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couldn’t go ahead with the 

plan.” 

Officials of Temple Israel 

told Miller at a recent 

meeting that the main 

sticking point was the syn-

agogue’s sanctuary on East 

Gibson Street. Temple Is-

rael officials were not sure 

if a buyer could be found 

for the landmark structure. 

In order to make the join-

ture work, both synagogues 

would need to sell their 

current buildings. The 

whole idea behind the pro-

ject was to free the congre-

gations of expensive-to-

maintain buildings that 

are too large for the con-

gregations. 

Temple Hesed will now 

seek out non-profit groups 

willing to rent space in our 

building. There is a consid-

erable amount of space in 

the building that is used 

only a couple of days a 

week. Miller has spoken 

with some interested par-

ties. 

A committee, headed by Eric 

Weinberg, is working on long-

range plans for the Temple. 

The end of a truly beautiful 
summer is approaching.  
For Jews, as we prepare 
our children to go back to 
school, we will also have 
another kind of prepara-
tion---for the High Holy 
Days.  This is not a physi-
cal preparation (although 
there are dinners, family 
visits, and other such ar-
rangements to be made), 
but a spiritual one.  We 
ponder the year that was, 
make amends for our be-
havior, and finally look for-
ward to the year that will 
be.   

The Holy Days always fall 
at the same time on the 

      Rosh Hashanah Even-
ing:  Wednesday, Septem-
ber 24 at 8:00 PM 

           Installation of Offic-
ers and Board 

      Rosh Hashanah Morn-
ing:  Thursday, September 
25 at 10:00 AM 

          Tashlich:  5:00 PM 
at South Abington Park 

      Shabbat Shuvah:  Fri-
day, September 26 at 8:00 
PM 

      Cemetery Memorial 
Service:  Sunday, Septem-
ber 28 ð 

(Continued on page 6) 

High Holy Days Schedule Set 

 

Jewish calendar, but on 
the secular calendar, they 
do occur 20 days later 
than they did last year, 
albeit on the same days of 
the week. 

Listen for more singing 
from our lay choir, dueling 
shofars, and an alternate 
Torah reading on Rosh 
Hashanah.  (Weôre sparing 
Isaacôs trauma this year.) 

Here is the Holy Day 
schedule at Temple 
Hesed: 

     Selichot:  Saturday, 
September 20 -- study at 
8:30 PM, service at 9:00 
PM 

Kaput!! 

That sums up the fate of 

elaborate plans from the 

JCC to create a Jewish 

Campus at their Jeffer-

son Avenue location.  

A highlight of the plan 

was to be the construc-

tion of a $2 million sanc-

tuary to be jointly used 

by Temple Hesed and 

Temple Israel. 

“The plan is dead,” said 

Kenneth Miller, Temple 

Hesed president. ‘In the 

end, one of the parties 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

FUND 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Abe Adelman, Be-

loved Father 

Deborah and John Orgill 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Beloved Brother, 

Samuel Lerner 

Janet Slawitsky 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit 

of Beloved Brother, Ber-

nard Lerner 

Janet Slawitsky 

] Wishing Rabbi Daniel 

and Rabbi Marjorie a 

Happy 2nd Wedding An-

niversary 

Sandy Cooperman 

] In Memory of Howard 

Jacobson 

Carol and Paul Leiman 

Barbara and Gene Golden-

ziel 

Nancy and Michael Kaplan 

Harriet and Miv Brotter 

Marilyn Deutsch 

Paula Wasser 

Jim and Pat Sundheim 

] In Honor of the Birth of 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Ni-

vert’s Granddaughter 

Carol and Paul Leiman 

] In Memory of Dale Mil-

ler’s Beloved Brother-in

-law  

Marilyn Deutsch 

 

(continued on page 14) 
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ROSEANN SMITH ALPERIN 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Roseann Smith Alperin 

Jim and Patty Alperin 

] In Loving Memory of Mor-

ris Richman, Grandfather  

Joel, Ginger, Sarah and Tori 

Richman 

] In Loving Memory of Rabbi 

Milton Richman  

Joel, Ginger, Sarah and Tori 

Richman 

] In Memory of Howard Ja-

cobson  

Toni Alperin Goldberg 

BUILDING FUND 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Rose and Irving Levy, Be-

loved Parents 

Sharon and Saul Levy 

] Thank you to the Oppen-

heim Institute for an abso-

lutely grand evening 

Audrey Harrell 

] Thank you and good wish-

es to Amy and Barry on 

their new adventure 

Audrey Harrell 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Janet Rothenberg  

Howard and Elizabeth 

Rothenberg and Family 

] In Memory of Howard Ja-

cobson  

Bob Ballot and Cassie Devine  

Gloria Jurkowitz  

Eleanor Jones and Mack 

Saunders 

Doris Sanner 

Nancy Jackman 

Cookie and Joel Goldman 

George and Eleanor Ginader 

Annette and Alfred Rice, Jr. 

Hinerfeld Commercial Real Estate 

Sharon and Saul Levy 

Steven and Myrna Pressman 

Sandy Cooperman 

Jay Okun and Joseph Ciocci 

] In Honor of Yahrzeit of 

Rose Hersh 

Robert Hersh 

] In Memory of Shirley 

Alperin 

Sharon and Saul Levy 

Robert Ballot 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Stanley Dickstein 

David, Gail, Eric and Marc 

Dickstein 

] In Honor of Rabbi Daniel 

and Rabbi Marjorie’s 2nd 

Wedding Anniversary 

Paula Wasser 

LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL TOY 

FUND 

] Mazal Tov to Jeff Le-

venthal for being elected 

JCC President 

Audrey Harrell 

] In Memory of Howard Ja-

cobson 

Carol and Jeff Leventhal 

Lindsay Leventhal 

] In Memory of Shirley 

Alperin 

Carol and Jeff Leventhal 

Lindsay Leventhal 

] Thank you to Mary Ann 

and Donna for their spe-

cial friendship 

Ellen Kline 
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Temple Hesed accepts 

these credit/debit 

cards for most pay-

ments or donations 



 

 

 

Training for a Marathon 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 

Rabbinical Reflections — Rabbi Daniel  J.  Swartz 

F or my very first Rabbinical Reflections 

column, back in 2006, I wrote about a key 

problem that Jews face over the High Holy 

Days.  I asked you to imagine people who 

don’t exercise deciding suddenly that they 

should run a marathon.  The day of the mar-

athon comes; without having trained, it is a 

thoroughly miserable experience.  So of 

course they stay away from exercise for a 

good long time.  Sounds silly – except it’s 

what most of us do on Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur.   Having attended a few ser-

vices, or perhaps none at all, in the past 

year, we suddenly sit through a marathon.  I 

wouldn’t be surprised if your experience is 

like those untrained marathon runners — so 

lousy that you decide to stay away… until 

next year’s holiday marathon, when you go 

through the whole thing again, with the 

same less-than-satisfactory results. 

Since I wrote that column, as you probably 

know, Rabbi Marjorie and I have taken up 

walking in half-marathons.  We’ve now com-

pleted three (including the inaugural Scran-

ton Half-Marathon, where we were honored 

to provide the opening blessing), plus one 5K 

at Camp Harlam this summer.  I have, for 

the first time since high school wrestling, 

been on a regimented training schedule.  

Starting at least two months before a half-

marathon, we, in addition to our daily 1-3 

mile walk, have at least one walk a week 

where we add a mile – 5 then 6 then 7 and 

so on, until we’re at 13 and ready to go the 

whole 13.1 mile distance. I’ve noticed that a 

peculiar shift takes place during training.  

Early on, 13.1 miles seems VERY long, even 

undoable.  But as the weeks go by and the 

miles add up, that changes to first “I think I 

can” and eventually, “a piece of cake.”  Be-

cause we have properly trained, our half 

marathons have all been really enjoyable 

experiences – but I am surer than ever that 

doing one, let alone a full marathon, WITH-

OUT training would be miserable. 

So what can you do to make your High Holy 

Days experience more meaningful, perhaps 

even enjoyable?  

There’s still time to train! 

 

True, you don’t have two months to get 

ready -– but it’s not too late to make a 

difference.  On the first Friday of Septem-

ber, like we do on the first Friday of each 

month, we have an early, abbreviated 

service perfect for beginners of every age.  

Our other Shabbat services are also a 

great way to experience everything from 

the joy of singing together to the tranquil-

ity of silent prayer; from the emotional 

power of lighting candles to thought pro-

voking Torah discussions.  Last but far 

from least, our annual Selichot 

(Forgiveness) service, beginning at 

8:30p.m. on September 20th, is entirely 

focused on our spiritual preparation for 

the High Holy Days.  Combining study, 

meditation, song, and prayer with the 

beautiful ritual of garbing our Torah 

scrolls in their High Holy Day finery, this 

profoundly moving service is something 

everyone should experience at least once 

in their life. 

You don’t have to do the whole  

marathon! 

It might seem sacrilegious to say it, but 

you don’t have to be at every moment of 

every service.  In fact, the tradition of re-

ally long services, let alone focusing on 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur as if 

they were more important than every oth-

er Jewish occasion, comes from a time at 

least a thousand years removed from their 

origin.  In the Torah, Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur were just preparation for 

what was then the most important and 

joyous holy day, Sukkot.  So don’t feel 

guilty.  If services seem overwhelming, 

take a break.  Then, because you’re not 

exhausting yourselves in a marathon, it’s 

easier to come back and enjoy things like 

Sukkot – and you’d be celebrating the 

whole holy day cycle in a way closer to the 

original intention. 

Enjoy what’s the same – and what’s 

different 

Our most recent half marathon was in the 

Mad River Valley of Vermont.  But don’t 

let the word “valley” fool you.  It felt like 

the whole thing was in one endless 

“Hill Section.”  As we were climb-

ing one particularly steep hill, one 

of our fellow half-marathoners 

said, there have been studies that 

show that you feel more exhausted 

if you look at the whole hill.  If you 

just look ten feet ahead, it’s easier 

to keep going.  She was right.  The 

same thing is true, in a way, with 

the High Holy Day services.  Focus 

on each part as it comes -– enjoying 

the melodies you know, listening 

for the first time to those that are 

unfamiliar, pondering the words of 

a prayer you’ve recited dozens of 

times but never paid full attention 

to.  And we’ve got a few innova-

tions this year that I think you’ll 

enjoy – from our dueling shofars, to 

our expanded choir, to our different 

Torah reading, (see the article else-

where in this Messenger) to the 

interrelated cycle of sermons that I 

will be giving this year. 

When we started doing half-

marathons, it was to give ourselves 

goals that would help us stay fit.  

We keep doing them because we’ve 

found they are deeply enjoyable, 

rich experiences.  That’s my goal 

for these High Holy Days – to have 

them feel less like a marathon that 

you just want to finish, and more 

like a source of inspiration and 

strength that will keep you going 

for years to come. 



 

 

One of my favorite movies, which 

also has many fans, is Casablanca, 

the story of Rick's Café American in 

that city. It takes place during 

World War II, when France was 

occupied by the Nazis and the Vichy 

government controlled southern 

France and its colonies, Morocco 

being one of them. 

With the High Holidays approach-

ing, what is the significance of this 

movie and this time in world histo-

ry? Well it’s twofold. First, we are 

seeing a new rise 

of anti-Semitism. 

It is evident as I 

watch the report-

ing of the news 

from the Middle 

East. I find the 

reporting to be 

extremely biased 

and full of half-

truths and omissions. 

A term I have personally coined is 

“Institutionalized anti-Semitism”. 

This is revealed in new studies out 

of Europe, which show an ever-

increasing level of this phenome-

non. From Greece to Holland, Jews 

are being told by a growing minori-

ty, which is now approaching one 

third in some countries, that they 

should move to America or Israel. 

We must be ever-vigilant to this 

change of social values taking place 

across Europe and hope that it fails 

to cross the Atlantic. 

Secondly, on a more positive note, 

at the end of the movie, 

Rick, played by Humprey 

Bogart, shoots and kills the 

German commander, Major 

Strassor (Conrad Veidt), who 

comes to the airport to stop 

the flight of Victor Laslo 

(Paul Henreid) and his wife 

Ilsa Lund ( Ingrid Bergman), 

when he becomes aware that Rick 

has given Letters of Transit to leave 

Casablanca, to Lisbon, so Victor can 

to continue to fight for France's 

freedom. Rick, in a previous exist-

ence, had fought for 

the loyalists in 

Spain. He met the 

one true love of his 

life, Ilsa, who is gone 

when he returns for 

her. She chose to 

return to her hus-

band, Victor. As a 

result of this and the defeat of the 

Loyalists in Spain, he goes to Casa-

blanca to open Rick's and maintains 

a jaded image of the world, due to 

his misfortune. 

After he kills Major Stassor, the 

corrupt French police captain, Cap-

tain Louis Renault (Claude Rains) 

standing by, says to the police office 

who runs to the area at the airport 

after hearing the gunshot, "round 

up the usual suspects". At this point 

its clear to the viewer that Captain 

Renault has “gotten religion" and he 

and Rick walk out on the airport 

runway. Rick turns to him and says, 

"Louis, I think this is the beginning 

of a beautiful friendship." They both 

turn away from the cam-

era and talk about joining 

the Free French at Braz-

zaville. 

What is the point of the 

above and why I have cho-

sen this movie? Firstly, 

having been honored as 

serving as your President for a year 

now, when Temple Hesed has any 

function, we always get the usual 

suspects; which is a great thing, 

because without this core of individ-

uals the Temple would not function; 

my thanks to all of you who give of 

your time and effort. I have tried 

this year, to make it a point to al-

ways thank those individuals. If I 

have missed any one, please forgive 

my oversight. 

Secondly, it’s time for New Year 

resolutions, and while helping out 

your Temple might fall behind los-

ing weight and something on your 

bucket list, it is probably easier and 

more rewarding than those self-

centered goals. You can do them as 

well as serving Temple Hesed.  

Over the past year I have only 

found rewards from my responsibili-

ties and decisions I had to make 

regarding the success and future of 

Temple Hesed. To steal a term, 

Dude, from another movie "The Big 

Lebowski", I'm sure, the Big Dude 

will look favorably upon you for 

supporting your Temple.  

 

President’s Message — Ken Miller  

Rounding Up The Usual Suspects 
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ò...we always get the usual 

suspects; which is a great thing, 

because without this core of 

individuals the Temple would 

not function.ó 

"ÁÃËÐÁÃËÓ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ ÔÏ *&3 

More than 100 Back-to-School back-

packs were delivered in late August to 

Jewish Family Services and other so-

cial service agencies. They will be dis-

tributed to needy children in time for 

the start of school. This award-winning 

program was started by Temple 

Hesed’s Social Action Committee 17 

years ago. 

Back-to-School 

Backpacks  

Given Out 



 

 

PAGE 5 MESSENGER  VOLUME 156,  ISSUE 1 

(Ï×ÁÒÄ *ÁÃÏÂÓÏÎȟ ÐÁÓÓÅÓ *ÕÌÙ ςς 

Howard A. Jacobson, 86, of 

Clarks Summit, passed 

away at home on the even-

ing of July 22, surrounded 

by his loving family.  His 

beloved wife of 66 years 

is the former Claire Siegel. 

 Born in New York, son of 

the late Walter and Sara Kandel 

Jacobson, he was a graduate of 

Brooklyn Technical High School 

and went on to attain his bache-

lor’s degree in industrial engi-

neering at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology after just 

two and a half years.  After col-

lege, Howard went to work at 

Jacobson Hat Company where 

he remained for over 60 years.  

In 1964, he moved the company 

to Scranton, and transformed 

the business from a manufactur-

er to a worldwide importer and 

exporter of hats.  

Aside from being a 

successful business-

man, Howard was 

very much involved 

in the community 

and served on many 

boards.  He was 

chairman of the investment com-

mittee and a board member of 

Community Medical Center for 

many years. He also served as a 

board member of the Red Cross, 

the Jewish Home of Eastern 

Pennsylvania, Wave-Oak, the 

Glen Oak Country Club where 

he was an avid golfer and served 

as president of the Oakford Glen 

Association.  He was also a 

member of the Masons.  

The true loves of his life were his 

wife, with whom he was able to 

travel the world, his children, 

and his grandchildren. 

Also surviving are a daughter 

Gail Dickstein and husband, Da-

vid, Clarks Summit; a son Jef-

frey Jacobson and wife, Robin, 

Clarks Summit; four grandchil-

dren, Eric and Marc Dickstein 

and Matthew and Shelley Jacob-

son; a sister Leonore Ross, Tex-

as; and nieces and nephews. 

Graveside services were held in 

Temple Hesed Cemetery, Dun-

more, by Rabbi Daniel Swartz.  

Memorial contributions in How-

ard’s memory may be made to 

Temple Hesed, 1 Knox Rd., 

18505; to the Jewish Community 

Center c/o the Jacobson Beautifi-

cation Fund, 601 Jefferson Ave., 

18510; or to the charity of the 

donor’s choice. 

Campaign Women’s Division, 

Hadassah, and Brandeis Wom-

en.  She was an avid golfer and 

long-standing member of the 

Glen Oak Country Club Wom-

en’s Golf League.  

She enjoyed travel and the arts 

and was a philanthropist 

throughout her life.  She will 

be remembered for her impec-

cable sense of style and her 

flair for entertaining.  Shirley 

was loved by her many friends 

and family.  

Shirley was preceded in death 

by her first husband, Samuel 

Feibus.  She was also preceded 

in death by her sisters, Sylvia 

Gerlich of Queens, New York 

Shirley Feibus Alperin, 83, 

passed away on Tuesday, Au-

gust 12, 2014 in the Long Term 

Memory Support Unit of New-

bridge on the Charles, Ded-

ham, Massachusetts.  She was 

born in Scranton, Pennsylva-

nia to the late Morris and Frei-

da Solomon and remained in 

Scranton until she moved to 

nearby Waverly, Pennsylvania 

and Palm Beach, Florida. 

Shirley was a lifelong member 

of Temple Israel of Scranton 

and was actively involved in 

both the Temple and its Sister-

hood.  She also served on, and, 

at various times headed, the 

boards of the United Jewish 

and Belle Estroff of New York 

City. 

She is survived by her hus-

band, Myer Alperin, Dedham, 

Massachusetts and Scranton, 

Pennsylvania, a son, Steven 

Feibus, Lighthouse Point, 

Florida, and a daughter, Su-

san Feibus, Chicago, Illinois, 

her granddaughters Allison 

Feibus and Jackie Feibus, as 

well as her sister, Doris Ar-

kin, Dedham, Massachusetts. 

Burial was in Temple Israel 

Cemetery. 

3ÈÉÒÌÅÙ !ÌÐÅÒÉÎȟ ×ÉÆÅ ÏÆ -ÙÅÒ !ÌÐÅÒÉÎ 
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(High Holy Day prayerbook) – the 

story of creation, appropriate be-

cause Rosh Hashanah is celebrated 

as the birthday of the world.   

And it really will be “we” reading. 

Seven people will be reading from 

the story of the first seven days – 

with a conclusion that will help us 

reconcile science and faith.  So don’t 

miss Rosh Hashanah morning!  And 

if you’d like to get in on the act, we 

can always use another Torah read-

er or two – even if you’d like to read 

just one sentence.  

 If you’re interested, please contact 

the office ASAP as Rabbi Swartz is 

already working with those who 

have volunteered to date. 

One of the challenges each New 

Year is what to do about the story of 

the binding of Isaac that is tradi-

tionally read.  Last year, Rabbi 

Swartz faced this head-on by shar-

ing a new way to look at this an-

cient story, through the eyes of the 

donkey and the story of Balaam.  

And now for something completely 

different: this year, we’ll be reading 

the alternative in our machzor 

           Dunmore Cemetery 
at 11:00 AM, Dalton Cem-
etery at 12:00 PM 

      Kol Nidre:  Friday, Oc-
tober 3 at 8:00 PM 

      Yom Kippur Morning: 
aturday, October 4 at 
10:00 AM 

           Study with Rabbi 
Swartz:  ñIsraeli Poets 
Struggle with Godò-1:00-
3:00 PM 

      Yom Kippur Afternoon:  Saturday, 
October 4 at 3:00 PM 

(Continued from page 1)  

Please remember that High Holy Day 
tickets are a privilege of mem-
bership at Temple Hesed.  
Tickets have been sent only to 
those members who are in 
good standing.  This means 
that any dues balances must 
be paid prior to the Holy Days.  
You will be required to show 
your tickets at the door to the 
sanctuary.  

 

If you have out-of-town 
guests, they will be admitted to ser-
vices as a courtesy if they have a 
letter from their congregation.  Other-

wise, you must call Marlene at the 
Temple office (570-344-7201) to 
make arrangements. 

 

I wish you a 5775 full of hesed 
(loving-kindness), simchah 
(happiness), and shalom (peace). 

 

Esther Adelman, Worship Chair 

 

 

 

from the corners of their fields; 

those are reserved for strangers. 

If they were hungry, those in need 

knew that crops at the corners   

were for them to harvest to feed 

themselves and their families, At 

the  morning Rosh Hashanah ser-

vice, children will be passing out 

Food banks are a great help in 

fighting hunger, but their donations 

fall off during the summer. 

This is where the members of Tem-

ple Hesed come in. The Social Ac-

tion committee conducts its 

“Corners of the Fields” collection. 

Jewish farmers do not harvest crops 

paper grocery bags from the Social 

Action Committee.. You should fill 

the bags with non-perishable kosher 

foods. The filled bags will be collect-

ed at Yom Kippur. If you can’t give 

food, give money to buy food. Also 

donate to MAZON, Jewish interna-

tional hunger fighters 

And Now for Something Completely Different 

High Holidays Schedule Continued 

Food and Money to be Collected  
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As part of our con-

tinued outreach to 

bring Temple Hesed 

outside the walls of 

our sanctuary, Rab-

bi Swartz will be 

teaching a course 

called “Psalms: Po-

ems for Your Life” for the 

Abington Area Community 

Classroom at 8 p.m. over four 

Thursdays: October 16th, 23rd, 

and 30th and November 6th.  

 The biblical psalms cover the 

gamut of human emotion, from 

despair and abandonment 

to joy and exaltation.   

This course will look at 

how we can use these an-

cient words to help us nav-

igate through our modern 

lives.   

We’ll explore how we can turn 

to various psalms for comfort 

or inspiration, or even to chal-

lenge our complacency.   

Through study, reflection, 

meditation, music and writing, 

we will learn together how to 

make the psalms companions 

in our lives, enriching and 

strengthening us through our 

journeys.   

No previous background or 

faith practice is necessary – 

open to all.  For more infor-

mation or to sign up (sign up 

ends on October 2), go to: 

http://

abingtonareacommunityclass-

room.wordpress.com/classes/

inspirational-2/ 

 

Religious School Begins Sept. 20 

Rabbi To Teach Psalms in Abingtons 

that Jews in many lands have 

a mini-Seder at their din-

ner before Rosh Hasha-

nah, with a 

variety of 

foods all 

symbolizing 

blessings 

for the com-

ing year? 

On our first day of Shab-

bat School, Saturday 

September 20th at 9 

a.m., our parents and students 

will join together in such a se-

der (with some very sweet rep-

resentations of traditional 

foods) to start our year togeth-

er.  We’ll also learn about this 

year’s theme: One People, With 

Many Faces.   

Through this theme, we’ll ex-

plore some of the fascinating 

traditions, music, food and cul-

ture of Jews around the world, 

how we are di-

verse and how 

we are united. 

As this is going 

to press, we’re 

also finalizing 

discussions with 

Temple Israel about a joint He-

brew School program for the 

year.  If we can make every-

thing work, our Hebrew School 

and theirs will meet on Tues-

days (as it has in the past) but 

at the JCC – and our classes 

will have more students as we 

work together.  Stay tuned for 

more details!  

Last year, the High Holy Days 

were earli-

er (at least 

on the sec-

ular calen-

dar – they 

always 

come on 

the same 

dates in 

the Jewish 

calendar!) 

than they 

had been in many years, even 

before our Shabbat and He-

brew School classes began.   

This year, with a more normal 

schedule, we’re able to intro-

duce our students to some unu-

sual New Year’s customs be-

fore Rosh Hashanah starts. 

For example, did you know 
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Weõll explore some of the 

fascinating traditions, music, 

food and culture of Jews around 

the world 



 

 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua 

Heschel often spoke about 

the time he first learned 

the story of the Akedah, 

the binding of Isaac, that 

is traditionally read on 

Rosh Hashanah (but not 

at Temple Hesed this year 

– see page 6).  He started 

crying as the story reached its con-

clusion.  His father, also a rabbi, 

asked, why are you crying – every-

thing turned out all right.  But Fa-

ther, he replied, what if the angel 

had been even a moment too late 

and didn’t stop Abraham.  His fa-

ther assured his young son that an-

gels are never too late.  When 

Heschel would tell this story, he 

always concluded – angels may nev-

er be too late – but we humans can 

be. 

That is why Rabbi Swartz will be 

joining with the 

“People’s Climate 

March,” on Sun-

day, September 

21st.  At a time 

when he would 

normally be mak-

ing sure every-

thing was in order 

for the High Holy Days, he doesn’t 

want to be late for what might be a 

turning point for humanity dealing 

with one of its most profound chal-

lenges – our response to a changing 

climate.  Dozens of Jewish organiza-

tions, along with many others from 

around the world, are co-sponsoring 

the march, which is timed to coin-

cide with the start of U.N. discus-

sions about next steps for govern-

ments to take.  As Rabbi Swartz 

will discuss on Yom Kippur morn-

ing, in addition to being a task for 

scientists and leaders of govern-

ment and business, climate change 

is also a moral issue that every per-

son plays a role in.  The choices we 

make today will affect the lives of 

our children and our children’s chil-

dren, for generations to come. Torah 

calls on us to be “Shomrei Adamah,” 

guardians of the earth. Here is a 

chance to do just that.  Rabbi 

Swartz will be representing Penn-

sylvania Interfaith Power and Light 

as its board president.  PA-IPL is 

sponsoring a bus to the march – if 

you are interested in joining the 

bus, go to 

https://salsa4.salsalabs.com/

o/50836/c/69/p/salsa/event/common/

public/?event_KEY=1221 

For more information about the 

march itself, go to http://

peoplesclimate.org/march/ 

Museum Trip Rescheduled 

Rabbi to March for Climate 

special exhibit on Jews and other 

minorities and baseball, Chasing 

Dreams, will be ending soon, so 

don’t miss this chance to see it!   

The price is $50/person, which in-

cludes transportation there and 

back, admission to the museum, 

and the group tour.   

To sign up, call or email the office. 

 

Batter up!  After striking out on our 

first attempt to put together a trip 

with Temple Israel to the National 

Museum of American Jewish Histo-

ry this past Spring, we’re trying 

again at the end of summer.   

Join us on Sunday, September 14th, 

as we journey down to Philly for a 

guided group tour of this excellent 

museum.  The museum’s wonderful 
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Yom Kippur Study Session: Israeli Poets Struggle with God 

For many years, Israelis thought their only choices were to be Orthodox or completely secular.  Now, thanks to a great 
extent to the work of the World Union for Progressive Judaism (the international association of synagogues aligned with 
the Reform movement) and the Israel Religious Action Center, Israelis are rediscovering a Judaism that is alive and live-
ly, a vibrant mix of tradition and modernity.  This year, during our Yom Kippur Study Session (1-3 p.m. on Yom Kippur 
Day, October 4), weôll look at some of the beautiful, fascinating poetry that has come out of this rediscovery.  Itôs a great 
chance to look at how one modern, highly technological culture has struggled with questions about God and the meaning 
of life ï and we can both enjoy the beauty of the poems and learn a little about our own struggles as well. 
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Y 
iddish Saying 

Of the Month 

 

“If everybody 

says so, there’s 

truth to it.” 

 

Ki Teitzei  Sept. 6, 2014  11. Elul.5774 

Ki Tavo   Sept. 13, 2014  18.Elul.5774 

Nitzavim-Vayeluech Sept. 20, 2014  25.Elul.5774 

Ha’Azinu  Sept. 27, 2014  3.Tishrei.5775 

Torah Portions 
Name   Civil Date  Hebrew Date 

 

More Torah resources at www.urj.org 

Yiddish Proverb from 

a book by Fred Kogos 

SERVICES 

6 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah—

Sept.24-26, 2014 

Yom Kippur — 

Oct. 3-4, 2014 

Sukkot— Oct.8-15 

Suncaht Torah — 

Oct. 16-24,  2014 

Hanukkah —  

Dec. 16-24, 2014 

Tu BiSh’vat —

Feb. 3-4 2015 

Purim—Mar. 4-5 

Passover—  

Apr.3-10 

 

Yom HaShoah— 

Apr. 15-16 

Yom HaZikaron 

& Yom 

HaAtzmaut —

Apr. 21-23 

Lag BaOmer — 

May 6-7 

Shavuot— May 

23-24 

Tisha B’Av—July 

25-26 

Selichot —Sept.5 

SERVICES  

8 p.m. 

 

SERVICES 

8 p.m. 

Holidays 5775 

September 2014  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 1 Labor Day 2 3 4 5 Services  
     6 p.m. 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 12  Services  
     8 p.m. 

13 

14  Trip tp 

Jewish Museum, 
Philadelphia  

15 16 Hebrew 

School starts 4:30 
p.m. 

17 Board Mtg. 

5:30 p.m. 
18 19 Services  

     8 p.m. 
20  Shabbat 

School, 9 a.m. 
 Slichot 8:30 pm  

21 22 23  Fall 
Begins 

24 Rosh 

Hashanah 8 PM 

25 Rosh 

Hashanah 10 AM 

26 Services  
     8 p.m. 

27 Shabbat  

Shuvah 

28 29 30     



 

 

Week Ending September 6 (Service September 5) 

*Minnie Brown, *James Swartz, *Edward Loebenstein, 

*Henrietta A. Phillips, *Arnold Cembalest, *Barbara A. Jacobson, 

*Dr. Samuel Friedmann, *Max Bernstein, *Edith Schmerin, 

*Dorothy J. Freeman, *Louis Gold, *Nathan G. Goodman, 

*Blanche F. Halle. 

 

Week Ending September 13 (Service September 12) 

*Caroline Landau Cohn, *Bertha Jacobs, *Lillie Peck, Sol Peck, 

*Samuel H. Harris, *Nathalie Joel, *Wolf Ackerman, Norton 

Rothschild, *Sylvia Gordon, *Isaiah C. Rosenthal, Benjamin 

Weinberg. 

 

Week Ending September 19 (Service September 18) 

Rose Sieber, Sarah Woll, Kenneth Brown, *Milton Adelman, 

*Sadie Lerner, *Cal D. Malcom, *Haydee L. Oettinger, Leonard 

Byman, *Miriam W. Ackerman, *Joseph Leventhal, *Manny Co-

hen, Delbert Wooden, *Isidore Krotosky, *Sanford S. Mitteldorf, 

*Lily Seagaard, Murray Besen. 

 

Week Ending September 27 (Service September 26) 

*Yetta Goldberg, *Solomon Goldsmith, *Gertrude Cembalest, 

*Sara G. Roos, *Dora Feldman, *Louis I. Alperin, *Irving M. 

Pincus, *Harry Kroll, *Samuel Behar, *Mendel Harris, *Abe 

Shapiro. 

 

Week Ending October 4 (Service October 3) 

*Ludwig Berger, *Edward Miller, *Harry Ferber, *Seymour E. 

Stahller, *Dorothy Mendel Jacobs, *Samuel H. Frank, Karl 

Strohl, *Harry Jacobs, Isidore Lerner, *Hattie L. Marks, *James 

Swartz, George Goldenziel, *Henry Friedmann, *Minnie Rosen, 

*Anna Benjamin, *William Spelman, *Family of Adolf Gabriel 

Winter. 

Yahrzeits and Personal Notes 
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Get Well Wishes 

 Rich Mates 

 Bob Siragusa 

 David Ackerman 

 Phyllis Evanina 

 Robert Evanina 

 Nancy Jackman 

 Shirley Siragusa 

 Emily Trunzo 

 



 

 

Washington, D.C., August 

20, 2014 -  In response to the 

unrest in Ferguson, MO, Barba-

ra Weinstein, Director of the 

Commission on Social Action of 

Reform Judaism, issued the 

following statement:  

We, like so many across the 

U.S. and indeed the world, 

have watched the unrest in 

Ferguson, MO with heavy 

hearts and deep concern. 

Though the investigations into 

the shooting death of Michael 

Brown by a police officer are 

ongoing and assessments 

about both the publicôs reaction 

and law enforcementôs re-

sponse are essential, what is 

already clear is that in Fergu-

son, the relationships between 

law enforcement, public offi-

cials and communi-

ty members have 

been terribly dam-

aged by mistrust. 

At the same time, 

persistent and wid-

ening economic 

inequality has also 

contributed to deep 

communal frustration.  

 

Sadly, these circumstances are 

not unique to Ferguson. The 

challenges of racial divides and 

mistrust that afflict communi-

ties across the U.S. are a tragic 

emblem of how much work re-

mains to be done to overcome 

divisions rooted in our nationôs 

history and the persistence of 

racial and ethnic disparities. As 

the gap between the rich and 

the poor widens in America, 

these economic inequalities are 

having a detrimental effect on 

communities where opportuni-

ties are shrinking every day.  

 

Efforts to remedy these chal-

lenges require both short -  and 

long - term commitments. Law 

enforcement 

must swiftly, 

fully and justly 

investigate the 

circumstances 

of Michael 

Brownôs death 

even while re-

specting and 

protecting the rights of com-

munity members who wish to 

assemble peacefully and ex-

press themselves. Communal 

relationships must be strength-

ened and we are encouraged 

that so many Reform congre-

gations, including those in and 

around St. Louis, are engaged 

in such interfaith and inter -

coalitional efforts. We are 

proud of our synagogue mem-

bers and rabbis who have par-

ticipated in, and supported ef-

forts to keep peaceful, the pro-

tests that have taken place in 

Ferguson. As a Movement, we 

stand with them and will con-

tinue to advocate for policies 

and practices that address the 

scourge of racial profiling while 

promoting opportunity for all. 

We also continue to work to 

address those policies that 

have contributed to the grow-

ing economic inequality nation-

wide with the goal of ensuring 

that Americans in every com-

munity have the foundations 

they need and the opportuni-

ties they deserve to achieve 

the American Dream.  

 

URJ Urges Action on Ferguson Slaying 
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Commission on Social Action 

Anti-Semites in Europe Decried by RAC 
WASHINGTON, D.C., July 15, 2014 - In response to recent anti-

Semitic episodes in Los Angeles and Paris, as well as incidents across 

the United States and Europe, Rabbi David Saperstein, Director of the 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, issued the following state-

ment: 

"We are deeply disturbed by the recent violent anti-Semitic and anti-

Israel uprisings. Over the weekend, rioters, wielding bats and chairs, 

tried to break into the Don Isaac Abravanel synagogue in Paris while 

worshippers were blocked inside. In Los Angeles' Westwood neighbor-

hood, a peaceful demonstration was violently disrupted by agitators, 

leading to shots being fired. In Frankfurt, a local synagogue was at-

tacked as an anti-Israel rally turned violent. In Bastille Square, de-

monstrators held signs that read 'Death to Jews.' 

The attacks on synagogues and the anti-Israel demonstrations that 

spill over into violence are part of a series of anti-Semitic incidences in 

Western Europe coinciding with the recent escalation of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. These events are painful reminders that anti-

Semitism continues to plague too many Jewish communities. Such 

incidents are alarming indications that the thin line between anti-

Semitism and many anti-Israeli activities is evaporating. 



 

 

ABOUT TEMPLE HESED: 

Temple Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Aug. 20, 1860, is Scrantonõs first and oldest Jewish 

congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874. 

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounding 

areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, the 

current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in 

Dunmore. 

The office is open Tuesday-Thursday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m. 

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. The 

rabbi also has "drop-in" hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3 

p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or could 

not be made. 

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monday-

Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For more 

information, call the office. 

1 Knox Road 

Scranton, PA 18505 

Email for Temple: 

    TempleHesed@verizon .net 

TEMPLE HESED 

“SCRANTON’S FIRST SYNAGOGUE”  

Published 11 times a year 

Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter 

Web Pages: www,TempleHesed.org 

Submit articles, letters, etc. to: HesedNews@gmail.com 

SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz 
570-877-3454 (cell) 

570-344-7201 (office) 

(reb_daniel@verizon.net) 

———————- 

OFFICERS 

President - Ken Miller 

1st Vice Pres. - Barbara 

Parker-Bell 

2nd Vice. Pres.—Larry  

Milliken 

Treasurer—Jeff  

Leventhal 

Asst. Treasurer - Harry 

Adelman 

Secretary - Judith Golden 

Asst. Secretary— Jennifer 

Rosen Novak 

__________________ 

BOARD 

Daniel Cardonick, Joan 

Davis, Lynne Fragin, 

Jerald Gilbert, Paula 

Kane,  Michael Karnoff, 

Richard Levy, Joel Vener 

and Richard Goldenzeil  

Life Directors 

Myer Alperin and Jane 

Oppenheim 

STAFF 

Marlene Gianzanti—Office 

Manager 

(MarleneCG@verizon.net) 

Edward Snitko-Director of 

Music 

 

Rich Mates-Messenger  

Editor  

(hesednews@gmail.com) 

 

Jennifer Rosen Novak 

Social Media Maven 

Jeffrey Heilbrunn 

 Webmaster  

( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)  

Phone: 570-344-7201 

Fax: 570-344-4514 

Eco-Tip: 

Food: As much as forty percent of the energy used in the food 

system goes towards the production of chemical fertilizers and 

pesticides (Sustainable Table). 

Canôt afford to eat everything organically? Some fruits and veg-

etables are sprayed with more pesticides than others, and cannot 

be cleaned of pesticide residues as easilyðstart small by choos-

ing organic for these óDirty Dozenô fruits and vegetables that fit 

this category: peach, apple, bell pepper, celery, nectarine, straw-

berries, cherries, kale, lettuce, grapes (imported), carrot, and 

pears. Eco-tip provided by GreenFaith: www.greenfaith.org 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Beloved Husband, Sidney 

Wasser 

Paula Wasser  

 

TORAH RESTORATION FUND 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Esther Basha Adelman  

Esther Adelman 

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit of 

Abe Adelman  

Esther Adelman 

] In Memory of Howard Jacob-

son  

Esther Adelman 

] In Memory of Shirley Alperin 

Esther Adelman 

(Continued from page 2) 

Donations  

 


