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Both Congregations Vote on Proposal

JCC Jointure Approved

Also In the

Messenger: Congregants at
Temple Hesed
and Temple Israel
have approved the
construction of a

$2.5 million, 9,000

3 Yeast Feast

i Second Night
Seder

square foot sanctuary to

Shapiro said
the JCC is
pleased with
Mar chos
but the hard work
is now just begin-
ning.

Unleavene

See Ken
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Message
on Page 4

be used by both congre-
gations. The shared
sanctuary pro-
posal was ap-
proved during separate votes
by each congregation during

As Seth Gross,
executive direc-
tor of Temple Israel
said, a number of questions
must be answered before

ar<h. work can begin and the pro-
ject becomes reality, They
Itds far from a include finance

meeting is set for April 7
between JCC officials and
officials from the two tem-
ples, said Lou Shapiro, JCC
president.

strategydé for i

Temple Hesed has some
similar issues related to
ownership and finances.

Temple Fund Raiser

(For

Passover)
Edition

1.Nissan.57 7 30.Nissan..5774 / April 2014

79 The March votes
were crucial to
the project. A
decision was
needed by
March 27 be-

i}l cause of con-
struction and
fundraising con-
straints at the
JCC. In addition to the con-
struction of the synagogue
building, the JCC building
will be undergoing extensive
renovation. This will cost
more than $7 million.

L |
13

The vote is only the first step

in the process to get the syn-

agogue building built. Repre-
(Continued on page 5)
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Donations and Contributions

BUILDING FUND

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit
of Brother, Jerome
(Jerry) Goldfarb

Sandy Cooperman

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit
of Father, Max Ballot

Bob Ballot

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit
of William Katz

Sharon and Saul Levy

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit
of Rita Pincus

The Davis Family

] In Honor of the Yahrzeit
of Edna Lauscher

George and Helen Lauscher

] In Memory of Herman
Palish

Ken and Dale Miller

MILTON AND MIRIAM
FRIEDMAN SCHOLARSHIP

FUND

] In Memory of Frank
Dietrick

MESSENGER

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
FUND

] InHonor of the Yahrzeit

of Jay Leiman, Beloved
Father and Grandfather

| Carol and Paul Leiman

] In Memory of William
Levyds

Phil Friedman and Barbara
Cohen

] InHonor of the Yahrzeit

of Henri Deutsch

Marilyn Deutsch

TORAH RESTORATION

Mot her

FUND

] In Memory of Frank
Dietrick

Esther Adelman

] In Memory of Elaine
Utan

I Esther Adelman

!
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MADELINE NEEDLE
Roaring Brook Township

August 29, 1927 ~ March 19,
2014

Date of Service: March 21,
2014

Madeline Needle died March
19 at home. She was the wife
of Atty. Ralph P. Needle, who
died in 1984.

Born in Taylor, daughter of
the late Thomas and Ann
Madesky, she was a member
of Temple Hesed.

Surviving are a sister, Wan-
da Blackledge Everly and
husband, Robert, Lake

Wayne and Florida; and niec-
es and nephews. She was also
preceded in death by several
brothers and sisters.

A graveside funeral service
was held March 21 in the
Olyphant Jewish Cemetery,
Pancoast Street, Dickson
City, by Rabbi Daniel Swartz.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the donor's favor-
ite charity.

Sheloshim

|
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Rabbinical Reflectiondi Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

MESSENGER

How our Sages Made Important Decisions

ack in February, | was sit-

ting around a table with

around 30 other rabbis, Re-

form, Reconstructionist, and
Conservative, studying Talmud with
Rabbi Tzvi Blanchard, an Orthodox
rabbi who also hol
chology and in philosophy. Our study-
ing was part of the Balfour Brickner
Rabbinic Seminar in social justice, a
joint program of
gious Action Center (rac.org) and the
pan-denominational CLAL (the Na-
tional Jewish Center for Leadership
and Learning dwww. c | al
studied with Tzvi before & indeed, |
helped him climb his first mountain,
and we were tentmates during a very
strange reality -TV-ish gathering of
rabbis along the Appalachian Trail &
but thatdés a story f
you really are curious.

ds

our

org

One of the key points Tzvi wanted us
to understand was the diversity of rab-
binic opinions and how our sages, dur-
ing the heyday of the Talmud, made
decisions that took that diversity seri-
ously. Indeed, of the thousands of de-
cisions recorded in the Mishnah, only 1
does not record more than one opinion.
So how were decisions made in that
atmosphere, and what might we learn
from those sages?

First of all, Talmudic sages would try

to clarify what key principles were &
justice, protecting the weak, promoting
Jewish learning, preserving health,
combating poverty and so on. But they
realized that people can agree on val-
ues without any agreement about how
to implement them. Furthermore,

they realized that all such decisions
are to some extent arbitrary, but that
not deciding was itself a decision 9 and
often the least helpful option of all. So
they would try to come up with what
the majority considered the best op-
tion, knowing that it was imperfect.

It was what came next that | found the
most unusual & and potentially the most
helpful o6 part of the decision making
process. Once the majority has ruled o
on topics ranging from whether people
upstream or downstream get first water
rights to rulings o
competition & the majority sits down
with the minority and asks, what were
the concerns that caused you to take a
different position? Then they do their
best to incorporate those concerns into
the unfolding execution of their decision.

How could we apply such thinking? One
potential example is our recent decision
to continue to pursue the project of a
joint campus with the JCC, Federation,
and Temple Israel. Good arguments
were made on both sides, and people
with diverse opinions made their deci-
sion based on key values everyone
shared & what was the best for the fu-
ture of our Temple and of our communi-
ty more broadly? In the end, looking at
the same facts and weighing the im-
portance of the same values, people vot-
ed their conscience. In such a vote, one
side has to win and one has to lose.
Now comes the time to do like the sages,
however, and not like most of modern
politics. Now those who voted against
the move must become an active part of
the decision making process. Their con-
cerns need to be heard, and together we
need to address such concerns as best as
we can.

For example, people have raised con-
cerns ranging from the safety of the
neighborhood to problems with a raised
building to logistical issues that might
come up during larger services. These
are important issues, and they need to
be taken seriously. | believe not only
that they can be addressed in a positive
fashion, but that in doing so, the whole
project will be improved. During the
discussion, Jim Alperin quoted his uncle
Il rwin, saying, oa |

n
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Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

executed, is better than a

vgleat strategy poarlp eke-i s n 6 t
Knowi ngl y

cuted. 6
think Irwin was echoing
our sages.

him and to them and move
forward by listening to
those who disagree and
learning from their con-
cerns.

/ iddish Saying \

Of the Month

0One | i
lie, two are

lies, but three
are poli

Yiddish Proverb from
a book by Fred Kogos
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Presi dent 0fs Kedbliles a g e

You Made A Tough Decision For Our Future

| hope that everyone has
been following the recent
updates of the President's
Message, because | have
been trying to keep all cur-
rent on the progression
of the discussions of the
Jointure between Tem-
ple Israel, The JCC and
ourselves. If you have
not, please read them,
as many of your board
members have been putting
a lot of time and thought in
this process for the benefit
of all.

While the
decision to
move for- ol
ward was
not an easy
one, as evi-
denced by
the extensive discussions |
had with members of our
congregation and those of
Temple Israel, | think the
appropriate decision was
made.

Personally | was on the
fence and vacillated over

this issue for many reasons.

| believe no matter which
way you voted, it was not an
easy decision to make. There
was much to be considered
at both congregations,

The decision was not a sim-

bel i eve no

you voted, it was not an eas

deci sion to

MESSENGER

ple choice. After careful re-
view, | am confident that we
and Temple Israel have
reached a course of action
that will be suc-
cessful for both
congregations, and
for the Jewish
community of
Scranton as a
whole.

All the parties are firmly
committed to the success of
this venture. In that light,

we have meetings scheduled
to discuss the fur-
thering of this
project. | will keep
you all posted on
the outcome of
those meetings,
and | reserve the
right to call fur-
ther congregational meet-
ings, if the need arises.

| do not want to overshadow
the upcoming events at
Temple Hesed, because they
promise to be enjoyable and
fun. They include the pre -
Passover
Seder for the second night of
Passover
Comedyd6é fund
ring Jessica Kirson and fea-
turing Raquel
our own Steve Leventhal.

If you have missed any of

OYeast

and th
ra
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our recent Temple events,
you missed a lot of fun and
reaffirmation of your Juda-
ism. We had over 120 people
at the Purim Dinner and
service and it was great
time for the children and
adults. So, if you have not
contacted the Temple about
attendance at any of the
above, do so, so you do not
miss out on all the great
stuff going on at YOUR
Temple.

It is your Temple, so don't
be bashful. Get involved.
There are so many things
going on, and there is al-
ways a need for members to
participate. Please feel free
to contact the Rabbi, myself
or any Board member if you
think you can contribute
positively to the Temple.

]
g5 Like

&

Follow
TempleHesed
on

Facebook
And

Twitter
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With Pope Francis marking his first
year in office, Jews most certainly
wonder what can we expect from the
|l eader of the
lics.

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera,
DD, JCL, the 10 t Bishop of Scran-
ton, will speak o
Messenger of Hope
June 20, at 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Bambera was born in Carbon-
dale, Pennsylvania on March 21, 1956,
the son of Irene Kucharski Bambera

wor |
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$AOA 3AO

and the late Jo-
seph Bambera.

er High
Schc?ol%ra ua-
tion, he enrolled
in the University
of Pittsburgh

s ward-
351 a%%c

Ey

i eloro
rts (c)legree in

1978.

In 1978, Bambera was accepted for
studies for the priesthood for the Dio-
cese of Scranton and entered Saint

at We-hn J.

PAGE5S
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Pius X Seminary in Dalton. He was
ordained to the Priesthood on Novem-
ber 5, 1983 by the Most Reverend
O6Connor .

On August 31, 2009, Bambera was
named Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese of Scranton. On February 23,
2010, Pope Benedict XVI appointed
Bishop Bambera to be the tenth Bish-
op of Scranton.

Bi shop Bamber ads
tion and Installation Mass was cele-
brated in St. Peter
April 26, 2010.

Why Is This Seder Different From Our Other Seders?

Youdl | noti ce
the Temple Hesed Community Seder

this year, on the second night of Pass-
over, April 15th, starting at 5:30 p.m.

Thanks to the energies and culinary
expertise of Nancy Dressel, our seder
will NOT be potluck. Everything

from yummy brisket to scrumptious
chicken soup with matzah balls to
potato kugel and many fantastic des-
serts will all be here waiting for you!

Rabbis Marjorie Berman and Daniel
Swartz will co -lead the seder, with
plenty of lively songs, engaging activi-
ties and insightful teachings for both

W/ |/

(Continued from page 1)

s 0 me tadultsnagd childrénf Al yoal have ta t

do for the tastiest, most meaningful,
interesting, and enjoyable seder you
can imagine is to sign up and come!

Despite the
keeping costs to a very reasonable
amount -- $25/adult, $10/child 5 to 12,
and children under 5 are free. Subsidy
funds are also available to those in
need. So sign up now for the most
memorable seder in years!

Just call the office at 570 -344-7201, o
send an email to temple-
hesed@verizon.net -- but make sure to
do it before 1pm on April 11th!

i 2 l:l S fun(/Ten‘%eIys.e(!:jchribM(;ndZS ﬁ

Temple Hesed president Ken
to the new synagogue structure.

Miller, as part of this project,
will be appointing members of

gour met

sentatives from both congregations
must now negotiate the terms of
the actual agreement with the

JCC and the Davidow Foundation
which also owns a portion of the
JCC site.

I'tds wuncertain
will begin and what steps Temple
Hesed will take with its present
building. It is anticipated that the
sale of the present building will

wh e

This project will not be a merger of
the two congregations. It will be a
sharing of resources between the
two temples. We will use the syna-
gogue on Friday nights for our
services; Temple Israel will use the
sanctuary Saturday mornings for
its services. Temple Hesed will use
the s%rﬂ:t[]a?ytfol? Ilﬁg‘ﬁ Hdli(fé)';%
Temple Israel will use the renovat-
ed JCC auditorium during High
Holidays.

a long-range planning commit-
tee which will lay down a vi-
sion of the congregation during
the next 10 years. Immediate
past president Eric Weinberg
chairs the committee.

r
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A

fi Rich Mates
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Scranton
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SERVICES REEETEEESG
6 p.m.

Passover U 9

1]3ERVICES

13 14 2nd

Passover Night Seder
begins 5:30 pm

20 21

Passover

27 28

Passover

SERVICES
8 p.m.

Torah Portions

Civil Date Hebrew Date
Metzora April 5, 2014 5 Nissan.5774
Acharei Mot/Shabbat April 12, 2014 12.Nissan.5774
HaGadol
April 19, 2014 19.Nissan.5774
Kedoshim April 26, 2014 26.Nissan.5774

More Torah resources at www.urj.org
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Yahrzeits and Personal Notes

Week Ending April 5
Service April 4

M\UM £ i *Lois Besen, *Ida Richman, *Samuel N. Kramer, *Hattie Levi, *Elsie
Schneider, *Abraham Cornfield, Fred A. Ellenbogen, *Hannah Joseph.

Week Ending April 12
s  Service April 11

124

Get Well Wishe

9 Rich Mates *Myer Kabatchnick, *Israel Linder, *Joan Alperin, Florence Brown,
*Arnold L. Apfelbaum, *Paul William Weinstock, Sheldon A. Davis,

l *Daniel H. Stone, *Dr. Gladys Ball, *Harlan Ackerman, *Rose Swartz,
Nellie Wooden, *Edith Leventhal, Dr. Carl Strauss, *Gertrude Diener,
*Al Dolinger.

Week Ending April 19
Service April 18

Jennie Newman, *Jack M. Yanover, Aaron Pashkow, *Shirley Mit-
_ teldorf, *Frances Ehrlich Joseph, *Elsa Stein Ehrlich, *Alice L. Gold-
5774 Holidays smith, *Fred Mark Seagaard, *Elizabeth R. Levi.

PASSOVER Apr 14-21
YOM HASHOAH fi Apr 26-27 Week Ending April 26

YOM HAZIKARON fi May 4-5  Service April 25

YOM HAATZMA -UTfi May 5-6 *Rae Epstein, *Ralph L. I__evy, *Selma Stein, *Aaron H. Vogel, Edward
Bernstein, *Rebecca Weinberg, *Harry Ackerson, *Emma Kramer Free-
LAG BA'OMER i May 17-18 man, Dr. Jacob S. Kominz, *Lena Rosenberg, *Joyce Kroll, *Fred B. Le-
5 vi, Samuel J. Aronsohn.
SHAVUOT i Jun 3-4
TISHAH B'AV i Aug 4-5
Week Ending May 3
Service May 2

*Grace Pawlan, Hannah Feinberg, *Samuel Morris, *Elias Strauss,
*Louis N. Kramer, Herbert Cummins, Lena Cohen.

PUT32Z020M3 338

3 Jacob Weinberg fi August 9, 2014
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A Night of Comedy
at Temple Hesed
with

Jessica Kirson

Saturday,
April 26, 2014

at 8 p.m.

(Doors Open at 7:30 p.m.)

Tickets:

(Must be 21 or older)

$25 General Admission /each
$40 Couple
$50 Patron/each

Contact the office (570) 344 -7201

for more info or to buy tickets.

Jessica Kirson's unique style and captivating stage presence captures the attention of audiences and club bookers
everywhere she performs. Her wide variety of characters brings a diverse energy to her routine.

Once you have seen her amazing talent, it is easy to understand why she was selected to perform at the Hamptons,
Toyota, Marshall's Women in Comedy, Comedy Central's South Beach and HBO's Las Vegas comedy festivals. She has
been featured on various television shows, including, Comedy Central's "Premium Blend" and "Fresh Faces", Nickelode-
on's "Sixth in the Suburbs”, Noggin's "LOL", VH1's "Awesomely Bad" Shows, Oxygen's premier game show "Can You
Tell?", Bravo's "The Great Things About Being"”, The Women's Television Network's, "She's So Funny", NBC's "Last
Comic Standing" Seasons 2 and 3, NBC's "Last Call With Carson Daly", and, "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno". She
can be seen on Showtime's, "White Boyz in the Hood".

Jessica can be seen at clubs and colleges all over the United States receiving rave reviews. Between her hilarious char-
acters and amazing crowd work, she will be wowing audiences across
the country for years to come.

Also starring comedians:
Steve Leventhal : L
@MC 3 @PTDK %%" OHL. ,

30A0A , AOGAIOEGAT $6! DPEAA
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Saperstein and RAC Condemn Anti

MESSENGER PAGE9

-Semitic

Incidents in Ukraine

WASHINGTON, D.C., March
4,2014 i In response to sever-
al anti -Semitic incidents in
Ukraine, the site of ongoing
social upheaval, Rabbi David
Saperstein, Director of the Re-
ligious Action Center of Reform
Judaism, released the follow-
ing statement:

"The events in Ukraine are
deeply concerning for all

who value human Religious
rights. We pray that the Action
unrest will be resolved Center

in a peaceful and demo- of Reform Judaism
cratic manner and with-

out further loss of life. At the
same time, we are also greatly

troubled by several recent inci-

Our prayers are
with the families of two men in
Kiev who were brutally at-
tacked while walking home

First YEAST FEAST Rises April 5

dents of anti -Semitism that
have shaken the Ukrainian
Jewish community. The
vandalism including
swastikas and graffiti
reading 'Death to the
Jews' on the synagogue
in Simferopol in the
Crimea region this past
Friday is unacceptable and
serves as a bitter reminder

that anti -Semitism
continues to plague
too many Jewish
communities.

from synagogues, to the mem-
bers of the Giymat Rosa Syn-
agogue in Zaporizhia, located
250 miles southeast of Kiev,
that was firebombed a little
over a week ago, and to all
Jewish men, women, and

3 A b A O O Cchilglien in Ukraine who fear
being targets of anti -
Semitism. We call on local and
national leaders to delegiti-
mize anti -Semitism and reli-
gious intolerance throughout
the world and to take immedi-
ate and tangible steps to en-
sure the
Jewish communities."

th

What 6s a yeast f e a PRizz& delicbusreadd, yymmyhdes- temple office, 570 -344-7201, to RSVP
worl dés first and Sertspgerhapseven somebeverages and t o di scuss what
. ) that have connections to easté The
On April 5 th, starting at 6 p.m. at menu is up to you! Rabbi Swartz will be contributing his
Temple Hesed, wedre going to have a special Green Pizza, arecipe he has
potluck feast celebrating all the Everyone who comes has a choice 8  perfected over many years. Please
things we wondt b e briagalyeasttbaseddomd item, orpay RSVP by 4 p.m. on Thursday, April

over a week later, when Pesach be-
gins on the evening of April 14 t,

0OAOOT OAO 71 OEOET P 3AO &1 O

I'tés al most Pesach
annual Passover workshops!

ti me, S

On Saturday, April 12th, from 9 to 11:30 a.m., come join
with our Shabbat School families on a number of projects,
games, food activities and learning opportunities all de-
signed to make your Passover celebration more interest-
ing, meaningful, and fun.

We 6| | make haroset recipes
some exotic Pesach dishes and desserts, learn about the
order of the seder, sing familiar and new songs, and make

$8/person to help cover the costs of
those contributing food. Call the

€]

3rd, to help with the planning. Eve-
ryone is welcome!!!

¢rafts somh astpillovefor teclimng. Hveryone s welcomee ar |y
and everything is free 8 we just ask that non -Shabbat

School families give us a call by Thursday, April 10th, so

we have enough materials for everyone to participate.

And if you have any questions
find an answer to, please email them to Rabbi Swartz 0
reb_daniel@verizon.net i so that he can make sure to
address your question thoroughly.

from around the worl d, t out

ry

security

| DOEI

y ouod.l

n



TEMPLE HESED

OSCRANTONGS FI RST

1 Knox Road

Scranton, PA 18505

Email for Temple:
TempleHesed@verizon .net

Published 11 times a year

SYNAGOGUES® ABOUT TEMPLE HESED:

Templ e Hesed, a Reform Synagogue founded Au
congregation. It is one of the earliest congregations to join the Union of American Hebrew Congrec

Phone: 570-344-7201 tions, now the Union for Reform Judaism. It has been a member since Dec. 12, 1874.

Fax: 570-344-4514

Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter
Web Pages: www, TempleHesed.org
Submit articles, letters, etc. to: HesedNews@gmail.com

SPIRITUAL LEADER

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz
570-877-3454 (cell)
570-344-7201 (office)
(reb_daniel@verizon.net)
AARAAAARM-
OFFICERS

President - Ken Miller
1st Vice Pres. - Barbara
Parker -Bell

2nd Vice. Pres.fi Larry
Milliken

Treasurer fi Jeff
Leventhal

Asst. Treasurer - Harry
Adelman

Secretary - Judith Golden
Asst. Secretary fi Robert
Siragusa

BOARD

as of 9/1/2013

Daniel Cardonick, Joan
Davis, Eric Dickstein,
Lynne Fragin, Jerald

Rabbis in Race

Rabbi Marjorie and Rabbi
Daniel are trying to figure
out how to stay in shape
even as the body ages and
the metabolism slows. So
they walked the Lake
Wallenpaupack half mara-
thon this fall.

On Sunday, April6 t, t h
do the inaugural Scranton
Half -Marathon, which bene-
fits the Lackawanna Herit-
age Valley.
Natalie Gel b
executive director!)

Gilbert, Paula Kane, Mi-
chael Karnoff, Richard
Levy and Joel Vener

Life Directors

Myer Alperin and Jane

Oppenheim

STAFFE

Manager

Edward Snitko  -Director of

Music

Rich Mates -Messenger
Editor
(hesednews@gmail.com)

Jennifer Rosen
Social Media Maven

Jeffrey Heilbrunn
Webmaster

( Jeff.Heilbrunn@gmail.com)

- ' |\\V/J] UNIONor
Marlene Glanzant'l fi Office R E Fo M
(MarleneCG@verizon.net) jUDAlSM

The synagogue serves the needs of individuals and families in Lackawanna County and surrounc
areas. Situated on Knox Road, off Lake Scranton Road in the East Mountain section of Scranton, t
current building opened in 1973. Temple Hesed operates a cemetery on West Warren Street in
Dunmore.

The office is open Tuestiayrsday from 9 a.m.. to 4 p.m.; and Friday 9 a.m.. to 2 p.m.

Rabbi Swartz is happy to set appointments at any convenient time. Contact him to set a time. Th
rabbi also has "drop' hours every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Friday from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. The Rabbi holds these times open for visits or calls for which an appointment was not or cou
not be made.

The Temple Hesed Cemetery is open for visitation six days a week. Visitation hours are: Monda
Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. till dusk and it is closed for Shabbat on Saturday. For mor
information, call the office.

A Proud Member of the UR]

Jewish
Federation

Of Northeastern Pennsylvania

EcoTip:
ySE NDb &

eAIYLINR @S
Sy O2 dzNJ

i 9

y I G dzNI t

Before it startp, theyoll

a non-denominational bless-
ing on the 2,600 people
registered for the race.

C heck out -
www.scrantonhalf.com --
then come cheer our rabbis
on & or better yet, volunteer
to help prepare the trails or
on the day of the race!
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