |d ays 5 7 7 6 Yiddish Saying Of the Month

Rosh Hashanah—
Sept.14, 2015

Yom HaShoah— “When does God re-
gom Kippur —  May. 5 joice? When a poor
.23, 201 .
T, AU Viarin, ISl e man finds treasure
. Yiddish P £
Sukkot— Sept.28- & Yom and returns it.” agjolj y ?:eeol{';{gog
Oct.4, 2015 HaAtzmaut — Y g
May. 11-12
Simchat Torah — Y .
Oct.6, 2015 a7 1O — Torah Portions
Jot Lhah May 26, 2016 Name Civil Date Hebrew Date
anu an —
Dec.7-14, 2015 Shavuot— June |y oepit Oct. 10, 2015 97 Tishrei.5776
, 12
Tu B'Shvat — Noach Oct 17, 2015 4.Cheshvan.5776
Jan.25, 2016 Tisha B’Av—
Aug.14 Lech-Lecha Oct. 24, 2015 11.Cheshvan.5776
Purim—Mar.24 Vayera Oct. 31, 2015 18.Cheshvan.5776
Selichot —Sept.24 Y T ' '
Passover— ‘ A
Apr.23-30, 2016 (o e e


https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/bereshit
https://www.hebcal.com/sedrot/noach

VOLUME 157, ISSUE 2 MESSENGER PAGE 9

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes

Week Ending October 3 (Service October 2)

*Ludwig Berger, *Edward Miller, *Harry Ferber, *Seymour E. Stahller,
*Dorothy Mendel Jacobs, *Samuel H. Frank, Karl Strohl, *Harry Jacobs, Isi-
dore Lerner, *Hattie L. Marks, *James Swartz

124

Get Well Wishe

Jim Ellenbogen

S

Week Ending October 10 (Service October 9)

Bob Ballot
*Minnie Rosen, *Anna Benjamin, *William Spelman, *Bernhardt Lehman,

ki *Nathan Cohen, *James H. Carlyon, *Benjamin Endfield, *Mark Hahn,
Elaine Levy, *Emma Ackerman, *Myer Davidow, *Simon B. Elsberg,
*Miriam E. Friedman, *Sheldon Pell, *Harry Needle, *Kalman Livingston

Week Ending October 17 (Service October 16)

Bat Mitzvah

Alicia Goldenziel, *Celia L. Goldsmith, *Clothilda Landau, Robert Evanina, *Charlotte Berger,
October 3, 2015 *Evelyn Ackerman, *Morris Gutman, Jerome Ganz, *Katie Lauer Rose, *Dr.
Alexander Bernstein, *Ida S. Weilheimer, *Edith Wormser, *Irving Vidro,
*Mary Broderick, *Rose Gold, *Carrie W. Goodman, *Margaret Lange Da-
vidow, Herman Olick, *Bruce Gilbert

Week Ending October 24 (Service October 23)

*Samuel H. Lunitz, *Rose Kroll, *Irene Goodman, *Jerome M. Friedman,
*QOscar Kleeman, *Esther Gutter, Arnold Cooperman, *Manny Gelb, *Atty.
Joseph Needle, *Samuel Ginsburg, *Scott Jay Tepper, *Lois Wilensky

Week Ending October 31 (Service October 30)

Riva Klein, Hilda Goldenziel, *Sonnie Sieber, *Sadie Dinner, *Ray D. Gold-
stein, *Caroline Roos Jacobs, Bonnie Pashkow, *Richard S. Graham, *Daniel
Jacobs, Maxine Ostro, Robert Siragusa, *Jeanne Weiss Antenson, *Isadore
Goodman, *Irving Adelman, *Ethyl Gelfand



From the Sisterhood:

Dear Friends,

On behalf of our Sisterhood, thank you for your continued support of Hesed, Hallah and Honey- Our
bags and mums were distributed throughout the Abingtons, Geranton and to the Poconos. This project
seems toO “ick off” the holiday season-

Many thanks to the following people who supported us this year with their generosity:

Harry & MaryBeth Adelman Lynne & Jerry Fragin

Sharon & gaul Levy Jim & Patty Alperin
Cheryl & Michael Friedman Dale & Ken Miller
Myer Alperin Esther Friedmann
Larry & Charlotte Milliken Rebecca Birnkrant
Arlene & Norm Gevanthor Ann Moskovitz

John & Donna Appleton Judith & Larry Golden
Barb & Lou Nivert Barbara Parker-Bell
Audrey Harrell Bob & Dale Hersh

Pat Cembalest Sandy Cooperman
Ross & Jennifer Novak Paula Wasser

Andrew Weinberger Jane Oppenheim
Janice & Harris Cutler Claire Jacobson

Robert Rosenbers Joan & Mark Davis
Robin & J off Jacobson Jamy Rosenstein

Len & Lainey Denis Paula & Jim Kane

Jay Rosensteln Marilyn Deutsch

gaul Kaplan Howard & DeeDee Rothenberg
David & Gail Dickstein Michael Krakow/Fran Olick
Tlise & David Rubinow Chris & Nancy Dressel
Lindsay Leventhal Steve & Ellen Seitchik
Jimmie Ellenbogen Jeff & Carol Leventhal
Joel & Susan Shapiro Carole & Richard Fine
Rick Levy Emily Trunzo

Thanks to Jay Rosenstein for donating the apples, Corky’s for their assistance Marlene for her never -
ending ckills and to Rich Mates for his publicity expertise.

My deep appreciation to the following congregants who gave their time and efforts to pack the bags
and/or deliver both the bags and mums.

Packers: Carole Fine Paula Kane
Lynne TFragin Nancy Dressel
Ellen Seitchik Abby Smith
Sandy Cooperman Carol & J eff Leventhal
Drivers: Lynne & Jerry Fragin Steve & Ellen Seitchik
Sharon Levy Mark Davis
Gayle & Mike Greenstein Michael Krakow
Esther Friedmann Barbara Parker—Bell & Rich Daniels
Gail & David Dickstein Carole Fine
Carol & J eff Leventhal

Thank you again for your support‘.‘.‘.‘.

Tn Hesed, carol Leventha\

\
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A Letter to the Congregation:

Our Speaker wij be Rabpj Jonah Pnsmr, newly selecteqd Directgr of the Union for
Reform Judaism'g Religioys Action Center, Headquartereg in Washingtm, L., The
RAC serveg as the voice of Conscience for g of us whp believe jn social justice

¥ s '
entrepreneyr and firglggs advocate fo, S0cial justice He hag been g principa) architect jn
tranafnnning the URJ ang Quiding the Reform i €COMe even mare impactfy)
d

an nppnrumity o meet ang chat with Rabbi Pesner gt the recention
immediately fullnwing histalk. pg Please lgt ;g know of Your attendanee Plans, so we wil]
have a heaq count to prepare €nough goodies)

Call Temple Hesed gt (570) 344-7201 of email- templehesed@comcast.netrm We look
forward 1y heaﬁng from yay and hope thg You will ha joining yg for thig Provocative

Sinmerely,
@gms fg:fﬁen«f&:w
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Revise RFRA Blanket Provisions, Obama Urged

Union for Reform Judaism signed a letter to President
Barack Obama, which read in part:

The 130 undersigned religious, education, civil rights, la-
bor, LGBT, women’s, and health organizations write to
request that you direct the Attorney General to instruct
the Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) to review and reconsid-
er its flawed June 29, 2007 Memorandum titled, Re: Ap-
plication of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act to the
Award of a Grant Pursuant to the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act (OLC Memo).

The OLC Memo reaches the erroneous and dangerous con-

clusion that the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of
1993 (RFRA) provides a blanket override of a statutory
non-discrimination provision. If left in place, the OLC

Memo will tarnish the legacy of your work to advance fair-
ness and equal treatment under the law for all Americans.

Some of us were members of the Coalition for the Free
Exercise of Religion, which led the effort to persuade Con-
gress to enact legislation after the United States Supreme
Court sharply curtailed Free Exercise Clause protections

in Employment Division v. Smith, 494 U.S. 872 (1990).
This effort culminated in 1993, when then-President Wil-
liam J. Clinton signed RFRA into law. RFRA was intend-
ed to provide protection for free exercise rights, applying
strict scrutiny, on a case-by-case basis, to federal laws
that substantially burden religious exercise.

RFRA was not intended to create blanket exemptions to
laws that protect against discrimination. Yet, in contrast
to this, the OLC Memo relies on flawed legal analysis and
wrongly asserts that RFRA is “reasonably construed to
require” a federal agency to categorically exempt a reli-
giously affiliated organization from a grant program’s ex-
plicit statutory non- discrimination provision, thus per-
mitting the grantee to discriminate in hiring with taxpay-
er funds without regard to the government’s compelling
interest in prohibiting such discrimination. The OLC
Memo’s broad and erroneous interpretation of RFRA has
far-reaching consequences.

RAC: Refugee Aid Not Enough

Washington, D.C., September 21,
2015 - In response to Secretary of
State John Kerry’s announcement
that the U.S. would increase the
number of refugees admitted to
85,000 in 2016 and 100,000 in 2017,
Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Director of
the Religious Action Center of Re-
form Judaism, issued the following
statement:

We welcome Secretary Kerry’s an-
nouncement that the U.S. will in-
crease the number of refugees in the
coming two years, even as we recog-
nize that the new admission num-
bers remain insufficient considering
the scope of the crisis at hand. Dur-
ing these Days of Awe, we are acute-
ly aware that our actions are being
judged by God. Yet we are also being
judged by the millions of refugees
seeking a haven, by our fellow na-
tions, and by history.

The world is facing the greatest ref-

ugee crisis since World War IT when
it was in many cases our own grand-
parents and great grandparents who

were searching for nations to wel-
come them in their time of need.
Though the circumstances then and
now differ in many ways, the strug-
gle to survive and provide a better
life for one’s children is universal
and it is incumbent upon each of us
to do our part to address it.

The nations of Europe and the inter-
national community broadly must
respond with greater speed, compas-
sion and efficacy to this crisis, and
so must we. We call on Congress to
work with President Obama to fully
implement the increased number of
refugees to be admitted over the
next two years — even as we urge the
President and Congress to welcome
even more refugees into our nation
and fulfill its tradition as a beacon
of hope and refuge to those in need.

# - See more at:
http://www.rac.org/reform-
movement-urges-even-greater-us-
response-global-refugee-
crisis#tsthash.crVWEgUS.dpuf
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Vener, Ted Birnkrant,

and visionary leader of the Campaign for

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:
Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scranton’s first and oldest Jewish
congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874.
The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding
areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the
current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in
Dunmore.
The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m.
Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The
rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from || a.m. to | p.m. and Friday from | p.m. to 3
p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could
not be made.
The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monday-
Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more
information, call the office.
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Rabbi Pesner's signature accomplish-
ment has been to encourage Jewish com-
munities in interfaith efforts to reach
across lines of race, class and faith in
campaigns for social justice. In 2006, he
founded Just Congregations, which im-
pacts more than 260 communities in 32
states and engages countless clergy, pro-
fessional and volunteer leaders in inter-
faith efforts for the common good.

TS T SO TSTO

Ordained at Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in 1997, Rab-
bi Pesner was a congregational rabbi in
Boston and in Westport, Conn.. Rabbi
Pesner is married to Dana S. Gershon, an
attorney in Boston. They have four
daughters:.
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Jane Oppenheim, a life director of Tem-
ple Hesed, and her family, established
the Oppenheim Institute.
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